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mßir h qla;s flakaøh4

y eÈkaùu

fldaúâ 19 m%:u jrg 2019 w.Nd. fha§ Ökfh a jqydka m%foaYfh ka fidhd . kakd ,o w;r th f,dj mqrd fõ. fhka
jHdma; úh' fuu jix.;h uE; ld,fha wm oel we;s wka lsisjlg iu l< fkdyel' wo jk úg f,dj mqrd Ôú;
5" 759"785 la wysñ ù we;s nj . Kka n,d we;'5 fuu úYd, ixLHdjla jQ wl,a ur K ksid m%cdjka iy mjq,a uy;a
úh jq,g m;aj we;' foaYSh yd cd;Hka;r m%jdykh úáka úg iSud úh ' iuyr l¾ udka; lvdjeà u ksid fndfyda
fiajlhkag jev wysñ úh ' tkak;a ksmoùu iy ,nd §u id¾:lj flr eko" kj m%fNao u;=ùfuka fmkakqï lrkafka
ffjr ih iuÕ f. da,Sh wr. ,h wjika ù fkdue;s njhs'

jix.;h Y%S ,xldjg n,mEfõ r g úfYaIfhka wjodkï ;;a;ajhl isáh§h ' Y%S ,xldj úYd, Kh nr lska fmf< k
w;r Kh fmd,S f.ùug wiSre ù we;' ixpdrl jHdmdrh r gg m%Odk wdodhï Wmh k ud¾. hla jQ w;r th jix.;h
ksid w¾nqohg . sfhah' úfoia.; Y%ñlhkaf.ka ,efnk fma%IK r gg ;j;a wdodhï ud¾. hla jQ kuq;a úfoaYhkays
fiajh lr k tu ck;dj o ÿIalr ;djkag uqyqK foñka isá h y'

f,dlavjqka ld, mß Éfþoh ;=< " jvd;au wjodkug ,laúh yels mqoa. ,hskag §ukd iy wdydr i,dl ,nd §ug r ch g
isÿ úh ' ffoksl jegqma ,nkakkag /lsh djg h dug fkdyels jQ w;r tu ;;ajhg uqyqK §u i|yd T jqka b ;sß
l< . ;a uqo,la fkdùh ' wdkh k NdKav imh d . ekSug fkdyels ùu ksid foaYSh l¾udka;j,g wuqøjH ysÕh la we;s
úh ' b y; lS ÿIalr ;d uOHfha jqjo weÕ¿ï l¾udka;h g w¾ nqoldÍ ;;ajh yuqfõ ,dN Wmh d .ekSug yelS ùu
úfYaI lreKls'

nÿ wvq lrk njg rch jHdmdß l lafIa;%h g ÿka wkqjK ue;sjr K fmdfr dkaÿj ksido wdodhï wysñ úh '

j;auka r ch 2019 § f;aÍ m;a jQfh a" tluq;=lu mj;ajd . ekSug;a fmdfrdkaÿ yd wfmalaIdjka b gq lsÍug;a wiu;a jQ —
h ymd,k˜ iufh a wid¾ :l;ajfhka miqh' —ne÷ïlr jxpdj˜ tys — h ymd,k˜ ikakduh wmlS¾ ;sh g m;a lf<ah'
ckdêm;sjrhd iy w.ue;sjr hd w;r mej;=kq fm!r eIuh yd m%;sm;a;suh . egqï wdKavqfõ wl%sh;djhg fya;= úh '
r chg l,a;sh d ,nd ÿka f;dr;=r e u; l%sh d;aul jQfh a kï " mdial= bßod m,a,s iy fydag,aj,g t,a, jQ m%ydr
j< lajd .; yels nj m%isoaêh g m;a jQ fudfydf;a tu wdKavqfõ ksiel wNdjh iksgqyka úh '

Y%S ,xldfõ ck;dj 2019 § f. daGdNh r dcmlaI uy;d ckdêm;s f,i f;dar d m;a lr . ;ay' h qoaOfha wjika jir j,
ysgmq wdr laIl f,alï jrfh l= jQ T yq kS;sh yd iduh iy wdrlaIdj fmdfr dkaÿ úh ' —fi! Nd.Hfha oelau˜ kï jQ is;a
weo. kakd ue;sjr K m%ldYkh la Tyq bÈß m;a lf<ah' — úh ;a u.˜ kñka ye¢kafjk úúO lafIa;%j, jD;a;slhka iy
m%ùKhka msß ilf. a iydh T yqg ,enq‚' tjeks ieleiaula u. ska Y%S ,xldj wd¾ Ól ixj¾ Okh i|yd ksjer È udj;lg
f. k hd yels nj fndfyda fokd úYajdi l<y'
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fldaúâ 19 fya;=fjka fyd|u ie,iqï mjd mS,S mekafkah' flfia fj;;a" Y%S ,xldj wo jk úg jeà we;s uv
f. dfydr ej fldaúâ 19 jix.;hg muKla wdfr damKh l< fkdyel' th oYl . Kkdjla ;siafia isÿ jQ m%;sm;a;suh
wid¾:l;ajhka" jerÈ l< ukdlrKh" ¥IKh iy foaYmd,lhskaf.a w¥r o¾ YS ;SrK . ekSfï m%;sM,hls' foaYSh
jHdmdr i|yd ;;ajh wjdisiy.; fukau wys;lrh' flfia fj;;a" miq.sh jir fol ;=< isÿ jQ jerÈ
l<ukdlr Kh fya;=fjka Y%S ,xldj wo uqyqK § isák w¾nqoh ;j;a W.% ù we;'

fldaúâ 19 ld,h ;=< mßirh g" úfYaIfhkau iajNdúl iïm;a md,khg wys;lr f,i n,mE isÿùï . Kkdjla
Y%S ,xldj ;=< isÿ úh ' jix.;h iuÕ iDcqj fyda jl%j iïnkaO l< yels" miq.sh jir fol ;=< mdßißl wxYfh a
isÿ jQ m%Odk fjkialï fuu ,smsfhka idlÉPd flf¾'

je, s$md xY= m% jd yk n ,m;%h k shd ukfhka b j;a l sÍu

2019 ckdêm;sjrKfhka i;s lsysmhlg miq je,s" mia" iy Lksc m%jdykh leìkÜ uKav,h úisks kshdukfh ka
b j;a lrk ,§' je,s m%jdykh md,kh l< n,m;% ;jÿ rg;a wjYH fkdùh ' bÈlsÍ ï lafIa;%hg m%udKj;a
je,s ,nd§u fuys wruqK úh ' N+ úoHd iólaIK yd m;,a ld¾h dxYh ;=< isÿù we;ehs lshk ¥IK je< laùfï
ud¾. hla f,i o fuh idOdrŒlrKh lrk ,§' flfia fj;;a" ;j;a msßila fpdaokd lf<a fuh m%dfoaYSh
foaYmd,k wdOdr lrejkag iy wdKav q mlaIfha f;aÍ m;a jQ foaYmd,lhskag iajNdúl iïm;a" m%Odk jYfh ka .x. d
b jqr e iy je,s ksê iQrdlEug wjia:dj ,nd §ula njhs'6 fuu kshdukh b j;a lsÍfuka b Èß ue;sjr Kh i|yd
m%udKj;a wruqo,a /ia lsÍf ï b ,lalhla ;sfnkakg we;'

flfia fj;;a" fuu ;SrKh 2009 wxl 66 or K m;,a iy Lksc ^ixfYdaê;& mk; u. ska ixfYdaê; 1992 wxl 33 ork
m;,a iy Lksc mkf;a 28 jeks j.ka;sfh a úêúOdkj,g mgyeks úh' mdßißl h qla;s flakaøh kï cd;sl mdßißl
ixúOdkhla úisks fuu ldr Kh wNshdpkdêlrKhg bÈßm;a lf<a" md¾,sfïka;=j úiska iïu; lr k ,o mk;l
úêúOdk W,a,x>Kh lr ñka leìkÜ uKav ,h T jqkaf.a n,h b laujd l%shd l< njg ;¾l lrñkah' tys m%;sM,hla
f,i miqj 2020 cQ,s udifh a§ tu fr .=,dis h <s ia:dms; lr je,s m%jdykh wëlaIKh lrk f,ig wêlrKh
fmd,siam;sjrhdg ksfh da. lf<ah'

leìkÜ uKav ,fh a l%sh dud¾. fya;=fjka ;ju;a wLKavj Y%S ,xldj mqrd ksfIaOd;aul n,mEï mj;sk w;r . x.d"
je,s l÷" iy f. dvìï je,s ksê lsisÿ j.úNd.hla fkdue;sj iQrdlEu wLKavj isÿ fõ' uyje,s .Õ jeä mqr u
n,mEug ,lajk . x.djla jk w;r fiareú, jeks we;eï m%dfoaYSh f,alï fldÜ Gdij, . x.d je,s f. dvoeóu
iïnkaOfh ka fndfyda wdr jq,a mj;S'

wjfYaI rd cH jkd ka;r ksh d ukfhka b j;a l sÍu

2020 uq,§" r ch úiska ˜‍wjfYaI rdcH jkdka;r˜ ‍ kshdukh lsÍ ug jk ixr laIK fomd¾ ;fïka;=jg n,h ,nd § ;snQ
jk pl%f,aL 5$2001 wj,x. = lrk ,§' 05$2001 pl%f,aLh úfYaI jeo.;alula Wiq,kafka th r g mqr d fylaghd¾
500" 000lg wêl —wjfYaI r dcH jkdka;r˜ i|yd ,nd § we;s tlu wdrlaIdj jk neúks'7 fyaka j. dj jeä lsÍu
u. ska jix.;h fya;=fjka Y%S ,xldj uqyqK Èh yels wdydr w¾ nqoh g iQodkï ùfï ud¾. hla f,i fuu ;SrKh r ch
úiska idOdrŒlrKh lrk ,§' i;H kï " r cfha m%Odk . eg¿j jQfh a l=l=¿ wdydr i|yd wjYH nv bß Õ=‍ wdkhkh
lsÍ ug uqo,a fkdue;sluhs'

jkÔù yd jk ixr laIK wud;HdxYfh a f,alïjr hd úiska ksl=;a lrk ,o fkd MWFC$1$2020 kj pl%f,aLhg
mßirfõ§ka iy isú,a iudch tlÕ fkdjQy' wjfYaI jkdka;r ish ,a, l<ukdlr Kh lsÍ ug jk ixr laIK

6 https://www.newsfirst.lk/2020/07/01/election-official-urges-action-against-suspension-of-sand-transportation-permit-
system/
7See: Controversial 5/2001 circular – Exploring the ripple effect; https://www.themorning.lk/controversial-5-2001-circular-
exploring-the-ripple-effect/
To clarify: Under the provisions of the Forest Ordinance No. 16 of 1907, there are three types of forests in Sri Lanka under the
Forest Conservation Ordinance: Conservation forests, reserved forests/forest reserves, and village forests – all of which are
afforded legal protection under this legislation. The areas which are not declared under any other enactment are called “other
state forests” which, subsequent to Circular 5/2001, come under the purview of the Forest Department.
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ckr d,ajrh dg n,h mjrk 05$20018 pl%f,aLhg o" jk ixr laIK ckrd,ajrhdg jkdka;r fkdjk wruqKq i|yd
b vï ksoyia lsÍ ug wjir fok 02$20069 pl%f,aLhg o n,mEï we;s lsÍu B g fya;=jhs'

˜ ‍wjfY aI jkdka ;r (fjk ;a r cfh a le< E )˜ ‍h k fh ÿ u u fk du Õ h jk iq¿ h ' 2009 wxl 65 or k jk ‍ixr la‍IK mk;
^ixfYdaê;& u. ska “ awjfYaI jkdka;rhla ˜‍යන් ˜ ‍සංරක්ෂ ව්යක " r laIs; jkdka;rhla fyda . %duSh jkdka;rh la
yer වව්ත ව්ාන්රයක” අවවේෂ් ව්ාන්ර වෙවත වව්ත රජවේ කැලෑ f,i i|yka lrh s' fuu mdßNdIs;h
jHdl+,;ajh W.% lr we;'

b vï mejÍ fï l%sh dj,sh läkï lsÍu iy bÈß l%sh dud¾. i|yd we;s .eg¨‍ úi£u i|yd b vï wud;HdxYfh a
f,alïjr hd úiska m%dfoaYSh f,alïjr eka fj; Wmfoia iys; ikaksfõokhka lsysmhlau isÿ jQ nj mßirfõ§yq
ksÍlaIKh l<y' — l%shdj,sh lä kï lsÍug ˜ jQ mSv kh ksid r g mqrd úfYaIfh ka ks,a.," jkaou-fou,sh" fldáh d. ,-
j;af;a.u" leì,s;a;" jkd;ú,ä ‍j" fmd,af,aneoao-rUleka T h" fmd;=ú,a" wïmdr" oyhshd., iy ;j;a fndfyda
ia:dkh kays jkdka;rj, b vï fld,a,lEï iy b vï fld,a,lEug n,h Ndú;d lsÍf ï isÿùï jeä ù ;sfí''

r cfha jerÈ l%sh dud¾ .m%pdr h lrñka úfr daO;d" fm< md,s iy iudc udOH jHdmdr ixúOdkh lsÍug isú,a iudch
fï ksid fm<ö we;' mßir hqla;s flakaøh " jkÔù fomd¾ ;fïka;=jg wkqhqla; jD;a;Sh iñ;s" jk ixr laIK
fomd¾ ;fï ka;=j iy uOHu mß ir wêldßh iy wfkl=;a ixúOdk úiska wNshdpkdêlrKfha oekg úNd. fjñ ka
mj;sk wêlrK l%shdud¾. lsysmh la f. dkq lrk ,§'

tlai afm%ia m¾, a - j<la jd . ; y elsj ; snQ jHikh

2021 ueh s 25 jeks Èk" fld<U jr dh wi,§ tlaiam%ia m¾,a fk! ldj .sksf.k 2021 cQks 3 jeks Èk . s,S . sfhah' isoaêh
jQ wjia:dfõ§ fk! ldj uq¿ukskau ma,diaála weg we;=¿ wka;r dhlr øjH wvx. = NdKav f;d.hla m%jdykh
lrñka ;snq‚' leìkÜ wud;Hjreka ;=< isá k we;euqka fuh ÿgqfõ lä kïj jkaÈ ,nd . ekSug lghq;= lsÍ u ;=<ska
Y%S ,xldj uqyqK § we;s oreKq úfoaY uqo,a ysÕh mshjd . ekSug wjia:djla f,ih '

flfia fj;;a" jHikfh a mdv qj b y< f. dia we;s w;r id.r hg" fjr <g iy u;aiH iïm;g jQ ydks we;=¿j th
mßirh g isÿ lr we;af;a wdmiq yerúh fkdyels yd . Kkh l< fkdyels ;rï ydkshls' ëjr l¾udka;h g wod<
/lsh d lrk fndfyda fofkl=f.a Ôjfkdamdhg th oeä n,mEula t,a, lr we;'

wo jk;=r e;a r chg isÿjQ mdvqj i|yd ksis jkaÈ uqo,la ,nd . ekSug fkdyels ù we;' tlaiafm%ia m¾,a nyd¨‍ï
fk! ldj fufyh jk tlaiafm%ia *Sv¾ia" fk! ldj . s,Su iy . sks.ekSu ksid úm;g m;a jqkq ck;djg iydh ùu
i|yd h d;%d ysñlref.a wdrlaId iy jkaÈ r laIK iud.ï yr yd Y%S ,xld r ch g wefußldkq fv d,¾ ñ ,sh k 3'6l
uQ,sl f. ùula lr we;'10 ,enqKq uqo,ska r emsh,a ñ,shk 420 la ^fv d,¾ ñ,shk 2'1 la muK& foaYSh ëjr hskag jkaÈ
f. ùug fjka lrk ,§' ëjr m%cdjg isÿjk mdvqj ie,l+ úg fuh b ;d wju uqo,ls' óg wu;r jkaÈh la f. jk
njg iy;slh la ke;'

rid hks l fmd fydr wd khk h ; ykï l sÍu

fkdis;= fudfyd;l wkfmlaIs;j Y%S ,xld r ch 2021 ueh s 6 isg l%shd;aul jk mß È lDñkdYl iy j,a kdYl we;=¿
fmdfydr iy lDIs r idhk wdkhkh iSud lr ;ykï lf<ah' 2021 ueh s 10 jk Èk" — foaY.=‚l úm¾h di
i|yd ;sridr úi÷ï we;s ;sridr yß ; Y%S ,xldjla ks¾udKh lsÍfï ckdêm;s ld¾ h idOl n,ldh˜‍ m;a lrk ,§'
ta jk úg h, lkakfh a j.dj wdrïN ù ;snq‚' fuu m%;sm;a;sh ksid ;u ksIamdokh g iy wiajekakg we;s úh yels
m%;súmdl .ek f. dùka l,n,h g m;a jQ w;r Tjqyq oeä úfr daOh m< l<y' l=Uqrej," mdr j,aj, Woaf>daIK
meje;aú‚'

foaYSh fldïfmdaiaÜ ksIamdokh g myiqlï i,iñka ldnksl lDIsl¾udka;h m%j¾Okh lsÍ ï jHdmdr hla wdKavqj
úiska Èh ;a lrk ,§' flfia fj;;a" fuu. ska jd¾ Isl fmdfydr wjYH;djh jk fug%sla fgdka ñ,shk 0'6 imqr d,Sug
fkdyels úh ' fmdfydr ;ykï lsÍ fï ;SrKfh a úh jq, meyeÈ,sj fmfkkakg .;a úg" r cfha WmfoaYlh ska Ökfh ka
uqyqÿ me,Eá iys; fmdfydr iy b kaÈhdfjka kefkda kh sg%cka fmdfydr jeks úl,am lsysmhla i|yd W;aidy l< y'
fuu ;Sr K folu b ;d u;fNaoh g ;=vq ÿka w;r lDIsl¾ u úfYaI{h ska" ldnksl fmdfydr m%j¾ Olh ska iy f. dùka

8 Circular 05/2001 dated 2001/08/10.
9 Circular 02/2006 dated 2006/05/17.
10 https://colombogazette.com/2021/07/14/x-press-feeders-pays-sri-lanka-us3-6-million/
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w;r WKqiqï jdo újdo we;s úh ' fmdfydr fkdue;sj f. dú;eka lsÍug fkdyels jQ úg f. dú ixúOdk yd foaYmd,k
mlaI uyu. ùfr daO;d lrkakg úh ' fjf< | fmdf<a ;sfnk ldnksl fmdfydrj, m%ñ ;sh wjYH uÜ gfï fkdue;s
njg ;yjqr e ùu iuÕ f ï wd;;Ska ;j;a W;aikak úh'

Ökfh a Qingdao Seawin Bio-tech iuQy jHdmdrh u. ska ksIamdokh lrk ,o ldnksl fmdfydr f;d.hl ydkslr
nelaàßh d we;s nj mjiñka Y%S ,xldj tu fmdfydr f;d.h m%;slafIam lsÍu;a iuÕ fuh wka;¾ r dcH m%Yakhla
njg m;a úh. SLS 1704( 2021 m%ñ;shg tu fmdfydr wkql+, fkdjk nj cd;sl Ydl ksfr daOdh k wêldß h úiska
ks¾Kh lrk ,§'

Qingdao Seawin iuQy jHdmdrh tu fidhd.ekSï m%;slafIam l< w;r T jqkag f. ùï ,nd Èh h q;= nj wjOdrkh
lf<ah' fldka;%d;a;=jg wod< uqo,a fkdf. ùu fya;=jka r dcH nexl=jla wmf,aLk.; lsÍug Ök rch iQodkï úh '
wjidkfha§ Y%S ,xldj úfoaY úksuh w¾nqohl . s,S isá k úg;a wdKav qj Ökfh a n,mEug h g;a ù m%;slafIam jQ
fmdfydr f;d.h i|yd Ö k iud.ug fv d,¾ ñ ,sh k 6'9 la f. jk ,§'11

fv d,¾ ñ,shk 6'8 la Ökhg f. jd we;s w;r ;ju;a . eg¿ j iïmQ¾Kfhka yd i;=gqodhl f,i úi£ fkdue;' b y;
i|yka l< m%ñ ;Ska ixfYdaOkh lsÍug r ch fï jk úg lghq;= lrñka isà' fuu ixfYdaê; m%ñ ;Ska uÕska r gg
wys;lr fyda úI iys; ldnksl fmdfydr wdkhkh lsÍug wjir ,efnkq we;ehs mßirfõ§ka iy lDIsld¾ ñl
úfYaI{fh da ìh m< lr;s' th wkqu; jqjfyd;a wkd. ; m%;súmdl ksh;h'

fmdfydr iï nkaOj . ;a ;Sr Kfh a wka; mrdcfha iDcq m%;sM,h la f,i wdydr ksIamdokh wvd, ù wdydr ñ, b y<
f. dia we;' h , lkakfh a wiajekafkka 50]l mdvqjla isÿjk nj f. dú ix.ï wkdjels m< lrhs' t<j¿ wiajekak o
ie,lsh h q;= f,i wvq ù we;s w;r ñ, b y< f. dia h ' fjf< |fmdf< a iy,a ysÕh u Õyr jd . ekSu i|yd" 2021 jif¾
w. Nd.fha§ Ökh iy fjk;a rgj,ska iy,a wdkhkh lrk ,oafoa úfoaY úksuh w¾ nqoh uOHfh au h '

cd ;sl jfkd aoHd k wjg w, s w. ,a l emSu

jir . Kkdjla mqrd w,s ñ ksia . egqï iïnkaO isÿùïj, jeäùula o;a; u. ska fmkajd foh s' fuh g m%Odk jYfh ka
fya;= ù we;af;a b vï t<sfmfy<s lsÍ ï jeä ùu iy w,s uxlv lv dlmam,a ùuh s' 2021 whjeh u. ska w,ska . ïj,g
h du je<elaùu i|yd cd;sl jfkdaoHdk wjg w,s w.,a bÈlsÍug wkque;sh ,nd § we;' fuu jHdmD;sh 2021
foieïn¾ ui wdrïN lrk ,oafoa YlH;d wOHhkh lska f;drj fukau mdß iß l n,mEï we. hSulska fyda
mqrdúoHd;aul n,mEï we.hSulska f;drj jQ w;r wod< md¾Yjlr ejkaf.ka lsisÿ WmfoaYkhlska ,nd f. k fkdue;'
fmr o w;ayod n,d" mÍla‍Id lr" wid¾:l ù ;sìh§ fuu jHdmD;sh b Èßh g f. k h du . ek jkÔù úfYaI{h kaf. a
úfr daOh m%ldY ù we;'

tla úfYaI{fh la fufia i|yka lf<ah( ˜‍w,s-ñ ksia .egqï wju lsÍ fï uqjdfjka" jk ixr laIK fomd¾ ;=fïka;=fõ
wdrlaIs; m%foaY j, iajNdúl iïm;a ,nd . ekSug myiqlï ie,iSug w.,a fh dackd lrkafkao h kak ud yg
isf;h s'12 oekg mj;sk f;dr;=r e wkqj fmkShkafka fm! oa.,sl md¾Yajj,g ;ukaf.a úhoñka iSud udhsïj, iy
ie;mqï 1l ziajdrlaIl l,dmhz ;=< w.,a lemSug;a lmk ,o mia úlsŒu i|yd m%jdykh lsÍug;a wjirh ,nd §
we;s nj iy th È.ska È. gu isÿ jkq we;s nj;ah '˜

˜ ‍fuu mqoa.,sl md¾ Yaj f;dard .ekSu i|yd úksúo fmfkk h dka;%Khla fkdue;s nj o fmfka' tneúka fuu
yÈis ,dNfha m%;s,dNSka ljqr ekao h kak wmg is;d . ; yelæ˜ ‍13

fuu wkqjK jHdmD;sh" cd;sl kS;s W,a,x>kh lsÍ ug iy ¥IKh g fya;= ù ;sfí' ;jo" fuh w,s ñ ksia . egqu wju
lsÍ fï mshjrla f,i y÷kajd § we;s kuq;a i;=kag ur W.=,a ks¾udKh lrñka wfkl=;a i;aj úfYaIhka ur euqjg
m;a lsÍ u we;=¿j wys;lr n,mEï lsysmhlau fï ksid yg f. k we;' tfukau f. dvìfï yevh iy c,h . ,d h du
fjkia lsÍfuka mi iy foaY.=Kh fj; o fuh ksfIaOd;aul n,mEula we;s lrh s'

11 https://economynext.com/sri-lanka-to-purchase-organic-fertilizer-from-chinese-firm-sued-npqs-89594/

12 Department of Wildlife Conservation ‘s Protected Areas (DWC ‘s PAs)
13 See: “Trenches against wild elephants – tried, tested and failed, say experts,”
https://www.sundaytimes.lk/211212/news/trenches-against-wild-elephants-tried-tested-and-failed-say-experts-464983.html
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jix.;h fya;=fjka r g w.=¨‍ oud ;sìh § mß irhg n,mdk fndfyda l%shdjka isÿ úh ' kS;s W,a,x>Kh ùug ;=vq ÿka
mßirh yd iï nkaO m%;sm;a;s fndfyduhla we;' b ka iuyrla kï f;;aìï f. dv lsÍu" . ,alsiai fjr < ;Sr fha —
fjr < fmdaIKh˜" kd.ß l ixj¾Ok wêldÍ mk; h gf;a uq;=rdcfj, f;;a ìu . eiÜ lsÍ u" jkÔù wdrlaIl r dcH
wud;Hjrh d úiska cd;sl jfkdaoHdk udhsï jgd w.,a lemSu" úÿ,s jegj,a bÈ lsÍu we;=¿ wdr laIl mshjrhka
wkq.ukh lsÍ u" m%;sjkfrdamKh " iy jk iï m;a ixj¾Okh lsÍ u h ' fïjd úlD;s-ixj¾Ok l%sh dud¾. fndfyduhla
w;ß ka lemS fmfkk Wodyr K lsysmhls'

jHjia:d j i y m% ;sm;a;s W ,a,x>kh l sÍï

ckdêm;s f. daGdNh r dcmlaI uy;df.a — fi!Nd. Hfh a oelau˜ m%;sm;a;s m%ldYkh m%Odk m%;sm;a;s 10 la i|yd lemù
isà' iunr iudc" wd¾ Ól iy mdß iß l Ndú;hka ;=<ska ;sridr ixj¾Okhla idlaId;a lr . ekSu i|yd ;sridr
mdß ißl m%;sm;a;shla thg we;=< ;a fõ' fuu m%;sm;a;sfh a uQ,sl lreKq j,g¦ ixr laIKh iy wdr laIdj i|yd
mdß ißl kshdukh" mj;sk mdßißl m%;sm;a;s" Í;s iy fr .=,dis h dj;ald,Sk lsÍu" ixj¾ Ok r duqjg ;sridr
ixj¾Ok wruqKq taldnoaO lsÍu" foaYSh oekqu iy ;dlaIKh ;sr idr ixj¾ Okh g we;=<;a lsÍu" iy Ôjk ;;a;ajh
b y< kexùu iy;sl lsÍ u i|yd ish¨‍mßmd,k u Ügïj, iïnkaëlrKh h k tajd we;=<;a h'14

fuu f,aLkh b ;d idOkSh mß ir wdrlaIK yd ixr laIK m%fõYh la ms<sìU q lrk kuq;a" wdKav qj ish ks, ld,h
wdrïNfha isgu tu m%;sm;a;s m%ldYkh g tfr ysj l%sh d lr we;'

n,m;% b j;a lsÍ u u. ska je,s m%jdykh kshdukfh ka b j;a lsÍu" cd;sl jfkdaoHdk jgd w.,a lemSu" iy — wjfYaI
r dcH jkdka;r˜ ;=< leŒï lsÍug wjir §fï § N+ úoHd iólaIK yd m;,a ld¾ hdxYfh a ^GSMB& n,m;% mámdáfh a
wjYH;djh b j;a lsÍ u h k l%sh d ud¾. meyeÈ,sju 1992 wxl 33 m;,a iy Lksc mk;g mgyeks f õ'

MWFC$1$2020 pl%f,aLfha úêúOdk kS;s úfr daë jk w;r kS;sh g mgyeks fõ' úfYaIfh ka 2009 wxl 65 or k jk
ixr laIK ^ixfYdaê;& wd{dmkf;a úêúOdk W,a,x>kh lrhs' jkdka;r fkdjk wruqKq i|yd fylagh dr tllg
jv d jeä b vula ksoyia lsÍug fmr mdßiß l n,mEï we.hSula ^EIA& wjYH lrk 1980 wxl 47 or k cd;sl mß ir
mkf;a 23 B B j. ka;sfh a iy 1993 cQks 18 wxl 772$22 or k . eiÜ ksfõokfh a úêúOdkh kag fuu pl%f,aLh mgyeks
fõ' tfukau" Èjhsfka jk . ykh 30] olajd jeä lsÍ ula i|yka lrk j;auka ckdêm;s w;s. re f. daGdNh r dcmlaI
uy;df.a —fi! Nd.Hfha oelau˜ m%;sm;a;s m%ldYh g o th mgyeksh '

ldnksl lDIsl¾udka;h m%j¾ Okh lsÍfï wid¾:l m%;sm;a;s kS;suh . eg¨‍ . Kkdjla u;= lsÍug;a fya;= ù we;'
1999 wxl 35 or k Ydl wdrlaIK mk; u. ska —ශ ලංකාව තල ඇත ේාකවලට ොනකර වෙ� හංසාකාා වෙ� ව්ාේකාා යම
ජවවයය ,ශ ලංකාවට ෙදනවා දීටට ඒ තල ව්ාය් කාීටට එවරහව සෙ ශ ලංකාව තල ඇත ේාකවල නවර�ග බව ආරක්ා
කාී සටොට අවේ් පත‍ාට් imh hs' flfia fj;;a" Ökfh ka wdkhkh lrk ,o fmdfydrj, lDIsld¾ ñl ksIamdok
i|yd b ;d ydkslr fr da. ldr lhla jk —w¾ úkshd˜ nelaàß hdj ñY% ù we;s nj fidhd . kakd ,§' th 1704( 2021 SLS
m%ñ;sh W,a,x>kh lsÍuls'

tය mi ¥IKh lrk neúka cd;sl mdßißl mkf;a úêúOdk o W,a,x>kh lrh s' cd;sl mdß iß l mkf;a 23 ක ^1&
j. ka;sh “ mdxY= ¥IKh jr ola f,i kï lrh s' fuu úêúOdkh h gf;a" —කිී ්ැ්ැතව්ය වින ‍ස වෙ� ‍වසහ
න ෂ්‍ාට්ය ීන්් වර්යාවග වසඛ්්ට වෙ� සුසාා්යට ව්ෂී වෙ� අ‍විෂී ,ොන කරෂී වෙ� ොනකර වයෙැකෂී
සතවයනට,යුරලනට ව්සතනට ,ේා්වලට වෙ� වව්ත ියය ආකාරවයන ඒ ජවනට ව් සහ් ෂී වෙ� ොනකරෂී
වෙ� ීන්් වර්යාවග ඉන්යනට අහ්කර ෂී වෙ� අනි වලස පීාකාාෂී වෙ� ිද ව් ‍රි ්ැ්වෙතත වෙ� ඉීී
‍ලටාය වලස ‍ාවිච කාවීහලා ොනකර ව් ‍රි වෙ� එවසෂ සාාාරෂ වලස බලාව‍තවරතතත වය ෙැක ‍රි ,යම ‍සක
වෙ� ඉීීක ීතුට වුඛතක ,රසායනක වෙ� ජජෂය ්තවය වව්සෂ ව් ආකාරවයන ඒ ‍ස වෙ� ඉීවම ීතුට ද්ෂය
කාී වෙ� ද්ෂය කාීට සැලැසෂෂී වෙ� එහලා අවසර දී ව්තක� යතය.”

cd;sl jfkdaoHdk wjg w.,a lemSu cd;sl mdß iß l mkf;a IVC fldgfia olajd we;s jHjia:dms; r duqj W,a,x>kh
lsÍ uls' mdßißl n,mEï we.hSula ^EIA& bÈßm;a lsÍ u iy i,ld ne,Su i|yd l%shd ud¾ . h" ixfYdaê; 1993 wxl 1
or k cd;sl mdßißl ^jHdmD;s wkqu; lsÍf ï l%sh d má mdáh & fr .=,disj, olajd we;' mdßiß l n,mEï we. hSfï
wruqKq folls¦ ^1& wys;lr n,mEï we;s ´kEu l%sh djla isÿ jk úg iy tu l%shdj cd;sl jfkdaoHdkhl wrfh a isg
ie;mqul ^iajdrlaIl l,dmh & ;=< isÿ jk úg mdß iß l n,mEï we.hSula wjYHh ' ^2& fylaghdr 10 b laujk
iuqÉÑ ; m%foaY j, mDIaG leŒf ï§'

14 https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pmc/articles/PMC7537588/
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w.,a lemSu o 1937 wxl 2 ork jk i;aj yd jDlaI,;d wdr laIක wd{dmkf;a (ixfYdaê;) úêúOdkj,g mgyeks
fõ' mqoa. ,sl fyda r dcH fõjd" lsisÿ mqoa.,fhl= fyda ix úOdkh la lsishï cd;sl r laIs;hl udh sfï isg ie;mqï tlla
we;=<; lsisÿ lsisÿ wdldrfh a ixj¾ Ok lghq;a;la" uQ,sl mdßiß l mÍ laIKh la fyda mdßißl n,mEï we.hSula
b ,a,d isáh yels wOHlaI ckr d,ajrh df. a mQ¾j ,sÅ; wkque;shla ,nd fkdf.k isÿ fkdl< h q;=h'

we;a; jYfh ka u" jk Ôù ixr laIK fomd ¾ ;=f ïka;=jg Y%S ,xldf õ uyc k;dj fjk qf jka fu kau j ¾;udk iy wkd. ;
mrïmrd fjkqfjka" ;uka Ndr lr ejka jk jk i;=kag iy jkdka;rj,g lsisÿ wys;lr n,mEula we;s fkdjk mß È
fyda wju n,mEula we;s jk mß È wdrlaIs; m%foaY ;=< hï l%shdldrlula isÿ jk njg iy;sl lsÍ ug jHjia:dms;
j. lSula iy iodpdrd;aul h q;=lula we;'

;jo" jk i;=kag iy jkhg ;¾ckhla jk w.,a lemSu wdKavql%u jHjia:dfõ 12^1&" 27^14& iy 28^f& j. ka;sj,g o"
uyck úYajdifha uQ,O¾ uh g iy kS;sfh a wdêm;Hh g o mgyeksh' jk i;=ka wdr laId lsÍug r dcH iy r dcH
ks,OdÍ kag jHjia:dms; j. lSula we;'

i d lÉPd

wdKavql%u jHjia:dj iy md¾,sfïka;=j úiska mkjk ,o kS;s r cfh a l%sh dud¾. i|yd r duqj imh hs' m%;sm;a;s iy
pl%f,aL wdKavql%u jHjia:djg yd kS;sj,g wkql+, úh h q;=h' jv d;au iqÿiq jkafka wdKavql%u jHjia:dj iy kS;s
iïmdokh uyck iyNd. s;ajfh a l%sh dj,shla yr yd lsÍu jk w;r m%;sm;a;s iy fr .=,dis uyck;djf.a wjYH;d"
T jqkaf.a .eg¿ iy T jqkaf.a whs;sjdislï o ms<sìU q l< h q;=h' kS;s ixfYdaOkh lrk úg tajd isÿ l< h q;af;a
WmfoaYk l%sh dj,shla u. sks' foaYmd,lhkaf. a n,mEïj,g wjk; fjñ ka wud;H uKav ,h" wud;HdxY f,alïjr eka
fyda ta yd iudk fjk;a wdh;k fyda rdcH ks,OdÍ ka ysá wä fh a md¾,sfïka;= mk;a" kS;s W,a,x>kh fkdl< h q;=h'

— fi!Nd. Hfha oelau˜ ys tk j;auka md,k ;ka;%fha oelau ms<sn| m%ldYhg ^vision statement& wkqj T jqkaf.a wruqK
jkafka(iunr jQ iudc" wd¾ Ól mqr eÿ l%shdjg kexùu u. ska ;sridr mß ir m%;sm;a;shla l%sh d;aul lsÍu h '

mdß ißl m%;sm;a;s uQ,O¾ u yd Wmdh ud¾. l%sh d;aul lsÍfï§ r dcH md,k m%;sm;a;s my; wdldr hg ia:dmkh lsÍu
jeo.;a nj y÷kdf. k we;' • r ch r fgys mj;sk mß irh wdr laId lsÍug ixr laIKh lsÍ ug yd m%;sIaGdmkh lsÍug
l%sh d flf¾ ' • r g ixj¾Okh lsÍf ï§ yqÿ wd¾ Ól ixj¾Okh muKla fkdj" ;sr idr ixj¾ Ok wruqKq idlaId;a
lr. ekSug lghq;= fh foa' • fm! rd‚l foaYSh iy idï m%odhsl oekqu" kùk úoHdj yd ;dlaIKh iuÕ . ,md . kakd
wdldrh iy Ndú;h ksr ka;rfh kau . fõYkh lsÍug lghq;= fh foa' • ck;djf. a h ymeje;a;u" fi! LHh " wd¾ Ól
ixj¾Okh iy;sl lsÍu i|yd ;sridr ixj¾Ok m%;sm;a;s yd ne÷Kq l%sh dud¾. m%dfoaYSh mßmd,k jHQyh olajd
iïnkaëlr Kh flf¾' • oekg r g ;=< mj;sk ish¨u mdßiß l m%;sm;a;s yd kS;s Í;s h dj;ald,Sk flf¾ '

kuq;a kj md,k;ka;%h úiska mß ir úIh fnod fjka fldg fjkia wud;HdxY 3la h g;g f. fkk ,§' ;jo"
wud;HdxY w;r n, wiu;=,s;;djh la o we;s úh '

mßirh ms<sn| m%Odk m%;sm;a;s iïmdok wdh;kh jk mßir wud;HdxYhg m%Odk l%sh dldÍ wdh ;k f,i
b ;sßj ;snqfKa uOHu mß ir wêldß h iy N+ úoHd iólaIK yd m;,a ld¾h dxYh mu‚' jkÔù iy jk ixr laIK
wud;Hjrh d leìkÜ fYa‚fh a wud;HdxYhla jk kuq;a T jqka mßir m%;sm;a;s iï nkaOfh ka wju md,khla
l%sh d;aul lrk w;r jkÔù ixr laIK wdr laIK r dcH wud;HdxYh úÿ,s jegj,a iy w.,a bÈlsÍ u" m%;sjkfrdamKh
iy jk iïm;a ixj¾Okh we;=¿ úúO ld¾h hka i|yd j. lSu orh s' tfukau jk i;aj yd jDlaI,;d wdr laIK
wd{dmk; h g;g mjrd we;s wdh;k fndfyduh la md,kh lrkafkao thh s'

wjdikdjlg fuka Y%S ,xldfõ jix.; ld,mß Éf þoh ;=< mßirh iqr lsk kS;suh ;ka;%h ÿ¾j, lsÍug ks¾oh
úOdhl ueÈy;aùula isÿ úh ' yskaÿ mqj;am; 2020$09$26 jd¾;d l< mßÈ — . %dó h uOHu W! j m<df;a y,aÿïuq,a,"
fõ,kaúg .ïudkfh a isl=rdod mej;s .u iu. ms< si|r idlÉ Pdjg tlafjñka r dcmlaI uy;d m%ldY l< njg
ckdêm;s udOH wxYh ksl=;a l< ksfõokhl oelafjkafka ish¨‍ jdÑl ksfh da. pl%f,aL f,i ie,lsh h q;= nj;a
tajd fkdi,ld yßk whg o~qjï ,efnk nj;ah '˜ 15

15 https://www.hindawi.com/journals/cmmm/2020/4045064/
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fuu m%fõYh fya;=fjka" wod< pl%f,aL" n,m;% yd n,m;% h dka;%K iy l%shd mámdá ud,djla u. ska iúu;a lr we;s
mdß ißl wdrlaIK r duqj fkdi,ld yere‚' we;eï wjia:dj, foaYmd,k wjYH;d u; .eiÜ iy fr .=,dis yr yd
b ;du;au idOkSh kS;s mjd fjkia lsÍ ug W;aidy ord we;'

iajNdúl iïm;a m%cd;ka;%jd§j iy j. lSfuka md,kh lsÍu m%uqLu wjYH;djhla fõ' iajdNdúl iï m;a
l<ukdlr Kh lrk mdß ißl wdh;kj, iajdëk;ajh o b ;d jeo. ;a h ' f;aÍ m;a jQ md,k ;ka;%hka úiska l,ska
l,g m%;sm;a;s fjkia lrk yÈis ueÈy;aùï tu iajNdúl iïm;aj, ;sr idr Ndú;hg ydkslrh '

jix.;h w;r;=r " iajNdúl iïm;a iQrdlEu i|yd b y; i|yka l< yÈis mshjr . kakd ,§' tajdg wkjir je,s"
b vï" . ,afldß leŒï we;=<;a úh ' fuu iïm;a j,ska /ialr . ; yels flá ld,Sk jdis j,g we.hSula ,nd ÿka
w;r È.=ld,Sk ydksh ;lafiare fkdlf<ah' fuu m%fõYh ka iy m%;sm;a;s" wod< wdh;k iy tajdfh a wëlaIK n,;,
ÿ¾j, lsÍug fya;= ù we;' jk ixr laIK fomd¾;fïka;=j" jkÔù fomd¾;fïka;=j" iy N+ úoHd iólaIK yd m;,a
ld¾h dxYh we;=¿ ;j;a wdh ;k ÿ¾j, ù we;s w;r T jqkaf.a jD;a;Sh ld¾h uKav ,h wvmK lr we;' ÿ¾ j,
lrk ,o jD;a;Sh ld¾ h uKav ,fh a Ñ;a; ffO¾ h h" T jqkaf.a ld¾ h idOkh flfr ys n,md we;s w;r tu ksid
È. =ld,Skj jv d;a or eKq m%;súmdl we;s úh yel' olaI yd f. !r jkSh jD;a;slhka b j;aj f. dia we;s w;r È. ska È. gu
fuu wdh ;kj,ska T jqka b j;aj h kq we;'

m% ;sm;a;s k s¾foaY

fuu ikao¾Nh ;=<" mßirh iy iajNdúl iï m;a l<ukdlr Kh lrk wdh;kj, m%cd;ka;%jd§ md,kh jeä Èh qKq
lsÍ u i|yd my; i|yka m%;sm;a;s ks¾ foaY flfr ys wjOdkh fh duq flf¾'

mrud¾:h jkafka mdßiß l m%cd;ka;%jdoh iy;sl lsÍuh s - tkï ck;djg iajNdúl iïm;aj,g idOdr K f,i
m%fõY ùug yels ùu iy tajd N=la;s ú£ug yels ùuh s'

 mdßißl m%cd;ka;%jdoh iy h ymd,kh ;yjqr e lsÍ u - ue;sjr Kfh ka f;aÍ m;a jk md,k ;ka;%hka
jßka jr fjkia jqjo mdß ißl m%cd;ka;%jdofha uQ,O¾ u mj;ajd .; h q;=h' fuu uQ,O¾uj,g iajNdúl
iï m;a md,kh i|yd iyNd.S;aj iy úksúo fmfkk hdka;%K mj;ajdf. k hdu we;=<;a fõ'

 wka;¾ mrï mr d idOdrK;ajfh a u Q,O¾u j,g . r e lsÍu - cd;sfh a iajNdúl iïm;a iQr dlEu i|yd kS;s
iy m%;sm;a;s fjkia lsÍ ï" iajNdjO¾ uh iy hym;a mß irhla fjkqfjka wkd.; mrïmrdj i;=j we;s
wh;Ska ms< s. ksñka wka;¾ mrï mrd idOdr K;ajfh a uQ,O¾uj,g wkql+, jk nj ;yjqr e l< hq;=h '

 Wmdh u d¾. sl mdß iß l we. h Sï wkq. ukh lsÍu - hï l,dmh l mdßißl iy iudc-
wd¾ Ól ;;a;ajh kag . e,fmk ixj¾Ok Wmdh ud¾ . y÷ kd . ekSug iy f;dar d . ekSug yelshdj ,nd
fok Wmdh ud¾. sl mdßiß l we.hSï iy l%sh d mámdá wkd. ; m%;sm;a;s" ie,iqï" iy jevigyka
l%sh d;aul lsÍ fï§ wkq.ukh lrk nj ;yjqr e l< h q;=h

 wmlaImd;S f ,i kS;sh l%sh d;aul lsÍ u ;yjqr e lsÍu - mqoa. ,hkaf.a" m%dfoaYSh iy foaYmd,k
ud*shdjkaf.a jdishg iy fjk;a wruqKqj,g wkqj kS;s fjkia fkdl< h q;= w;r kS;suh r duqjg . re
l< hq;=h ' iajNdúl iï m;a iQrdlEu iy ta wdY%s; l%sh dldr lï ksis f,i kshdukh l< h q;=h'

 mq¿,aj mokï jQ mdßißl wOHdmkh iy oekqu l< ukdlr Kh ;yjqr e lsÍu - jix.;h h kq udkj-
i;aj ndOl ì£u fya;=fjka yg. ;a" i;ajhkaf. ka ñksiqkag ,enqKq fr da.hls' fuh ish¨‍ ñksiqkag b ;d
ñ, wêl mdvula jk w;r fuh úêu;a wOHdmk úIh ud,df õ iy wúêu;a wOHdmkfha fldgila úh
h q;=h' túg ñksiqka fidndoyu úkdY lsÍug fmr fojrla is;kq we;'

 ;sr idr ixj¾Okfh a u Q,O¾ u j,g . r e lsÍu - jdhq ¥IKh" c, ¥IKh iy md,khlska f;drj iajNdúl
iï m;a iQr dlEu wys;lr jk w;r úYd, msßilf. a Ôú;j,g iy Ôjfkdamdhkag n,mEï lrk nj;a"
iEu flfkl=u wdrla‍Is; jk ;=re lsisfjl= wdrlaIs; fkdjk nj;a jix.;h wmg b .ekaùh ' ˜‍idudkH
Ôú;hg ˜‍ kej; meñŒu bÈßh g h d yels fyd|u u. fkdf õ' b ;sß j we;s iajNdúl iï m;a ;jÿr g;a
iQrdlEu fjkqjg ;sr idr ixj¾Okhla iy;sl lsÍug l%uh la wm úiska fiúh h q;=h' j¾ Okfha mßydksh "
wmf. a mß fNdack rgdjka iy iïm;a iQr dlEu ms<sn|j h <s is;kakg le|jquls'

 iajNdjO¾u h u ; mokï jQ úi÷ ï yr yd wd¾ Ól w¾ nqoh úi£u - jix. ;fhka iy wd¾ Ól w¾nqofhka
mdvï b f.k . ekSfuka r g ;sr idr ixj¾ Ok udj;lg f. k h d yelsh' iajNdjO¾ uh u; mokï jQ iy
j. lshk ixpdrl lafIa;%hla" lDIs-mß ir úoHdj" ;dlaIKh mokï lr. ;a Wmdh ud¾. u. ska jeä ÈhqKq
lrk ,o Ôjfkdamdhka m%j¾Okh lsÍu h k ldr Kd iudchg r el=,la úh yels w;r Lksc iy bÈlsÍ ï
øjH ,nd . ekSug b vï wêl f,i iQrd fkd.kakd njg tu úi÷ï u. ska iy;sl úh yelsh' wdydr
wdkhkh u; h emSu fjkqjg" mdßißl j.lSfuka h q;=j" wdydr j. djg iyh jk mß È b vï
l<ukdlr Kh lsÍu iy kdia;sh wju lsÍu ;=< ska Y%S ,xldj wdydr iaffjÍ Ndjh ,nd . ; h q;=h'



,yq;ifapy; ngUe;njhw;W kw;Wk; nghUshjhu neUf;fbAld; njhlu;Gila Rw;whly; mopT

N`ke;j tpjhdNf16

,e;jpf uh[gf;r 17

rkhjp `d;rdp gpNukrpwp18

Rw;whly; ePjpf;fhd epiyak;19

mwpKfk;

rPdhtpd; T`hdpy; 2019 Mk; Mz;bd; gpw;gFjpapy; Kjypy; fz;lwpag;gl;l nfhtpl; 19 cyfk; KOtJk;
Jupjkhfg; gutpaJ. ,g;ngUe;njhw;W ehk; mz;ikf; fhyj;jpy; Kfq;nfhLj;j vtw;wpidAk;
Nghd;wjy;y. ,w;iwtiuapy;> cyfk; KOtjpYk; 5>759>785 capu;fs; ,g;ngUe;njhw;wpdhy;

fhTnfhs;sg;gl;Ls;sjhf kjpg;gplg;gl;Ls;sJ.20 ,t;thwhd mfhy kuzq;fspd; vz;zpf;if
rKjhaq;fisAk; FLk;gq;fisAk; rpd;dhgpd;dkhf;fpAs;sJ. fhyj;jpw;Ff;fhyk; cs;ehl;L kw;Wk; ru;tNjr
Nghf;Ftuj;Jf;fs; fl;Lg;gLj;jg;gl;ld. rpy njhopw;Jiwfs; tPo;r;rpaile;J gy njhopyhsu;fs;
njhopy;fis ,oe;jdu;. jLg;G+rpfisj; jahupj;J mtw;wpidr; nrYj;Jtjpy; ntw;wpaile;Js;s NghjpYk;
ituRldhd cyfshtpa Nghuhl;lq;fs; Kbatpy;iy vd;gijNa Gjpa jpupGfs; Njhd;WtJ
Rl;bf;fhl;Lfpd;wJ.

,yq;if Fwpg;gplj;jf;f tpjj;jpy; ghjpg;GW epiyapy; ,Ue;jNghNj ngUe;njhw;Wj; jhf;f
Muk;gpj;jJ. ,yq;if mjPj fld; Rikf;F MshfpapUf;fpd;wJ. ,f;fld;fSf;fhd tl;bapidr;
nrYj;j ,yq;if Nghuhb tUfpd;wJ. ehl;bw;Fg; gpujhdkhf tUkhdk; <l;bj;jUk; JiwfSs; xd;whd
Rw;Wyhj;JiwAk; ngUe;njhw;wpdhy; Klq;fpg;NghAs;sJ. Gyk;ngau; njhopyhsu;fs; mDg;Gfpd;w gzk;
ehl;Lf;F tUkhdj;jpid <l;bj;jUfpd;w kw;nwhU %ykhf ,Ue;jJ. Mdhy; ntspehLfspy; njhopy;
GupNthUk; fLk; rpukq;fSf;F Kfq;nfhLj;JtUfpd;wdu;.

KOKlf;ff; fhyg;gFjpapd; NghJ> kpfTk; ghjpg;GWepiyapy; cs;s kf;fSf;F tpNrl
nfhLg;gdTfisAk; czTg; gq;fPl;bidAk; murhq;fk; toq;fNtz;bapUe;jJ - ehl;$ypfshf Ntiy
nra;gtu;fs; Ntiyf;Fr; nry;y KbahjpUe;jJld; jk; tho;itf; nfhz;Lelj;jr; Nrkpg;Gf;
$l ,y;yhjtu;fshf ,Ue;jdu;. Vida ehLfspy; ,Ue;J ,wf;Fkjp nra;aNtz;ba nghUl;fisg;

16 Hemantha Withanage is a co-founder and former Executive Director of Centre for Environmental Justice, Sri
Lanka. He also served as the international convenor and later Executive Director of the NGO Forum on the ADB,
based in Manila. He is currently the Senior Advisor of the CEJ and elected chairperson of the Friends of the Earth
International.
17 Indika Rajapaksha is a graduate from the University of Sabaragamuwa. He is the Environmental Officer of the
Centre for Environmental Justice
18Samadhi Hansani Premasiri holds a law degree r from the University of Colombo. She is a Legal Officer of the
Centre for Environmental Justice.
19 Centre for Environmental Justice is a public interest environmental organization based in Sri Lanka established
in 2004. CEJ is a leading environmental organization in both national and international level
20 https://www.worldometers.info/coronavirus/coronavirus-death-toll/
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ngw;Wf;nfhs;s KbahjpUe;j fhuzj;jpdhy; cs;ehl;Lj; njhopw;Jiwfs; %yg;nghUl;fspd;wpg;
ghjpf;fg;gl;ld. Milj; njhopw;Jiw ,g;gpur;rpidfSf;Fj; jhf;Fg;gpbj;J Nkw;Fwpg;gpl;l rpukq;fisj;
jhz;b ,yhgkPl;lf;$bajhf ,Ue;jnjd;gJ Fwpg;gplj;jf;fjhFk;.

tupapidf; Fiwg;gjhf tpahghuj; Jiwf;F murhq;fk; toq;fpa Kiwahfj; jpl;lkplg;glhj Nju;jy;
thf;FWjpAk; tUkhd ,og;gpid cUthf;fpaJ.

xj;jpirtpidg; Ngz KbahJ jLkhwp> nfhLj;j thf;FWjpfisAk; vjpu;ghu;g;Gf;fisAk; epiwNtw;whj

“ey;yhl;rp” murhq;fj;jpd; Njhy;tpapidj; njhlu;e;J jw;Nghija murhq;fk; 2019 Mk; Mz;by;

Nju;e;njLf;fg;gl;lJ. “gpizKwp Nkhrb” “ey;yhl;rp murhq;fk;” vd;w ngau;r;rpd;dj;jpw;F mtkjpg;gpid
Vw;gLj;jpaJ. [dhjpgjpf;Fk; gpujkUf;Fk; ,ilapyhd MSik Nkhjy;fSk; nfhs;if Nkhjy;fSk;
murhq;fk; Klq;Ftjw;Ff; fhuzkhfpd. Kw;$l;bNa toq;fg;gl;l jfty;fspd; mbg;gilapy; murhq;fk;
nraw;gl;bUe;jhy; Njthyaq;fspYk; N`hl;ly;fspYk; elj;jg;gl;l capu;j;j QhapW jhf;Fjy;fisj;

jtpu;j;jpUf;fyhk; vd;gJ gfpuq;fg;gLj;jg;gl;lNghJ> mJ murhq;fj;jpd; tPo;r;rpf;F topaikj;jJ.

,yq;if kf;fs; [dhjpgjp Nfhl;lhga uh[gf;rit 2019 Mk; Mz;L Nju;e;njLj;jdu;. Aj;jj;jpd; filrp
tUlq;fspd;NghJ Kd;dhs; ghJfhg;Gr; nrayhsuhf ,Ue;j ,tu;> rl;lj;jpidAk; xOq;fpidAk;

ghJfhg;gpidAk; thf;FWjpaspj;jhu;. “RgPl;rj;jpd; Nehf;F” vDk; jiyg;gpy; kpfTk; Rthu];akhd Nju;jy;

tpQ;Qhgdj;jpid ,tu; rku;g;gpj;jhu;. “tpaj; kf” vd miof;fg;gl;l gy;NtW Gyq;fisr; Nru;e;j
njhopy;thz;ikahsu;;fs; kw;Wk; epGzu;fs; mlq;fpa FOtpd; MjuT ,tUf;F ,Ue;jJ. ,t;thwhd
cUthf;fk; ,yq;ifiag; nghUshjhu mgptpUj;jpf;fhd rupahd ghijapy; ,l;Lr;nry;Yk; vdg; gyUk;
ek;gpdu;.

rpwg;ghf cUthf;fg;gl;l rfy jpl;lq;fisAk; nfhtpl; 19 rPu;Fiyj;jJ. MapDk; ,yq;if jw;;NghJ
rpf;Fz;Ls;s rpf;fYf;F ntWkNd nfhtpl; 19 ngUe;njhw;wpidf; fhuzk; $wptpl KbahJ. gy
jrhg;jq;fshf ,lk;ngw;w nfhs;ifj; jtWfs;> jtwhd Kfhikj;Jtk;> Coy; kw;Wk; murpay;thjpfspd;
FWfpa Nehf;fk; nfhz;l jPu;khdk; tFj;jy;fs; Mfpatw;wpd; tpisTfNs ,JthFk;. cs;ehl;L
tpahghuj;jpw;fhd #oy; rhjfkw;wjhff; fhzg;gLtJld; mJ el;gw;wjhfTk; fhzg;gLfpd;wJ. MapDk;>
fle;j ,uz;L tUlq;fshf ,lk;ngw;w jtwhd Kfhikj;Jtk; ,yq;if ,d;W vjpu;Nehf;Fk;

neUf;fbapid Nkhrkhf;fpAs;sJ.

nfhtpl; 19 njhw;Wepiyapd;NghJ ,yq;ifapy; ,lk;ngw;w gy mgptpUj;jpr; nraw;ghLfs; Rw;whlYf;Fg;
ghjfkhd jPq;Ffis vw;gLj;jpAs;sd. Fwpg;ghf ,aw;if tsq;fspd; MSifapy; Nkhrkhd jhf;fq;fis
mit Vw;gLj;jpAs;sd. ngUe;njhw;Wld; NeubahfNth my;yJ kiwKfkhfNth njhlu;Ggl;Ls;sJk;
fle;j ,uz;L tUlq;fshfr; Rw;whly; Jiwapy; epfo;e;Js;sJkhd ghupa khw;wq;fis ,e;j Mtzk;
fye;JiuahLfpd;wJ.

2019 ,y; [dhjpgjpj; Nju;jy; Kbtile;J rpy thuq;fspd; gpd;du; kzy;> kz; kw;Wk; fdpkq;fs; Vw;wpr;
nry;yg;gLtjw;fhd xOq;Ftpjpfis mikr;ruit jsu;j;jpaJ. kzy; Vw;wpr;nry;yg;gLtijf;
fl;Lg;gLj;jpa cupkq;fs; Njitaw;witahfpd. epu;khzj; Jiwf;Fg; Nghjpa kziyf;
fpilf;fr;nra;tNj ,jd; Fwpf;Nfhshf ,Ue;jJ. Gtpr;rupjtpay; msit Ruq;fg;
gzpafj;jpDs; ,lk;ngw;wjhff; Fwpg;gplg;gLk; Coiy mfw;Wtjw;fhd xU top vdTk; ,J
epahag;gLj;jg;gl;lJ. MapDk;> ,J ,aw;if tsq;fisr; #iwahLtjw;Fk; Fwpg;ghf Mw;Wg; gLf;iffs;
kw;Wk; kz; gbTfisr; #iwahLtjw;Fk; cs;@u; murpay; Mjuthsu;fSf;Fk; MSq;fl;rpapy; cs;s
Nju;e;njLf;fg;gl;l murpay;thjpfSf;Fk; xU tha;g;gpid toq;Ftjw;fhd Vw;ghL vd VidNahu;



Fw;wQ;rhl;bdu;.21 xOq;Ftpjpfs; ,t;thW jsu;j;jg;gl;lik vjpu;tUk; Nju;jYf;Fg; Nghjpa epjpfisj;

jpul;Ltij ,yf;Fitj;jpUf;fyhk;.

MapDk;> 2009 Mk; Mz;bd; 66 Mk; ,yf;f Ruq;fq;fs; kw;Wk; fdpg;nghUl;fs; (jpUj;jr;) rl;lj;jpdhy;
jpUj;jg;gl;l 1992 Mk; Mz;bd; 33 Mk; ,yf;f Ruq;fq;fs; kw;Wk; fdpg;nghUl;fs; rl;lj;jpd; gpupT
28 ,d; Vw;ghLfSf;F ,j;jPu;khdk; Kuzhdjhf ,Ue;jJ. Njrpa Rw;whly; mikg;nghd;whd Rw;whly;
ePjpf;fhd epiyak; ,e;j tplaj;jpid Nkd;KiwaPl;L ePjpkd;wj;jpw;Ff; nfhz;Lte;J> ghuhSkd;wj;jpdhy;
epiwNtw;wg;gl;l rl;lk; xd;wpd; Vw;ghLfis kPwp mikr;ruit mjd; mjpfhuj;jpw;F mg;ghy; nrd;W
nraw;gl;Ls;sJ vd thjpl;lJ. ,jd; fhuzkhfg; gpd;du; 2020 [_iy khjj;jpy; xOq;Ftpjpfis
kPsepiyehl;b kzy; Vw;wpr; nry;yg;gLtijf; fz;fhzpf;FkhW ePjpkd;wk; nghypRj;Jiwj;
jiyikajpgjpf;F cj;jutpl;lJ.

,d;Wk; ,yq;if KOtJk; njhlu;fpd;w ghjfkhd jhf;fk; mikr;ruitapd; eltbf;iffspdhy;;
Vw;gl;Ls;sJld; MWfSk; kzw;Fd;WfSk; epyk; rhu;e;j kz; gbTfSk; njhlu;e;Jk; rfl;LNkdpf;Fr;
Ruz;lg;gLfpd;wd. ,t;thW kpf Nkhrkhfg; ghjpf;fg;gl;l MWfspy; xd;whf k`htyp MW
fhzg;gLfpd;wJ. NrUtpy Nghd;w rpy Fwpg;gpl;l gpuNjr nrayfg; gpupTfs; Mw;W kzy; mfo;T

njhlu;ghd gy gpzf;Ffisf; nfhz;Ls;sd.

“Vida mur tdq;fis” xOq;FgLj;Jtjw;fhd mjpfhuj;jpid tdj; jpizf;fsj;jpw;F toq;fpa 5/2002
tdr; Rw;WepUgj;jpid murhq;fk; 2020 Mk; Mz;bd; Muk;gj;jpNyNa ,uj;Jr;nra;Jtpl;lJ. Rw;WepUgk;

1/2005 tpNrl Kf;fpaj;Jtk; tha;e;jjhFk;. Vnddpy; ehL KOtJk; cs;s 500>000 n`f;Nlau;fs;

nfhz;l “Vida mur fhzpfSf;F” toq;fg;gl;Ls;s xNunahU ghJfhg;G ,JthFk;.22

ngUe;njhw;wpdhy; ,yq;if Kfq;nfhLf;ff;$ba czT neUf;fbf;Fr; Nridg; gapu;r;nra;ifapid
mjpfupg;gjd; %yk; jahuhtjw;fhd topnad ,j;jPu;khdk; epahag;gLj;jg;gl;lJ. tsu;g;Gg; gwitfSf;fhd
jPtdj;jpw;Fj; Njitg;gLk; Nrhsj;jpid ,wf;Fkjp nra;tjw;fhd epjpfs; ,y;yhikNa cz;ikapy;

murhq;fj;jpd; gpujhd fupridahf ,Ue;jJ.

Vida midj;J tdf; fhzpfisAk; Kfhikj;Jtk; nra;tjw;fhd mjpfhuj;jpid tdg; ghJfhtyu;

ehafj;jpw;F toq;Ffpd;w 05/2011 Mk; ,yf;fr; Rw;WepUgj;jpYk; tdk; rhuhj Nehf;fq;fSf;fhff;

fhzpfis tpLtpg;gjw;fhf tdg; ghJfhtyu; ehafj;jpw;F mjpfhuj;jpid toq;Fk; 02/2006 Mk; ,yf;fr;
Rw;WepUgj;jpYk; jhf;fk; nrYj;Jfpd;w fhuzj;jpdhy; tdrPtuhrpfs; kw;Wk; tdg; ghJfhg;G mikr;rpd;

nrayhsupdhy; ntspaplg;gl;l MWFC/1/2020 Mk; ,yf;fg; Gjpa Rw;WepUgj;Jld; Rw;whly; Mu;tyu;fSk;

rptpy; r%fKk; ,zq;ftpy;iy.

“Vida mur tdq;fs;” vDk; nrhw;gjk; jhNk jtwhf topelj;Jtjhf cs;sJ. 2009 Mk; Mz;bd; 65

Mk; ,yf;f td (jpUj;jr;) rl;lk; rpy tdg; gpuNjrq;fis “NtW VjhtJ tdq;fs;” vd my;yJ

“ghJfhf;fg;gl;l tdk; my;yhj NtW tdk;> xJf;fg;gl;l tdk; my;yJ fpuhk tdk;” vdf;

Fwpg;gpLfpd;wJ. ,e;jr; nrhw;gjq;fs; Fog;gj;jpid mjpfupj;Js;sd.

21 https://www.newsfirst.lk/2020/07/01/election-official-urges-action-against-suspension-of-sand-
transportation-permit-system/
22 See: Controversial 5/2001 circular – Exploring the ripple effect; https://www.themorning.lk/controversial-5-2001-circular-
exploring-the-ripple-effect/
To clarify: Under the provisions of the Forest Ordinance No. 16 of 1907, there are three types of forests in Sri Lanka under the
Forest Conservation Ordinance: Conservation forests, reserved forests/forest reserves, and village forests – all of which are
afforded legal protection under this legislation. The areas which are not declared under any other enactment are called
“other state forests” which, subsequent to Circular 5/2001, come under the purview of the Forest Department.

https://www.themorning.lk/controversial-5-2001-circular-exploring-the-ripple-effect/
https://www.themorning.lk/controversial-5-2001-circular-exploring-the-ripple-effect/


fhzpfis khw;Wk; nrad;Kiwapidj; Jupjg;gLj;JkhWk; vjpu;fhy eltbf;iffSf;fhff; fhj;jpUf;Fk;
gpur;rpidfisj; jPu;f;FkhWk; mwpTWj;jy;fis toq;Fk; gy njhlu;ghly;fs; fhzp mikr;rpd;
nrayhsupdhy; gpuNjr nrayhsu;fSf;F mDg;gpitf;fg;gl;Ls;sijr; Rw;whly; Mu;tyu;fs;

mtjhdpj;Js;sdu;. “nrad;Kiwapidj; Jupjg;gLj;JkhW” toq;fg;gl;l mOj;jq;fs; ehnlq;fpYk; fhzp
mgfupg;Gr; rk;gtq;fspy; mjpfupg;G Vw;gLtjw;Fk; fhzp mgfupg;gpy; gyk;

gpuNahfpf;fg;gLtjw;Fk; ,l;Lr;nrd;Ws;sJ. Fwpg;ghf epy;fy> te;jk njkypa> nfhl;bahfy – tj;Njfk>

fgpypj;j> tzhj;jtpy;Y> nghy;Nygj;j – uk;gf;fd; Xah> nghj;Jtpy;> mk;ghiw> jfaf;fy Mfpa
tdq;fspYk; kw;Wk; Vida NtW gy ,lq;fspYs;s tdq;fspYk;; ,e;j epiyik fhzg;gLfpd;wJ.

murhq;fj;jpd; jtwhd nray;fisr; Rl;bf;fhl;b> rptpy; r%fk; Mu;g;ghl;lq;fisAk; NguzpfisAk; r%f
Clfg; gpurhuq;fisAk; Kd;ndLg;gij ,e;j eltbf;iffs; tYg;gLj;jpd. Rw;whly; ePjpf;fhd epiyak;>
tdrPtuhrpfs; jpizf;fsj;Jld; ,ize;Js;s rq;fq;fs;> tdj; jpizf;fsk; kw;Wk; kj;jpa Rw;whly;
mjpfhurig kw;Wk; Vida mikg;Gf;fs; Mfpait gy tof;Ffisj; jhf;fy; nra;Js;sJld; ,e;j

tof;Ffs; Nkd;KiwaPl;L ePjpkd;wj;jpy; epYitahf cs;sd.

2021 Nk 25 Mk; jpfjp> nfhOk;Gj; JiwKfj;jpw;F mUfpy; vf;];gpu]; Ngu;s; fg;gy; jPg;gpbj;J mjd;
fhuzkhf 2021 [_d; 3 Mk; jpfjp %o;fpaJ. rk;gtk; eilngw;wNghJ gpsh];jpf; Fspiffs; cs;spl;l
Mgj;jhd gjhu;j;jq;fs; mlq;fpa ruf;Ffs; fg;gypy; epiwe;jpUe;jd. Jupjkhf el;l<l;bidf;
NfhUtjd; %yk; ,yq;if Kfq;nfhLj;j ntspehl;L ehzag; gw;whf;Fiwg; gpur;rpidiaj; jPu;g;gjw;fhd
xU tha;g;ghf mikr;ru;fspy; rpyu; ,jid Nehf;fpdu;.

MapDk;> mdu;j;jj;jpdhy; Vw;gl;l nryT mjpfupj;Jr; nrd;wJld;> rKj;jpuk;> flw;fiufs; kw;Wk;
kPd;fspd; ,Ug;Gf;fSf;F Vw;gl;l Nrjk; cs;slq;fyhf Rw;whlYf;F kPl;nlLf;f Kbahj kw;Wk; mstpl
Kbahj NrjKk; Vw;gl;lJ. gpuNjrj;jpy; flw;nwhopypy; <Lgl;ltu;fspdJk; flw;nwhopYld; njhlu;Gila
njhopy;fspy; <Lgl;ltu;fspdJk; tho;thjhuq;fspd; kPJ ,e;j mdu;j;jk; Nkhrkhd jhf;fj;jpid
Vw;gLj;jpaJ.

Vw;gl;l ,og;Gf;fSf;fhf murhq;fj;jpdhy; ,w;iwtiu nghUj;jkhd njhifAila el;l<l;bidg;

ngw;Wf;nfhs;s Kbatpy;iy. ;vf;];gpu]; Ngu;s; nfhs;fyd; fg;gypd;’ ,af;Fdu;fshd vf;];gpu];
gPlu;];> ,yq;if murhq;fj;jpw;F Muk;gf; nfhLg;gdthf 3.6 kpy;ypad; mnkupf;f nlhyu;fisf; fyj;jpd;

cupikahsu;fshd P&I ,d;#uu;]; %ykhfr; nrYj;jpapUe;jJ. ,f;nfhLg;gdT jPapd; tpisthYk;

fyk; %o;fpaikapdhYk; ghjpf;fg;gl;ltu;fSf;F cjTtjw;fhf toq;fg;gl;lJ.23 ngw;Wf;nfhz;l
njhifapy; 420 kpy;ypad; &gh (Rkhu; 2.1 kpy;ypad; nlhyu;fs;) cs;@u; kPdtu;fSf;F el;l<L
toq;Ftjw;fhf xJf;fg;gl;lJ. kPdt rKjhak; vjpu;Nehf;fg; NghFk; ,og;Gf;fisf;
fUj;jpw;;nfhs;ifapy;> ,J kpff; Fiwthd xU njhifahFk;. Nkyjpf el;l<L toq;fg;gLk; vd;gjw;fhd

vt;tpjkhd cj;juthjKk; ,y;iy.

rLjpahdJk; vjpu;ghuhjJkhd xU eltbf;ifapid Nkw;nfhz;L ,yq;if murhq;fk; 2021 Nk 06 Mk;
jpfjpapypUe;J nraY}f;fk; ngWk; tifapy;> G+r;rpf;nfhy;ypfs;> fisf;nfhy;ypfs; cs;slq;fyhf
cuq;fisAk; tptrha ,urhadq;fisAk; ,wf;Fkjp nra;tjw;Ff; fl;Lg;ghl;bidAk; jilapidAk;

tpjpj;jJ. “fhyepiyr; rthYf;fhd ePLWjpahd jPu;TfSld; gRikahd ,yq;ifapid

cUthf;Ftjw;fhd” [dhjpgjp nrayzp 2021 Nk 10 Mk; jpfjp epakpf;fg;gl;lJ. mr;re;ju;g;gj;jpy; ahy
Nghfj;jpd; gapu;r;nra;if Muk;gpj;jpUe;jJ. ,e;jf; nfhs;if jkJ cw;gj;jpapYk; mWtilapYk;

23 https://colombogazette.com/2021/07/14/x-press-feeders-pays-sri-lanka-us3-6-million/
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Vw;gLj;jg;NghFk; tpisTfis epidj;J mQ;rpa tptrhapfs; fLikahd vjpu;g;gpid ntspf;fhl;bdu;.
tay;ntspfspYk; tPjpfspYk; Mu;g;ghl;lq;fs; elj;jg;gl;ld.

$l;Lg; grisapd; cs;ehl;L cw;gj;jpapid trjpg;gLj;Jtjw;fhf murhq;fk; Nrjd tptrhaj;jpid
Nkk;gLj;Jtjw;fhd xU gpurhuj;jpidj; njhlq;fpaJ. MapDk;> tUlhe;jk; Njitg;gLk; 0.6 kpy;ypad;
nkl;upf; njhd;fs; cuj; Njitg;ghl;bid ,J G+u;j;jpnra;tjhf ,Uf;ftpy;iy. cuj;jpidj;
jilnra;tjw;fhd jPu;khdj;jpYs;s jtWfs; njspthfj; njupate;jJk;> rPdhtpy; ,Ue;J flw;ghrpapidg;
gad;gLj;jpj; jahupf;fg;gl;l cuj;jpidAk; ,e;jpahtpy; ,Ue;J eNdh iejurd; cuj;jpidAk; ,af;Fkjp
nra;jy; Nghd;w gy khw;wPLfis murhq;f MNyhrfu;fs; Kaw;rpj;jdu;. ,uz;L jPu;khdq;fSk; kpfTk;
ru;r;irf;Fupaitahf khwp tptrha epGzu;fSf;Fk; Nrjdg; grisapid Cf;Ftpg;gtu;fSf;Fk;
tptrhapfSf;Fk; ,ilapy; #lhd tpthjq;fs; ,lk;ngw topaikj;jd. tptrhapfshy; cukpd;wpg;
gapu;nra;a Kbahky; NghdJk; ,e;j tplak; tptrha mikg;Gf;fshYk; murpay; fl;rpfshYk;
tPjpapy; ,wq;fpg; NghuhLk; tplakhf khwpaJ. re;ijapy; fpilf;ff;$bajhf ,Ue;j Nrjdg; grisapd;

jukhdJ epakq;fisg; G+u;j;jpnra;atpy;iy vd;gJ jPu;khdpf;fg;gl;lJk; ,e;j mOj;jk; ,d;Dk; jPtpukhdJ.

rPdhtpYs;s fpq;lNth rPtpd; gNah-nlf; FOkj;jpdhy; jahupf;fg;gl;l Nrjd cuj;jpy; jPq;Fkpf;f
gf;Bupahf;fs; cs;sd vd;w mbg;gilapy; me;j cu ,Ug;gpid thq;Ftjw;F ,yq;if kWj;jNghJ mJ

murhq;fq;fspDs;Nsahd gpur;rpidahf khwpaJ. SLS 1704:2021 epakq;fSld; cuk; ,iaGwtpy;iy

vdj; Njrpa jhtuj; njhw;Wj;jilfhg;G mjpfhurig jPu;khdpj;jJ. fpq;lNth rPtpd; FOkk; fz;lwpjy;fis
kWjypj;Jj; jkf;Ff; fl;lzk; nrYj;jg;glNtz;Lk; vd typAWj;jpaJ. Xg;ge;jj;jpidr; nrYj;jhj
fhuzj;jpdhy; mur tq;fp xd;wpidf; fWg;Gg; gl;baypy; Nru;g;gjw;Fr; rPd murhq;fk;
jahuhf ,Ue;jJ. ,yq;if murhq;fk; ntspehl;L ehza neUf;fbapy; jpf;FKf;fhbg; NghapUe;j
epiyapYk; Nfhupf;iff;F cld;gl;L epuhfupf;fg;gl;l cuj;jpw;fhfr; rPdf; fk;gdpf;F ,Wjpapy; 6.9

kpy;ypad; nlhyu;fisr; nrYj;jpaJ.24

rPdhTf;F 6.8 kpy;ypad; mnkupf;f nlhyu;fs; el;l<lhfr; nrYj;jg;gl;lJ. NkYk; gpur;rpidahdJ
KOtJkhfTk; jpUg;jpfukhfTk; jPu;f;fg;gltpy;iy. murhq;fk; jw;NghJ Nkw;Fwpg;gpl;l epakq;fis
kWMa;T nra;J jpUj;Jk; nrad;Kiwapy; cs;sJ. ,t;thW kWMa;T nra;J jpUj;jg;gLk; epakq;fs;
jPq;Fkpf;f my;yJ er;R cuj;jpid ehl;Lf;Fs; ,wf;Fkjp nra;tjw;F mDkjpf;fyhk; vd;w mr;rj;jpy;
Rw;whly; Mu;tyu;fSk; tptrha epGzu;fSk; cs;sdu;. ,J mq;fPfupf;fg;gl;lhy;> vjpu;fhyj;jpy;

gpd;tpisTfs; Vw;glyhk;.

cuj; Njhy;tpapd; Neub tpisnthd;whf> czT cw;gj;jp rkurk; nra;ag;gl;L czT tpiyfs;

vfpwpAs;sd. “ahy” Nghfj;jpd;NghJ mWtilapy; 50 rjtpfpj ,og;G Vw;gLk; vd tptrhapfs; rq;fq;fs;
vjpu;T$Wfpd;wd. kuf;fwp mWtilfSk; fzprkhf tPo;r;rpaile;Js;sJld; tpiyfSk; kpf cau;thff;
fhzg;gLfpd;wd. re;ijapy; muprpg; gw;whf;Fiwapidj; jtpu;g;gjw;fhf 2021 Mk; Mz;bd; ,Wjpg;
gFjpapy; rPdhtpy; ,Ue;Jk; Vida ehLfspy; ,Ue;Jk; ntspehl;L ehza neUf;fbf;F kj;jpapy;
muprp ,wf;Fkjp nra;ag;gl;Ls;sJ.

fle;j tUlq;fspy; kdpj–ahid Nkhjy; (HEC) rk;gtq;fspy; mjpfupg;G Vw;gl;Ls;sijj; juTfs;

fhl;Lfpd;wd. ,jw;fhd gpujhd fhuzq;fs; fhLfisj; Jg;guT nra;jYk; ahidfspd; ,iltopfisf;
Fog;GtJkhFk;. ahidfs; fpuhkq;fSf;Fs; tUtijj; jLg;gjw;fhfj; Njrpag; G+q;fhf;fisr; Rw;wp ahid
mfopfis epu;khzpg;gjw;F 2021 tuTnryTj; jpl;lk; mq;fPfhuk; toq;fpaJ. Mdhy; rhj;jpats
Ma;tpid Nkw;nfhs;shkYk; Rw;whly; jhf;f kjpg;gPLfis Nkw;nfhs;shkYk; njhy;nghUs; jhf;f
kjpg;gPLfis Nkw;nfhs;shkYk; gq;fPLghl;lhsu;fSld; vt;tpjkhd fye;Jiuahliy elj;jhkYk;
fUj;jpl;lk; 2021 brk;gupy; Muk;gpf;fg;gl;lJ. ,f;fUj;jpl;lk; Kaw;rpf;fg;gl;L> guprPypf;fg;gl;L>

24 https://economynext.com/sri-lanka-to-purchase-organic-fertilizer-from-chinese-firm-sued-npqs-89594/
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Njhy;tpAw;Ws;sijAk; jhz;bj; njhlu;e;Jk; Kd;ndLj;Jr; nry;yg;gLtJ njhlu;ghf tdrPtuhrpfs;
epGzu;fs; Vkhw;wkile;Js;sdu;.

xU epGzu; gpd;tUkhW Fwpg;gpl;Ls;shu;: “ahid–kdpj Nkhjiyj; jzpg;gJ vd;w Nghu;itapy;
tdrPtuhrpfs; jpizf;fsj;jpd; ghJfhf;fg;gl;l gpuNjrq;fspy; ,Ue;J ,aw;if tsq;fisr; Ruz;Ltij

trjpg;gLj;Jtjw;Nf mfopfs; ntl;LtJ Kd;nkhopag;gLfpd;wNjh vd;w re;Njfk; Vw;gLfpd;wJ.25 NkYk;

fpilf;ff;$ba jfty;fspy; ,Ue;J> ghJfhf;fg;gl;l gpuNjrq;fspd; 1 iky; ‘jLg;G tyaj;jpDs;’
jq;fspd; nrhe;jr; nrytpy; mfopfis ntl;Ltjw;Fj; jdpahUf;F mDkjp toq;fg;gl;L tUfpd;wJ
NkYk; ,t;thW mDkjp njhlu;e;Jk; toq;fg;gLk;. Njhz;lg;gl;l kz;iz tpw;gid nra;tjw;fhf vLj;Jr;
nry;tjw;Fk; mDkjp toq;fg;gLk; vd;gJ njupatUfpd;wJ.

“,e;jj; jdpg;gl;l jug;gpdu;fisj; njupTnra;tjpy; ntspg;gilj;jd;ikkpf;f xU
nghwpKiw ,y;yhjpUg;gJ Nghy; njd;gLfpd;wJ. vdNt ,e;j mjpu;~;lj;jpdhy; ed;ikailtJ ahu;

vd;gij vk;khy; fw;gid kl;LNk nra;aKbAk;!”26

Kiwahfj; jpl;lkplg;glhj ,f;fUj;jpl;lk; Njrpa rl;lq;fs; kPwg;gLtjw;Fk;

CoYf;Fk; ,l;Lr;nrd;Ws;sJ. NkYk;> “ahid-kdpj Nkhjiyf;” Fiwg;gjw;fhd eltbf;ifahf ,J
mwpKfg;gLj;jg;gl;lhYk; ,J tpyq;FfSf;F kuzg; nghwpapid cUthf;Ftjhy; Vida
capupdq;fs; ,wf;ff;$ba rhj;jpak; cs;spl;l gy ghjfkhd jhf;fq;fisf; nfhz;Ls;sJld; epy
Nkw;gug;;gpd; cUtiuapidAk; ePu; tbe;NjhLtijAk; khw;wp kz;zpd; kPJk; fhyepiyapd; kPJk; ghjfkhd
jhf;fq;fisAk; Vw;gLj;Jfpd;wJ.

ngUe;njhw;wpd; fhuzkhf ehL KOtJkhf Klf;fg;gl;bUe;j fhyg;gFjpapy;> Rw;whlypy; jhf;fNkw;gLj;jpa
gy eltbf;iffs; mk;gykhfpd. rl;l kPwy;fSf;F ,l;Lr;nry;Yk; tifapy; cUthf;fg;gl;l Rw;whly;
rhu;e;j gy nfhs;iffspd; kj;jpapy; gpd;tUtd mlq;Ffpd;wd: <u epyq;fis epug;gy;> fy;fpir

flw;fiuapy; “fiuNahu nrOikg;gLj;jy;”, Kj;Juh[ty <uepyj;jpid efu mgptpUj;jp mjpfhurigr;
rl;lj;jpd; fPo; nfhz;Lte;j tu;j;jkhdp mwptpj;jy;> tdrPtuhrpfs; ghJfhg;G mikr;rpd; ,uh[hq;f
mikr;rupdhy; Njrpa G+q;fhf;fspd; vy;iyfspd; topNa mfopfis ntl;Ljy;> kpd;rhu Ntypaikj;jy;
kw;Wk; mfopfis ntl;Ljy; cs;spl;l ghJfhg;G eltbf;iffis vLj;jy;> kw;Wk; kPs;fhlhf;fy; kw;Wk;
td ts mgptpUj;jp. ,itNa ngUk; vz;zpf;ifapyhd miuNtf;fhl;L mgptpUj;jp eltbf;iffspd;
rpy Jyhk;gukhd cjhuzq;fshFk;.

“RgPl;rj;jpd; Nehf;F” vDk; [dhjpgjp Nfhl;lhga uh[gf;rtpd; Nju;jy; tpQ;Qhgdk; 10 gpujhd
nfhs;iffSf;fhd flg;ghl;bid ntspg;gLj;jpapUe;jJ. rkdpiyg;gLj;jg;gl;l r%f> nghUspay; kw;Wk;
Rw;whly; eilKiwfs; %ykhf epiyngWjF mgptpUj;jpapid miltjw;fhd epiyngWjF Rw;whly;
nfhs;ifapid mJ cs;slf;fpapUe;jJ. ,f;nfhs;if tplaj;jpd; Mjhu gyj;jpy; gpd;tUtd

cs;slq;fpapUe;jd: moptpypUe;J ghJfhj;jy; kw;Wk; fhj;jYf;fhd Rw;whly; xOq;Ftpjp; jw;NghJs;s
Rw;whly; nfhs;iffisAk; tpjpfisAk; xOq;FtpjpfisAk; ,w;iwg;gLj;jy;; epiyngWjF

mgptpUj;jp ,yf;Ffis mgptpUj;jpr; rl;lfj;jpDs; xUq;fpizj;jy;; RNjr mwptpidAk;
njhopy;El;gq;fisAk; epiyngWjF mgptpUj;jpapDs; $l;bizj;jy; kw;Wk; tho;f;ifj;juq;fis

cau;j;Jtij cWjpg;gLj;j rfy epu;thf kl;lq;fspYk; xUq;fpizg;G.27

25 Department of Wildlife Conservation ‘s Protected Areas (DWC ‘s PAs)
26 See: “Trenches against wild elephants – tried, tested and failed, say experts,”
https://www.sundaytimes.lk/211212/news/trenches-against-wild-elephants-tried-tested-and-failed-say-experts-464983.html
27 https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pmc/articles/PMC7537588/
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,e;j Mtzk; kpfTk; rhjfkhd Rw;whly; ghJfhg;G kw;Wk; moptpypUe;J ghJfhj;jy; mZFKiwapidg;
gpujpgypj;jhYk;> ,e;j murhq;fk; gjtpf;F te;jJ Kjy; tpQ;Qhgdj;jpw;F vjpuhfNt nraw;gl;L
tUfpd;wJ.

cupkq;fis mfw;wpajd; %yk; kzy; Vw;wpr;nry;tjw;fhd xOq;Ftpjpfisj; jsu;j;jpaik> Njrpa

G+q;fhf;fisr; Rw;wp mfopfis ntl;baik> “Vida mur tdq;fspd;” cs;Ns kz; mfo;tpy;

<LgLtjw;F mDkjpf;ifapy; Gtpr;rupjtpay; msit Ruq;fg; gzpafj;jpd; (GSMB) cupkk; toq;Fk;

eltbf;ifKiwf;fhd Njitg;ghl;bid mfw;wpaik vd;gd 1992 Mk; Mz;bd; 33 Mk; ,yf;f
Ruq;fq;fs; kw;Wk; fdpg;nghUl;fs; rl;lj;jpidj; njspthf kPWfpd;w eltbf;iffshFk;;.

Rw;WepUgk; MWFC/1/2020 ,Ys;s Vw;ghLfs; rl;ltpNuhjkhdit vd;gJld; mit rl;lj;jpw;F
KuzhditahFk;. mit 2009 Mk; Mz;bd; 65 Mk; ,yf;f tdg; ghJfhg;Gf; fl;lisr;rl;lj;jpd;
(jpUj;jk;) Vw;ghLfisf; Fwpg;ghf kPWfpd;wd. tdk; rhuhj Nehf;fq;fSf;fhf xU n`f;NlaUf;Fk;

Nkw;gl;l fhzpapid tpLtpg;gjw;F Kd;du; Rw;whly; jhf;f kjpg;gPl;bidj; (EIA) Njitg;gLj;Jk; 1993
[_d; 18 Mk; jpfjpa 772/22Mk; ,yf;f tu;j;jkhdp mwptpj;jYf;Fk; 1980 Mk; Mz;bd; 47 Mk; ,yf;f
Njrpa Rw;whly; rl;lj;jpd; gpupT 23BB ,d; Vw;ghLfSf;Fk; Rw;WepUgk; Kuzhdjhf mike;Js;sJ.

ehl;bd; tdg; Nghu;itapid 30% ,dhy; mjpfupg;gjw;fhf “RgPl;rj;jpd; Nehf;fpy;” Fwpg;gplg;gl;Ls;sthwhd>
jw;Nghija [dhjpgjp mjpNkjF Nfhl;lhga uh[gf;rtpd; nfhs;iff; $w;WlDk; ,J Kuz;gLfpd;wJ.

Nrjd tptrhaj;jpid Nkk;gLj;Jtjw;fhd nfhs;iffs; Njhy;tpf;F ,l;Lr;nrd;Ws;sJld; vz;zw;w
rl;lg; gpur;rpidfisAk; cUthf;fpAs;sd. 1999 Mk; Mz;bd; 35 Mk; ,yf;fj; jhtug; ghJfhg;Gr; rl;lk;
jhtuq;fSf;Fj; jPq;F tpistpf;fj;jf;f my;yJ NrjNkw;gLj;jf;$ba my;yJ mopNtw;gLj;jf;$ba
vt;tpjkhd jhtu tifapidAk; mwpKfg;gLj;Jtjw;nfjpuhd ghJfhg;Gf;fhd kw;Wk; ,yq;ifapDs;

tUfpd;w jhtuq;fspd; Jg;guNtw;ghl;Lf;fhd Vw;ghLfis” toq;Ffpd;wJ. MapDk;>
rPdhtpy; ,Ue;J ,wf;Fkjp nra;ag;gl;l cuj;jpy; tptrha cw;gj;jpfSf;F kpfTk; jPq;Fkpf;f

Nehahf;fpahd “vu;tpdpah” gf;Bupah mlq;fpapUe;jik fz;lwpag;gl;lJ. ,J SLS epakk; 1704:2021 ,id
kPWfpd;wJ.

,J kz;iz khrhf;Ffpd;w fhuzj;jpdhy; Njrpa Rw;whly; rl;lj;jpd; Vw;ghLfisAk; kPWfpd;wJ. Njrpa

Rw;whly; rl;lj;jpd; gpupT 23 N(1) kz; khrhf;fiyf; Fw;wr;nrayhf;Ffpd;wJ. ,e;j Vw;ghl;bd; fPo;

“kz;zpd; my;yJ kz;zpd; Nkw;gug;gpd; ngsjpf> ,urhad my;yJ capupay; epiyikapid khw;Wk;
tpjj;jpy; my;yJ kz;iz my;yJ kz;zpd; cw;gj;jpapid er;Rilajhf my;yJ J}a;ikaw;wjhf>
jPq;Fkpf;fjhf Mf;Fk; vd epahakhf vjpu;ghu;f;ff;$ba tpjj;jpy; my;yJ kdpju;fspd; Rfhjhuk; my;yJ
eyNdhk;Giff;F jPq;Nfw;gLj;Jk; rhj;jpaKila tpjj;jpy;> tpyq;Ffs;> gwitfs;> tdrPtuhrpfs;>
jhtuq;fs;> my;yJ Vida midj;J tbtpYkhd capupdq;fSf;F er;Rkpf;fjhd my;yJ jPq;Fkpf;fjhd
tpjj;jpy; my;yJ kdpju;fspd; Gyd;fSf;F mUtUg;Ngw;gLj;Jfpd;w my;yJ Njitaw;w tpjj;jpy;
ntWg;G+l;Lfpd;w my;yJ epyj;jpd; vt;tpjkhd gad;kpF ed;ikf;Fk; Fe;jfk; Vw;gLj;jf;$ba tpjj;jpy;
ve;j xU egUk; ve;j kz;izAk; my;yJ ve;j xU epyj;jpd; Nkw;gug;gpidAk; khrhf;ff;$lhJ my;yJ

khrhf;fiy Vw;gLj;jf;$lhJ my;yJ khrhf;fg;gLtjw;F mDkjpf;ff;$lhJ.”

Njrpa G+q;fhf;fisr; Rw;wp mfopfis ntl;LtJ Njrpa Rw;whly; rl;lj;jpd; gFjp iv c ,y;;

Fwpj;Jiuf;fg;gl;Ls;s epajpr;rl;lr; rl;lfj;jpid kPWtjhf mike;Js;sJ. Rw;whly; jhf;f kjpg;gPl;bidr;

(EIA) rku;g;gpj;jy; kw;Wk; mjidg; guprPypj;jYf;fhd eltbf;ifKiwfisj; jpUj;jg;gl;lthwhd 1993 Mk;

Mz;bd; 1 Mk; ,yf;fj; Njrpa Rw;whly; (fUj;jpl;lq;fis mq;fPfupg;gjw;fhd eltbf;ifKiw)
xOq;Ftpjpfspy; rl;lk; Fwpj;Jiuf;fpd;wJ. Rw;whly; jhf;f kjpg;gPL ,uz;L Nehf;fq;fisf;

nfhz;Ls;sJ; (1) Njrpa G+q;fh xd;wpd; Miuapy; ,Ue;J xU iky; (jLg;G tyak;) J}uj;jpDs; VjhtJ
eltbf;ifapid Nkw;nfhs;ifapy; mt;thwhd eltbf;if Nkhrkhd jhf;fq;fis



Vw;gLj;jf;$bajhf ,Uf;ifapy; Rw;whly; jhf;f kjpg;gPL Njitg;gLfpd;wJ. (2) nkhj;jkhf 10

n`f;Nlau;fis kpQ;Rfpd;w cs;epy Nkw;gug;G mfo;T.

mfopfis ntl;LtJk; 1937 Mk; Mz;bd; 2 Mk; ,yf;fj; jhtu kw;Wk; tpyq;fpdg; ghJfhg;Gf;

fl;lisr;rl;lj;jpid (jpUj;jg;gl;lthwhf) kPWfpd;wJ, ve;j xU Njrpa xJf;fj;jpdJk; xU iky;
vy;iyapDs; ve;j xU egNuh my;yJ mur epWtdNkh my;yJ jdpahu; epWtdNkh gzpg;ghsu;
ehafj;jpd; vOj;J %ykhd Kd;dq;fPfhuk; ,d;wp vt;tifahd mgptpUj;jp eltbf;ifapidAk;
vt;tpjj;jpYk; Nkw;nfhs;syhfhJ. gzpg;ghsu; ehafk; G+u;thq;fr; Rw;whly; guprPyidia my;yJ Rw;whly;

jhf;f kjpg;gPl;bidj; Njitg;gLj;jyhk;.

cz;ikapNyNa> ghJfhf;fg;gl;l gpuNjrq;fspDs; ,lk;ngWk; eltbf;iffs; tdrPtuhrpfSf;Fk;
tdj;jpw;Fk; vt;tpjkhd ghjfkhd jhf;fj;jpidAk; Vw;gLj;jtpy;iy my;yJ kpff;Fiwthd
jhf;fj;jpidNa nfhz;Ls;sd vd;gij cWjpg;gLj;Jtjw;fhd epajpr;rl;lf; flg;ghl;bidAk; jhu;kPff;
flikapidAk; tdrPtuhrpfs; ghJfhg;Gj; jpizf;fsk; nfhz;Ls;sJ. Vnddpy; ,tu;fNs ,yq;ifg;
nghJkf;fspd; kw;Wk; jw;Nghija kw;Wk; vjpu;fhyj; jiyKiwapd;> kw;Wk; mtu;fSf;fhd kw;Wk;

mtu;fspd; rhu;gpyhd ghJfhtyu;fshtu;.

NkYk;> tdrPtuhrpfisAk; fhl;LntspapidAk; mr;RWj;Jfpd;w mfopfis ntl;LtJ murpayikg;gpd;

cWg;Giufs; 12(1), 27(14) kw;Wk; 28(f) Mfpatw;wpidAk; nghJkf;fs; ek;gpf;ifg; nghWg;Gj;
jj;Jtj;jpidAk; rl;lj;jpd; Ml;rpapidAk; kPWfpd;w nrayhFk;. tdrPtuhrpfisg; ghJfhg;gjw;fhd
epajpr;rl;lf; flikapid muRk; mur mjpfhupfSk; nfhz;Ls;sdu;.

murpayikg;Gk; ghuhSkd;wj;jpdhy; Mf;fg;gLk; rl;lq;fSk; murhq;f eltbf;iffSf;fhd rl;lfj;jpid
toq;Ffpd;wd. nfhs;iffSk; Rw;WepUgq;fSk; murpayikg;GlDk; rl;lq;fSlDk; xj;jpiraNtz;Lk;.
nghJkf;fSldhd gq;Nfw;Gr; nrad;KiwAld; murpayikg;Gk; rl;lq;fSk; cUthf;fg;gLtNj
rhyr;rpwe;jjhFk;. NkYk; nfhs;iffSk; xOq;FtpjpfSk; nghJkf;fspd; eyd;fisAk; mtu;fspd;
fupridfisAk; mtu;fspd; cupikfisAk; gpujpgypf;fNtz;Lk;. rl;lq;fs; jpUj;jg;gLifapy; mit
fye;jhNyhrpg;Gr; nrad;Kiw %yk; Nkw;nfhs;sg;glNtz;Lk;. murhq;fk; mKy;gLj;Jk; tpjpfSk;
xOq;FtpjpfSk; ghuhSkd;wj;jpd; rl;lq;fSk; murpay;thjpfs; nfhLf;Fk;
mOj;jj;jpw;F ,iaGWtjw;fhf kdk;Nghd Nghf;fpy; mikr;ru;fshYk; mikr;rpd; nrayhsu;fspdhYk;

my;yJ mNjNghd;w mikg;Gf;fshYk; my;yJ murhq;f mjpfhupfshYk; kPwg;glyhfhJ.

jw;Nghija murhq;fk; mjd; njhiyNehf;Ff; $w;whd “RgPl;rj;jpd; Nehf;fpy;” gpd;tUk; Nehf;fj;jpidf;
nfhz;Ls;sjhff; Fwpg;gpl;Ls;sJ: “epWtd uPjpahd Kl;Lf;fl;ilfisAk; mjPj cj;jpNahfG+u;t
tpjpfisAk; vjpu;nfhs;tjw;Fj; jw;NghJs;s Rw;whly; xOq;FgLj;jy; rl;lfj;jpd; rpf;fw;jd;ikapidf;
Fiwg;gjw;fhf capupay; gy;tifikapidg; ghJfhj;jy;> mopahJ fhj;jy; kw;Wk; Gduikj;jYf;fhd

Mizapidf; nfhz;Ls;s xU jdpj;j mjpfhuj;jpid/kj;jpakag;gLj;jg;gl;l Kiwikapid epWTjy;.”
MapDk;> Gjpa murhq;fk; Rw;whly; vDk; tplaj;jpidg; gpupj;J mjid 3 ntt;Ntwhd mikr;Rf;fspd;
fPo; nfhz;Lte;Js;sJ. NkYk;> mikr;Rf;fspd; kj;jpapy; mjpfhu rkdpiyapd;ikAk; fhzg;gl;lJ.

Rw;whly; njhlu;ghd gpujhd nfhs;if cUthf;f Kftuhd Rw;whly; mikr;Rf;Fg; gpujhd mKy;gLj;jy;
Kftu;fshf kj;jpa Rw;whly; mjpfhurigAk; Gtpr;rupjtpay; msit Ruq;fg; gzpafKk; khj;jpuNk
cs;sd. tdrPtuhrpfs; kw;Wk; tdg; ghJfhg;G mikr;R mikr;ruit me;j];Js;s Xu; mikr;rhFk;.
Mdhy; ,e;j mikr;R Rw;whly; nfhs;iffspy; kpff; Fiwthd msNt fl;Lg;ghl;bidf; nfhz;Ls;sJ.
mNjNtis> tdrPtuhrpfs; ghJfhg;G ,uh[hq;f mikr;R kpd;rhu Ntypfis mikj;jy;> mfopfis
mikj;jy;> kPs;fhlhf;fy; kw;Wk; td ts mgptpUj;jp cs;spl;l gy;NtW gzpfSf;Fg; nghWg;ghf



cs;sJ. jhtu tpyq;fpdg; ghJfhg;Gf; fl;lisr;rl;lk;> tdf; fl;lisr;rl;lk; Mfpatw;wpd; fPo;

xJf;fg;gl;Ls;s epWtdq;fs; gytw;wpd; kPJk; ,J fl;Lg;ghl;bidf; nfhz;Ls;sJ.

Jujpu;~;ltrkhf> ,yq;ifapy; ngUe;njhw;wpd; NghJ Rw;whliyg; ghJfhf;fpd;w rl;l Kiwikapidg;
gytPdg;gLj;Jtjw;Fj; jilaw;w tpjj;jpy; epiwNtw;W mjpfhuj;jpd; jiyaPL ,lk;ngw;Ws;sJ.

2020/09/26 Mk; jpfjp j ,e;J gj;jpupifapd; nra;jp xd;wpy; gpd;tUkhW Fwpg;gplg;gl;bUe;jJ: “jpU.
uh[gf;r fpuhkpa kj;jpa khfhzkhd CthtpYs;s `y;JKy;y> tyd;tpl fpuhkj;jpy; fpuhkj;jtu;fspd;
kd;wpd; fye;Jiuahlypy; NgrpaNghJ gpd;tUkhW Fwpg;gpl;ljhf [dhjpgjpapd; Clfg; gpupT mwpf;if

ntspapl;bUe;jJ. “rfy tha;%yf; fl;lisfisAk; Rw;WepUgq;fshff; fUJq;fs;> Gwf;fzpg;gtu;fs;

jz;bf;fg;gLtu;.28

njhlu;Gila Rw;WepUgq;fs;> mDkjpg;gj;jpuq;fs; kw;Wk; cupkq;fs; nghwpKiwfs; kw;Wk;
eltbf;ifKiwfs; Mfpatw;wpd; njhlnuhd;wpd; %yk; cWjpg;gLj;jg;gl;bUe;j Rw;whly; ghJfhg;Gr;
rl;lfj;jpid ,e;j mZFKiw Xuq;fl;bAs;sJ. rpy re;ju;g;gq;fspy; murpay; eyd;fSf;fhf
tu;j;jkhdpfs; %ykhfTk; xOq;Ftpjpfspd; %ykhfTk; kpfTk; rhjfkhd rl;lq;fisf; $l khw;Wtjw;F
Kaw;rpfs; Nkw;nfhs;sg;gl;Ls;sd.

,aw;if tsq;fspd; kPjhd [dehaf uPjpahdJk; nghWg;Gtha;e;jJkhd
MSif ,d;wpaikahjjhFk;. ,aw;if tsq;fis Kfhikj;Jtk; nra;Ak; Rw;whly; Kftu;fspd;
RahjPdKk; ,d;wpaikahjjhFk;. fhyj;jpw;Ff; fhyk; nfhs;iffis khw;Wfpd;w Nju;e;njLf;fg;gl;l
murhq;fq;fspd; jhd;Njhd;wpj;jdkhd jiyaPLfs; ,e;j ,aw;if tsq;fspd; epiyNgwhd gad;ghl;bw;Ff;

Fe;jfk; tpistpg;gitahfNt cs;sd.

ngUe;njhw;wpd;NghJ> Nkw;Fwpg;gpl;l jhd;Njhd;wpj;jdkhd eltbf;iffs; ,aw;if tsq;fisr;
Ruz;Ltjw;fhf Nkw;nfhs;sg;gl;ld. ,tw;Ws; xOq;fikf;fg;glhj kzy;> epy> fy; mfo;Tfs;
cs;slq;Ffpd;wd. ,e;j tsq;fspy; ,Ue;J ngwf;$ba FWfpa fhy eyd;fs; ftdj;jpy;
nfhs;sg;gl;ldNtad;wp ePz;l fhyr; Nrjq;fs; kjpg;gplg;gltpy;iy. ,e;j mZFKiwfSk;
nfhs;iffSk; rk;ge;jg;gl;l Kftu;fSk; mtw;wpd; Nkw;ghu;it mjpfhuq;fSk; gytPdkiltjw;F
toptFj;jd. Vida Kftu;fspd; kj;jpapy; tdj; jpizf;fsk;> tdrPtuhrpfs; jpizf;fsk; kw;Wk;
Gtpr;rupjtpay; msit Ruq;fg; gzpafk; Mfpait gytPdkhf;fg;gl;L mtw;wpd; njhopy;uPjpahd
gzpahsu;fs; fPoWf;fg;gl;ldu;. njhopy;uPjpahd gzpahsu;fspd; gytPdkhf;fg;gl;l xOq;Fzu;T>
gzpahsu;fspd; nrayhw;Wifapy; jhf;fj;jpid Vw;gLj;jpAs;sJld; ,J ePz;l fhyj;jpy; ghuJ}ukhd
gpd;tpisTfis Vw;gLj;Jk;. jifikAk; ed;kjpg;Gk; kpf;f njhopy;uPjpahdtu;fs; ,e;j epWtdq;fis
tpl;L tpyfpr; nrd;Ws;sJld; njhlu;e;Jk; ntspNawpr; nry;tu;.

,e;jr; #oiktpy;> Rw;whliyAk; [dehaf MSifapidAk; Kfhikj;Jtk; nra;Ak; mikg;Gf;fspd;
RahjPdj;jpid Nkk;gLj;Jtjw;fhfg; gpd;tUk; nfhs;ifg; gupe;Jiufs; kPJ ftdk; nrYj;jg;gLfpd;wJ.
Rw;whly; [dehafj;jpid cWjpg;gLj;JtNj Fwpf;NfhshFk; - mjhtJ> ,aw;if tsq;fSf;fhd

kf;fspd; xg;Guthd mZfYk; mtw;wpid kf;fs; mDgtpj;jYk;.

28 https://www.hindawi.com/journals/cmmm/2020/4045064/
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● Rw;whly; [dehafk; kw;Wk; ey;yhl;rpapid cWjpg;gLj;jy; - Nju;jy;fisj; njhlu;e;J
Nju;e;njLf;fg;gLk; murhq;fq;fspy; fhyj;jpw;Ff; fhyk; ,lk;ngWk; khw;wq;fisg;
nghUl;gLj;jhJ Rw;whly; [dehaff; Nfhl;ghLfs; Ngzg;glNtz;Lk;. ,e;jf;
Nfhl;ghLfs; ,aw;if ts MSiff;fhd gq;Nfw;Gkpf;f kw;Wk; ntspg;gilj;jd;ikkpf;f
nghwpKiwfs; Ngzg;gLtij cs;slf;;Ffpd;wJ.

● jiyKiwfSf;fpilapyhd xg;GuTf; Nfhl;ghLfis kjpj;jy; - ,aw;if kw;Wk; rpwe;j
Rw;whlYf;fhd vjpu;fhy re;jjpapdupd; cupikfis mq;fPfupf;Fk; jiyKiwfSf;fpilapyhd
xg;GuTf; Nfhl;ghLfSld; Njrj;jpd; ,aw;if tsq;fisg; gad;gLj;Jtjw;fhd rl;lq;fSk;

nfhs;iffSk; xj;jpirtpf;fg;gLfpd;wd vd;gij cWjpg;gLj;jy;.
● cghakhu;f;fkpf;f Rw;whly; kjpg;gPLfisg; gpd;gw;wy; - Fwpg;gpl;l xU gpuhe;jpaj;jpd; r%f–
nghUshjhu epiyikfSf;Fg; nghUj;jkhd mgptpUj;jp cghakhu;f;fq;fis milahsk; fz;L
njupTnra;tij ,ayr;nra;Ak; vjpu;fhyf; nfhs;iffisAk; jpl;lq;fisAk;
epfo;r;rpj;jpl;lq;fisAk; mKy;gLj;Jifapy; cghakhu;f;fkpf;f Rw;whly; kjpg;gPLfSk;

eltbf;ifKiwfSk; gpd;gw;wg;gLfpd;wd vd;gij cWjpg;gLj;jy;.
● gf;fr;rhu;gw;w rl;l mKyhf;fiy cWjpg;gLj;jy; - jdpegu;fs;> cs;@u; kw;Wk; murpay;
khgpahf;fs; kw;Wk; Vida jd;dyg; gw;Wilatu;fspd; eyDf;fhfr; rl;lq;fs; khw;wg;glyhfhJ
vd;gJld; rl;lr; rl;lfk; kjpf;fg;glTk; Ntz;Lk;. ,aw;if tsq;fspd; gad;ghLk; njhlu;Gila

eltbf;iffSk; cupa Kiwapy; xOq;FgLj;jg;glNtz;Lk;.

● gue;j mbg;gilapyhd Rw;whly; fy;tp kw;Wk; mwpT Kfhikj;Jtj;jpid cWjpg;gLj;jy; -
ngUe;njhw;W Ks;se;jz;Lila tpyq;Ffspy; ,Ue;J kdpju;fSf;F ,ay;ghfg; guTfpd;w

NehahFk;. ,e;j Neha; kdpj–tpyq;Fj; jLg;G cilf;fg;gl;ljhNyNa Njhd;wpAs;sJ. ,J
kdpju;fs; mjPj tpiy nrYj;jpf; fw;Wf;nfhz;l ghlkhFk;. ,g;ghlk; Kiwrhu; ghltpjhdj;jpd;
gFjpahf ,Uf;fNtz;Lk; NkYk; Kiwrhuhf; fy;tpapd;; gFjpahfTk; ,Uf;fNtz;Lk;. ,jdhy;

kf;fs; ,aw;ifia mopg;gjw;F Kd;du; ,;U jlitfs; rpe;jpg;gu;.
● epiyngWjF mgptpUj;jpf; Nfhl;ghLfis kjpj;jy; - tsp khrhf;fk;> ePu; khrhf;fk; kw;Wk;
fl;lw;w tifapy; ,aw;if tsq;fis mopj;jy; Mfpait mopNtw;gLj;jf;$bait vd;gijAk;
ngUk; vz;zpf;ifapyhd kf;fspd; tho;tpYk; tho;thjhuq;fspYk; ghjpg;gpid Vw;gLj;Jfpd;wd
vd;gijAk; ngUe;njhw;W vkf;Ff; fw;Wj; je;Js;sJ. xt;nthUtUk; ghJfhg;ghf ,y;yhtpl;lhy;
ahUNk ghJfhg;ghf ,y;iy vd;gijAk; ve;j ,lKk; ghJfhg;ghf ,y;iy vd;gijAk;

ngUe;njhw;Wf; fhl;bAs;sJ. “,ay;G tho;tpw;Fj;” jpUk;GtJ Kd;nry;tjw;fhd rpwe;j topay;y.
vQ;rpAs;s ,aw;if tsq;fspy; ngUthupahdtw;wpidf; fgsPfuk; nra;ahJ epiyngWjF
mgptpUj;jpapid cWjpnra;tjw;fhd xU topia ehk; fz;Lgpbf;fNtz;Lk;. tsu;r;rpafw;wy;
vkJ Efu;tpg; ghq;fpidAk; tsg; gad;ghl;bidAk;; Fiwj;Jf;nfhs;tjw;fhd miog;gpidj;

Njitg;gLj;Jfpd;wJ.
● ,aw;if mbg;gilapyhd jPu;Tfspd; %yk; nghUshjhu neUf;fbfisj; jPu;j;jy; -
ngUe;njhw;wpy; ,Ue;Jk; nghUshjhu neUf;fbapy; ,Ue;Jk; ghlq;fisf; fw;Wf;nfhs;tJ
epiyngWjF mgptpUj;jpf;fhd ghijapy; ehl;bid Kd;dpWj;Jk;. ,aw;if mbg;gilapyhdJk;
nghWg;Gtha;e;jJkhd Rw;Wyhj;Jiw Nkk;ghLk; tptrhar; #oypay; Nkk;ghLk; njhopy;El;gj;jpd;
cghakhu;f;fkpf;f gad;ghl;bdhy; Nkk;gLj;jg;gl;l tho;thjhuq;fSk; rKjhaj;jpw;F cjTk;
vd;gJld; kdpju;fs; fdpg;nghUl;;fisAk; epu;khzg; nghUl;fisAk; ngWtjw;fhf epyq;fis
msTf;F kPwpg; gad;gLj;jtpy;iy vd;gijAk; cWjpg;gLj;Jk;. czT ,wf;Fkjpfspy;
jq;fpapUg;gjw;F gjpyhf> Rw;whly; uPjpahfg; nghWg;Gtha;e;j czTg; gapu;r;nra;iff;F
cjTtjw;fhff; fhzpfis Kfhikj;Jtk; nra;tjd; %yKk; czT tPzhtijf;
Fiwg;gjd; %yKk; ,yq;if cztpiwikapid milaNtz;Lk;.
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INTRODUCTION

Covid 19 was first discovered in Wuhan, China in late 2019, and it spread rapidly across the globe. This
pandemic was like none other than we have witnessed in recent times. To date, it is estimated that
5,759,785 lives were lost across the world.33 The scale of these untimely deaths have devastated
communities and families. Domestic and international transportation were restricted from time to time.
Some industries collapsed leaving many employees without work. Despite successes in developing and
rolling out vaccines, the emergence of new variants indicates that the global struggles with the virus are
not over.

The pandemic hit Sri Lanka when the country was in a particularly vulnerable state. Sri Lanka has a
heavy debt burden and the country is struggling to pay the interest on its loans. Tourism was one of the
major revenue earners for the country and it was crushed with the pandemic. Remittances from migrant
workers was another stream of revenue for the country but people working overseas were also
undergoing hardships

During periods of lockdowns, the government had to provide allowances and food rations to the most
vulnerable people - daily wage earners who could not go out to work and had no savings to tide them
over. Local industries suffered due to a shortage of raw material as goods imported from other countries
could not be sourced. It is significant that the garment/apparel industry weathered the storm and
managed to generate profits despite the above-mentioned hardships.
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The government’s ill-conceived election promise to the business sector to reduce tax also caused a loss
of revenue.

The current government was elected in 2019 following the failures of the “Yahapalana'' regime which
struggled to maintain cohesion and live up to its promises and expectations. The “Bond Scam''
discredited its “Good governance brand. Personality and policy conflicts between the President and
Prime Minister contributed to the government’s paralysis. When it was made public that the Easter
Sunday attacks on churches and hotels could possibly have been averted if the government acted on
information provided in advance – the government was doomed.

The people of Sri Lanka, in 2019 elected Gotabaya Rajapaksha as president. A former Secretary of
Defence during the last years of the war, he [promised law and order and security. He presented an
interesting election manifesto titled: “The Vistas of prosperity and Splendour”. He had the support
from a group of professionals and experts in different fields which is called “Viyath Maga.” Many believed
that such a formation could put Sri Lanka on the right path to economic development.

Covid 19 derailed the best made plans. However, the quagmire that Sri Lanka is currently in, cannot be
simply attributed to the Covid 19 pandemic. It is the product of decades of policy failures,
mismanagement, corruption, and short-sighted decision making of politicians. The environment for local
businesses is unfavourable, even hostile. However, the mismanagement during the last two years has
exacerbated the crisis Sri Lanka is facing today.

During the Covid 19, a number of developments took place in Sri Lanka which negatively affected the
environment, especially in terms of natural resources governance. This paper discusses major changes
that occurred in the environment sector during the last two years which can be directly or indirectly
associated with the pandemic.

SAND/SOIL TRANSPORT LICENCE DEREGULATION

Weeks after the Presidential election in 2019, the cabinet deregulated the transport of sand, soil and
minerals. Licences that controlled the transport of sand were no longer required. The objective was to
make adequate sand available to the construction industry. This was also justified as a way of
dismantling the alleged corruption within the Geological survey and Mines bureau. However, others
alleged that this was to give a chance to the local political supporters and the elected politicians in the
ruling party to exploit natural resources, mainly river beds and sand deposits.34 This deregulation would
have targeted raising adequate funds for the upcoming election.

However, this decision was contrary to the provisions of Section 28 of the Mines & Minerals Act No. 33 of
1992 as amended by Mines and Minerals (Amendment) Act No.66 of 2009, The Center for
Environmental Justice, a national environmental organization brought this matter to the Court of Appeal,
arguing that the cabinet acted ultra vires, violating the provisions of an Act passed by Parliament. As a

34 https://www.newsfirst.lk/2020/07/01/election-official-urges-action-against-suspension-of-sand-
transportation-permit-system/



result, later in July 2020, the court ordered the Inspector General of Police to re-establish the regulations
and monitor the sand transportation.

The actions of the cabinet had a negative influence that still continues across Sri Lanka and the rivers
and sand dunes and land-based sand deposits continue to be exploited indiscriminately. The
Mahaweli river is one of the most affected rivers and certain Divisional Secretariat divisions such as
Seruvila have many disputes related to river sand mining.

DEREGULATING OTHER STATE FORESTS

In early 2020, the government cancelled the Forest Circular 5/2001 which had granted the authority to
the forest department to regulate “other state forests.” Circular 1/2005 is of special importance as it is
the only protection provided to over 500,000 ha of “other state forests” across the country.35 The decision
was justified by the state as a way of preparing for the food crisis which Sri Lanka might face due to the
pandemic by increasing chena cultivation. In reality. the Government's main concern was the lack of
funds to import maize required for poultry feed.

The environmentalists and civil society disagreed with the new circular No MWFC/1/2020, issued by the
Secretary to the Ministry of Wildlife and Forest conservation as it impacted on circular 05/200136 which
authorised to the Conservator General of Forest the management of all other forest lands, and the
circular 02/200637 which allowed the Conservator general of Forest to release lands for non-forest
purposes.

The term “other state forest” itself is misleading. The Forest (Amendment) Act No.65 of 2009 refers to
some forest areas as “any other forest” or “forest other than a Conservation Forest, Reserved Forest or
Village Forest”. This terminology has compounded the confusion.

Environmentalists observed that there were several communications by the Secretary to the Land
Ministry with instructions to Divisional Secretaries to speed up the process of transferring land and
resolving issues pending for future actions. The pressure to “speed-up the process” has resulted in
increased incidents of land grabs and the use of force in land grabs across the country, notably in the
forests of Nilgala, Vandama-Demaliya, Kotiyagala- Wattegama, Kabiliththa, Vanathavilluwa, Pollebadda-
Rambakan Oya, Pothuvil, Ampara, Dahayyaagala and many other locations.

These actions have galvanised civil society to organize protests, demonstrations and social media
campaigns publicising the government’s wrong doing. Centre for Environmental Justice, unions attached

35 See: Controversial 5/2001 circular – Exploring the ripple effect; https://www.themorning.lk/controversial-5-2001-circular-
exploring-the-ripple-effect/
To clarify: Under the provisions of the Forest Ordinance No. 16 of 1907, there are three types of forests in Sri Lanka under the
Forest Conservation Ordinance: Conservation forests, reserved forests/forest reserves, and village forests – all of which are
afforded legal protection under this legislation. The areas which are not declared under any other enactment are called
“other state forests” which, subsequent to Circular 5/2001, come under the purview of the Forest Department.
36 Circular 05/2001 dated 2001/08/10.
37 Circular 02/2006 dated 2006/05/17.
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to the Wildlife Department, Forest Department and the Central Environmental Authority and other
organizations filed several court actions which are pending in the Court of Appeal.

XPRESS PEARL – AN AVOIDABLE DISASTER

On 25th May 2021, the Xpress Pearl, caught fire near Colombo port and then sank on 3rd June 2021.
The ship carried a full cargo of hazardous substances including plastic pellets at the time of the incident.
Some within the cabinet ministers saw this as an opportunity to address some of the pressing foreign
currency deficits Sri Lanka faced by settling for speedy compensation.

However, the cost of the disaster has escalated and it has done irretrievable and unquantifiable damage
to the environment including damage to the ocean, beaches, and fish stocks. It has had a severe impact
on livelihoods of many in the area engaged in fishery and jobs related to the fishing industry.

To date, the government has not been able to secure the appropriate quantum of compensation for the
losses. X-Press Feeders, the operators of the container ship ‘X-Press Pearl’, have made an initial
payment of US$3.6 million to the Sri Lankan government through the vessel owner’s P&I insurers, to
assist those affected by the consequences of the fire and the sinking of the vessel.38 Of the amount
received, Rs 420 million (about $2.1 million) was allocated to compensate local fishermen. This is a very
minimal amount, given the losses that the fisher community will face. There is no guarantee that
additional compensation will be paid.

BAN ON THE IMPORT OF CHEMICAL FERTILIZER

In a sudden and unexpected move, the government of Sri Lanka restricted and banned the import of
fertilizers and agrochemicals including insecticides and herbicides effective from May 6, 2021. On May
10 2021, the “Presidential Task Force on Creating a Green Sri Lanka with Sustainable Solutions to
Climate Change '' was appointed. By that time, the cultivation of the Yala season had started. Farmers
panicked at the consequences this policy would have on their production and harvests and they
protested vociferously. Protests were staged in paddy fields and on the streets.

The government launched a campaign to promote organic agriculture facilitating the domestic production
of compos. However, this was not going to meet the annual fertiliser requirements of 0.6 million metric
tons. When the flaws in the decision to ban fertiliser were clear, the government advisors tried several
alternatives such as importing seaweed-based fertilizer from China and Nano nitrogen fertilizer from
India. Both decisions became very controversial and resulted in heated arguments between the
agriculture experts, promoters of organic fertiliser and the farmers. The matter was taken to the streets
by the farmers organizations and political parties when the farmers were unable to cultivate without
fertilizer. The stress was compounded when it was determined that the quality of organic fertilizer
available in the market did not meet standards.

38 https://colombogazette.com/2021/07/14/x-press-feeders-pays-sri-lanka-us3-6-million/
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Fertilizer became an intergovernmental issue when Sri Lanka refused a stock of organic fertilizer
produced at Qingdao Seawin Bio-tech group in China on the grounds that the fertiliser contained harmful
bacteria. The National Plant Quarantine authority determined that the fertiliser was not in conformity with
the standard SLS 1704: 2021.
The Qingdao Seawin group rejected the findings and insisted that they be paid. The Chinese
government was prepared to blacklist a state bank for non-payment on the contract. Eventually the
government of Sri Lanka capitulated and paid the Chinese company 6.9 million dollars for the rejected
shipment even as Sri Lanka is in the throes of a foreign exchange crisis.39

A compensation of 6.8 million US dollars was paid to China and the issue is not fully and satisfactorily
resolved. The government is currently in the process of revising the above-mentioned standards.
Environmentalists and agriculture experts are apprehensive that these revised standards might permit
the import of organic fertilizers that are harmful or toxic into the country. If it is approved, there will be
future consequences.

As a direct result of the fertiliser debacle, food production is compromised and food prices have
escalated. Farmers unions predict 50 % loss in the harvest in the “Yala'' season. Vegetable harvests are
also significantly lower and the prices are high. To avoid rice shortages in the market, rice was imported
in the later part of 2021 from China and other countries, all in the midst of the foreign exchange crisis.

CUTTING ELEPHANT TRENCHES AROUND NATIONAL PARKS

Data shows a rise in incidents related to human- elephant conflicts (HEC) over the years. This is mainly
attributed to the increase in land clearings and the disturbance of elephant corridors. The 2021 budget
approved the construction of elephant trenches around national parks to stop elephants moving into the
villages. This project was started in December 2021, without conducting a feasibility study,
environmental impact assessments, archaeological impact assessment and without holding any
consultations with stakeholders. Wildlife experts have expressed consternation that this project is going
ahead although it was tried, tested and failed.

An expert noted: “It makes me wonder whether in the guise of HEC mitigation, trenches are being
proposed to facilitate natural resource extraction from DWC’s PAs.40 From the information available, it
appears that private parties have been and will continue to be granted permission to excavate trenches
on the boundaries and within the 1-mile ‘buffer zone’ of PAs, at their own cost with permission to
transport the excavated soil for sale.

“It also appears that there is no transparent mechanism for selection of these private parties, so we can
only imagine who the beneficiaries of this windfall are!”41

This ill-conceived project has led to the violation of the national laws and to corruption.

39 https://economynext.com/sri-lanka-to-purchase-organic-fertilizer-from-chinese-firm-sued-npqs-89594/
40 Department of Wildlife Conservation ‘s Protected Areas (DWC ‘s PAs)
41 See: “Trenches against wild elephants – tried, tested and failed, say experts,”
https://www.sundaytimes.lk/211212/news/trenches-against-wild-elephants-tried-tested-and-failed-say-experts-464983.html
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Furthermore, while this was introduced as a measure to reduce “human-elephant conflict” it has several
negative impacts including the possible death of other species as it creates death traps to the animals,
and it changes the contours of the land surface and water run-off, creating a negative impact on the soil
and climate.

While the country was locked down due to the pandemic many actions that impacted the environment
transpired. Among the many environment-related policies that were formulated which led to the violations
of the law were: the filling of wetlands, “coastal nourishment” in the Mount Lavinia beach, the Gazetting
of the Muthurajawela wetland under the Urban Development Authority Act, cutting of trenches around
the national park boundaries by the Ministry of State Minister of Wildlife Protection, Adoption of Safety
Measures including the Construction of Electrical Fences and Trenches, and Reforestation and Forest
Resource Development. These are a few stark examples among a slew of mal-development measures.

STATUTORY AND POLICY VIOLATIONS

“Vistas of prosperity and Splendour”, the Manifesto of President Gotabaya Rajapaksa commits to 10
key policies. It includes a Sustainable Environmental Policy for achieving sustainable development
through balanced social, economic, and environmental practices. The underpinnings of this policy item
include; Environmental regulation for conservation and protection; Updating the existing environmental
policies, rules and regulations; Integrating the SDGs into the development framework; Incorporating the
indigenous knowledge and technologies into sustainable development; and Coordination at all
administrative levels to ensure upgrading living standards.42

Although this document reflects a very positive environmental protection and conservation approach, the
government has acted against the manifesto from the very beginning of its term of office.

Deregulating sand transport by removing licences, cutting trenches around the national parks, removing
the requirement of the Geological Survey and Mines Bureau (GSMB) licensing procedure when allowing
mining inside “Other State Forests” are clearly contrary to the Mines & Minerals Act No. 33 of 1992.

The provisions in Circular MWFC/1/2020 are illegal, and contrary to law. They are specifically in violation
of the provisions of the Forest Conservation Ordinance (Amendment) No.65 of 2009. The Circular is
contrary to the provisions of Section 23BB of the National Environmental Act No. 47of 1980 and Gazette
Notification No. 772/22 dated 18 June 1993, which requires an EIA (Environmental Impact Assessment)
before releasing more than one hectare of land for non-forest related purposes. It is also contrary to the
policy statement of the incumbent President, His Excellency Gotabaya Rajapakse, as articulated in
“Vistas of Prosperity and Splendour”, to increase the forest cover of the island to 30%.

Policies to promote organic agriculture have led to failure and raise a number of legal issues. The Plant
Protection Act No. 35 of 1999 provide safeguards “against the introduction of any organism harmful to,
or injurious to, or destructive of, plants, and for the sanitation of plants entering in Sri Lanka;” However, it

42 https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pmc/articles/PMC7537588/
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was found that the imported fertiliser from China had been contaminated with “Erwinia” bacteria which is
a very harmful pathogen to agricultural products. It is a violation of the SLS standard 1704: 2021.

It also violates the provisions of the National Environmental Act as it will contaminate the soil. Section 23
N(1) of the National Environment Act makes soil pollution an offence. Under this provision, “No person
shall pollute or cause or permit to be polluted any soil or the surface of any land so that the physical,
chemical or biological condition of the soil or surface changed as to make or to be reasonably expected
to make the soil or the produce soil poisonous or impure, harmful or potentially harmful to the health or
welfare of human beings, poisonous or harmful to animals, birds, wildlife, plants or all other forms of life
or obnoxious or, unduly offensive to the senses of human beings or so as detrimental to any beneficial
use of land.”

Cutting trenches around the national parks is in violation of the statutory framework set out in Part IV C
of the National Environmental Act. The Act sets out the procedure in the National Environmental
(Procedure for approval of projects) Regulations No. 1 of 1993 as amended for the submission and
consideration of an Environmental Impact Assessment (EIA). The purposes of the EIA are twofold; (1) an
EIA is required for any activity that could have such adverse impacts, when such activity takes place
within a mile (buffer zone) from the radius of a National Park and (2) the inland surface mining of
cumulative areas exceeding 10 hectares.

Cutting trenches also in violation of the provisions of the Fauna And Flora Protection Ordinance No 2
of 1937[as amended], no person or organization, whether private or State shall within one mile of the
boundary of any National Reserve, carry out any development activity of any description whatsoever
without obtaining the prior written approval of the Director-General, who may require an Initial
Environmental Examination or an Environmental Impact Assessment.

In fact, DWC has a statutory obligation and an ethical duty to ensure that any activities undertaken within
protected areas have no adverse impact or minimal impact on the wildlife and forests that they are the
custodians of, for and on behalf of the public of Sri Lanka and the present and future generations.

Furthermore, cutting trenches that threaten the wildlife and wilderness is against the tenets of the Articles
12(1), 27(14) and 28(f) of the Constitution, the Public Trust Doctrine and the Rule of Law. The state and
state officials have a statutory duty to protect the wildlife.

DISCUSSION

The constitution, and the laws enacted by Parliament provide the framework for government actions.
Policies and circulars must be aligned with the constitution and the laws. Ideally the constitution and laws
should be made through a process of public participation and the policies and regulations must also
reflect the public’s interest, their concerns and their rights. When laws are amended, they should be
done through a consultative process. The Laws, Acts of Parliaments should not be violated by the
Cabinet of Ministers, Secretaries to the Ministries or by other similar bodies or public officials in an ad
hoc manner, to comply with the pressures exerted by politicians.



The “Vistas of Prosperity and Splendor” - the vision statement of the current regime stated that it aims to:
“Establish a single authority / centralized system with the mandate of protection, conservation and
rehabilitation of biodiversity to reduce complexities of the present environmental regulatory framework” to
“Overcome Institutional bottlenecks and red tapes”. However, the new regime divided the subject of
environment and brought it under 3 different ministries. Furthermore, there was a power imbalance
among the ministries.

The Ministry of the Environment, which is the main policy formulation agency on the environment, was
only left with the Central Environmental Authority and Geological Survey and Mines Bureau as the main
implementing agencies. The Minister of Wildlife & Forest Conservation is a cabinet ranked ministry but
they exercise minimal control over the environmental policies, whereas the State Ministry of Wildlife
Conservation Protection is responsible for a variety of tasks including the Construction of Electrical
Fences and Trenches, and Reforestation and Forest Resource Development. It also has control over
most of the institutions assigned under the Fauna and Flora Protection Ordinance, Forest ordinance
etc.

Unfortunately, during the pandemic period in Sri Lanka there was relentless executive intervention to
weaken the legal regime protecting the environment. As the Hindu newspaper reported on
26/09/2020 “Mr. Rajapaksa was speaking at the Discussion with Villagers forum on Friday at Velanwita
village in Haldummulla in the rural central province of Uva, a statement by the President’s media division
said. “Consider all verbal orders as circulars, those who neglect will be punished.43

This approach has led to the side-lining of the environmental protection framework, anchored through a
series of related circulars, permit and licence mechanisms and procedures. In some cases, there are
attempts to change even the most positive laws through gazettes and regulations based on political
expediency.

Democratic and responsible governance of the natural resources is paramount. The autonomy of
environmental agencies managing natural resources is also vital. Ad-hoc interventions by elected
regimes that change policies from time to time are detrimental to the sustainable use of those natural
resources.

During the pandemic, the above-mentioned, ad hoc measures were taken to exploit natural resources.
They included unregulated sand, land, quarry mining. These resources were valued for the short-term
gains that could be gathered and the long- term damage was not assessed. These approaches and
policies have led to the weakening of the relevant agencies and their oversight powers. The Forest
Department, Wildlife department and the Geological Survey and Mines Bureau among others have been
weakened and their professional staff undermined. The weakened morale of the professional staff have
impacted on staff performance and will have more severe repercussions in the long run. Competent
and well-respected professionals have left and will continue to leave these institutions.

43 https://www.hindawi.com/journals/cmmm/2020/4045064/
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POLICY RECOMMENDATIONS

In this context, attention is drawn to the following policy recommendations to enhance democratic
governance of bodies managing the environment and natural resources. The objective is to ensure
environmental democracy – i.e. people’s equitable access to and enjoyment of the natural resources.


