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T Hemantha Withanage is a co-founder and former Executive Director of Centre for Environmental Justice, Sri Lanka. He also
served as the international convenor and later Executive Director of the NGO Forum on the ADB, based in Manila. He is currently
the Senior Advisor of the CEJ and elected chairperson of the Friends of the Earth International.

2 Indika Rajapaksha is a graduate from the University of Sabaragamuwa. He is the Environmental Officer of the Centre for
Environmental Justice.

3Samadhi Hansani Premasiri holds a law degree r from the University of Colombo. She is a Legal Officer of the Centre for
Environmental Justice.

4 Centre for Environmental Justice is a public interest environmental organization based in Sri Lanka established in 2004. CEJ is a
leading environmental organization in both national and international level

5 https://www.worldometers.info/coronavirus/coronavirus-death-toll/
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8 https://www.newsfirst.Ik/2020/07/01/election-official-urges-action-against-suspension-of-sand-transportation-permit-
system/
’See: Controversial 5/2001 circular — Exploring the ripple effect; https://www.themorning.lk/controversial-5-2001-circular-

exploring-the-ripple-effect/

To clarify: Under the provisions of the Forest Ordinance No. 16 of 1907, there are three types of forests in Sri Lanka under the
Forest Conservation Ordinance: Conservation forests, reserved forests/forest reserves, and village forests — all of which are
afforded legal protection under this legislation. The areas which are not declared under any other enactment are called “other
state forests” which, subsequent to Circular 5/2001, come under the purview of the Forest Department.
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8 Circular 05/2001 dated 2001/08/10.
9 Circular 02/2006 dated 2006/05/17.
10 https://colombogazette.com/2021/07/14/x-press-feeders-pays-sri-lanka-us3-6-million/



https://colombogazette.com/2021/07/14/x-press-feeders-pays-sri-lanka-us3-6-million/

am0 ¢eqey® Dog BDug @B BB, @000 @NRD xS (53 BEOD @mH(B § O 01D 5.0 B S¢RLICD
oe OHe® Jedim WOTHO BB, eDeE e HeRs RSB ©enICOR YBBG ¢dny ©J0e® e%®(8
OO m0 DO wO® e® RS O cfssim Sa.

Bmed Qingdao Seawin Bio-tech e@» Dxie00c @853 Sdencmrs w0m ¢ DB ©0080 ENOGD HIHHJ
338w S D 0@ & oD O® ©ewId eOE YBPedsn B8 ©® e®w asiml dids gdm@E
R0 o’ Boon”d 1704:2021 gBREO O® ©w0ewId GHWE @O D XD ®m Bedikm gldwmiba B3
BBens w0 2.

Qingdao Seawin e&» O1visde O® ©eIOR® gBPBeds we ¢md PP evd® ER S Gy VD FDLICHS
DOER. DITHIBROD &€ GG ©2530erd® eBDE Cuss VO gueEamon BEOO By Je ¢yem® .
2080038 & o0 dedn BBOws abigicam B8 8O» D08 @edt)d Dmed AP0 O 8 yldeds g
@200 EDING BEHI BB B&IKOD @IEE BBwum 6.9 5 evds &

eIt BEwm 6.8 3 Emncd evdr a8 @m0 HOOS ®O0D LB erens’ ¥ BRHCIED R D€ ©@NOD. DD
wens e BRS woeridmne BB JKe e® O 80 WOgm OB 0. e®® ws.erldn ud8s @Bz’ JoO
aB50 ol S o8 DIRBD ©0ewIs MBS BEOO @desd ERY e d ©8wdedEs Y B
Bedewewn] dn vg »IB. O¢ a5)@m HDewnrs amIen HHDBI BOmES.

@000 PRV oy Bdened gulm ©oised e IBOEEE e s BEsicma ¢the B ¢nid 8@ gwve
@®8 . BE PBIEE @D 1Stem s 504 80 Bedm DD e®mId Bomd® @IS Bg WOB. VDD @EDS® ¢
BCSBs g oce af) 8 e and BR eve emitd 6. edegrewieg BYE By ®WHTDI ORO we»I, 2021 deel
260 IOVESE DB Y DL CODES BHE PIDBHE DO Eled dedn RO abgcs ODBed® .

&B» Demicsim 800 8 aoc »8®

D830 ©ersN0 o ¢l BB © 90 w®ABW BBROE D1BPDES i B85 v e¢lB. e®wd Y Drew}S3
ey B grens’ 9d® dEeueng BE® OHD® w» @€ @l wwSsE JO8. 2021 erdis 885 aBs ®®dDEO
@B® DEPOR wew His Demicsimd add af aoE 9tS8e0 @x®Be A & a. e®® OsisaSo 2021
@B O 0@ Wi Eed LN EOBEHERE @00 @O @Bwdnm AcH® FOBORE ©»s
2300850830 REH® G OBOBS @m0D & v @ ST sens’ B cvedamuBE ERI EOD ©NOD.
@50 ¢ gB3ve DR, 888y 0, ¢etdm & B8 e®® DrisBe @E8td evm wWI® v DS Sedvwrosied
Bedidn e B eio.

28 Sedsrewn e®etd wensd megs: "al-88t8 o190 408 B8e® §redsl, O w.dven ©¢Itnedsined
08D gede OE GO e ERI OO0 ©we® B8O ol ewlkmn WmoTenlc wsim @ »O
Bem8.2 10 D8 0Tl ¢md euBuies’ ewItnEm slED R0 »Osed Bwke®s’ 8 ©B®dE w®»
e(® 1 Biden DEse” BE eoE B0 mom 3¢ ot IBEHE BTy YOIwmE BB edesde eI &
@B @0 ©y O BB Eodd® ¢ On e POske.”

"e®® loR® ©Bdd emidh OO wewr DRDE eLem) BITY@EE OB D ¢ oses’. DD e®®
»E8 Ewed BEIBS »YSSIE BBt ¢esd B o wl’B

e®® axnDen OB, LB BB cCCemB SERO 8H cBwernd e¥y O Hed. »¢, e®s &l 88 ©19e ¢d®
BEe® Bwdos e K3 & B »B O ©0 cE BUGiens DO gemRs w5l Sedwwns’ ©J§O
o B8O add aBmmwd AES® B8swid® e® Hewo »0 0o ¢r. VeO®HE evidIe® ®(En Y BERE ORI BI®
O S8e®53 tes B edrQ e edn ¢ e®n Bedren AEH@ e »I&.

" https://economynext.com/sri-lanka-to-purchase-organic-fertilizer-from-chinese-firm-sued-npqs-89594/

12 Department of Wildlife Conservation ‘s Protected Areas (DWC ‘s PAs)
13 See: “Trenches against wild elephants — tried, tested and failed, say experts,”
https://www.sundaytimes.lk/211212/news/trenches-against-wild-elephants-tried-tested-and-failed-say-experts-464983.html
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14 https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pmc/articles/PMC7537588/
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Fommalar ajapmeaisd 2019 b suewigen LIBUGHUNeD (PpFHeled SemiLBlwitiil L. Gemail 19 o 6uslb (PIpaSID
aiflsorsll  ugalwgl.  SUOLBHOSTBE  BTD NS  STVHH60  (PSHICSTHHS  sTeumnenerd
Bumeaiiz®H606v. Bmenpeenuiev, 2 _6U&LD OIORIEIID) 5,759,785 2 ufiysel BUICUHHOSTDBS 6aTTED
BT6| OB TeTemUILIL (66N HTH AL’ BGeiteng.?°  Belleummsmen SIBHT6V Lo 600TRIES 611 63T 6TEUTE0T 6N B
FUPSTLMRISMETULLD G BLURISMmeTD F e leenonhaluleendl. STeoHHBEGEETED o 6MBTL{H Bpld FJaubss
Cursearsaibser SLELUUGSSILUL L. Feoo  CeTHBSIBS6T  efbFfwemLbd U  GFTPeomenysel
Campsbasemer BbserT. ShLLFsmens SWUTfss DB OFaisHaiauded CeuBpiwemLbaieTem GUITHaiD
mauTGHLamenr 2 eudenmaiwl  GuIgmlLmiseT  (wwelevemey  eslaUmbBw  yHw  Hflyser  CxHmeimieus
FLQSSTLBH GBS

Bovmiens  GUIUILSHHS  alesdHed urtHiypm  Hleweoulsd  BmppHOUTCs QUBHBOSTBBIS — HTHS
SIDISSHFH. DeUEINS DIHH BLT  FMSEG —PMMEUNHSHGBH. OEFLGIHEHHITH ULl Quiened
CFansHs Bevmiens GuUIITy aUBAGBEH. BT IBGL LITSHTIOTS UHLOTEND FLIQHSHHD SHMBHEH6T  GeiImBTent
FMOIOTHHIMBUD  CUHHESTBNeNmed  (WLRSIGUTULETeNEl.  LeubeuUWy CFHTHeomenTssT IS  LIGwTD
BTLBSHEG eUBLTOISHSH M FLpSHHI@B  oBOMTH  cpeowTd  EhheHH. opamed  OsueflpThseico  CHTLH6e0
UfiGeurpd SGBL FFORISEHEEG (WEHICSTHSHSHIO(HESIBEIT].

WL EDHD SHTe0LILIG S U 6oT Gungl, OB LD uTSIILBIBlensousd 2 _6iTerT LD B GTHBE) alGaL
Car@LUaeHNETULD 2 el URSLIgmenD SFFThSD euphisCaemigulbbaddl - BTl dmelsenms Geusmev
GeuiuauseT  GoumendGF  OFevev  (PRUWTHHHSHILGT SO  eumpeneud  QsTeIBELSSF  CaFiliys
FL  BeOUTHUTHENTS EHHSAT. gl BIhseied Bmba OBseod CauiwGsaengul  GQUITHL SNl

6 Hemantha Withanage is a co-founder and former Executive Director of Centre for Environmental Justice, Sri
Lanka. He also served as the international convenor and later Executive Director of the NGO Forum on the ADB,
based in Manila. He is currently the Senior Advisor of the CEJ and elected chairperson of the Friends of the Earth
International.

7 Indika Rajapaksha is a graduate from the University of Sabaragamuwa. He is the Environmental Officer of the
Centre for Environmental Justice

18 Samadhi Hansani Premasiri holds a law degree r from the University of Colombo. She is a Legal Officer of the
Centre for Environmental Justice.

19 Centre for Environmental Justice is a public interest environmental organization based in Sri Lanka established
in 2004. CEJ is a leading environmental organization in both national and international level

20 https://www.worldometers.info/coronavirus/coronavirus-death-toll/
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QUBBIBOSTeTEN (PRWTHBHS — STJTSHHMe0 2 MBI RS  CSTOBHIIBSH6T  cpeoliQUTHL SHerfetpiL
uT@HSSIL L. el s  OThBsiens SUilrsFdamaserdsds STEGUITNIYSS  CuBE@iilL  fyorhsamend
FTewng @eUTULSL L SampuiFHTed BHhHOHTLSI GBI HHHBHTEGLD.

aflllenerd  GmBLUIUSTS lWTUTTSH SHOBHESG DTSFTHRISGD PR  (peopwnasd SHULOLiunrsd  Caised
AUTSHGBISH WD euhLoTen SlIleneT o (HeuTdaHulgl.

sHmaalenes Guewr uurgk SEWLIY, CBTHHH TEGSBIHBMETLD aHTUTTLILSSMTLD BHapGaumBprs
“beveur " osTRIBSHE  BoTevalulmend QHTLIHH SBOUTMSHW  SIFTHRIGLD 2019 SUD  SLEITIED
CaHbesBHBIL L. “‘Lenewipns Guorgy” “Beveom d  opammisd” 68 QUUTFAGRISHBEG DD Tene
gBUBHHWG. WEMHUHBSGID LIPHOHBSD BenLuleorer Siepemn  GTsHeoseEnld  CameTend  GLTHe0HEHID
SITFTRISLD  (PLAIGMUSBGHS STJeRIoTSer. (LPBaLl 16w aupRISLIULL  HH6Uc0H6M6T SigliLienLulled SDIFFTHRIGLD
QewBul EBST0  CHeuTeowmiseiad GamTlLevdefled FLSHUIULL o ulfHs HTUIDI  SHTEEGH0HM6NS
ST SHH(HBHEVTD 6lilG LATRSLIUGSSUULLCUTSEI, DIH SIFFTRSSH T albsFHE eSS HI.

BoumIens WdseT memHug CasmiLmuw gregusFamer 2019 oub LwIG CHIHOSBHHHNT. WSHSHHHET SHenL g
aumpLEseNaiCurgd  (petemmelT  UTHISTULF — QFweomenymd  SmbhH Seu, FLLSHweD  @(OMmISenesub
ursIsTIIaD ard@GuHuelssny. ‘i ssdar Corag”’ aaib SHmeolinied Waad deumyerdwioret GsHe
alehepTURISHmanr  ouf  FFIISSTT. “elwd s’ ear DS UeBam  Leomismard  CFbhs
OaHTH60TETENLOWITENTHET BBILD  HUewTHeT SILmSW Gwela SuHTe] eauhdd SHbHSH. SeleuTsmen
o2 (Haurdhsld Sevmiendmuwlll GuTmemmaTy SflelpeHeaTar Fflwmar uTmGUTlsd G HFLFeOID 6Terll LIGO(HLD
BLoLT oty

FBLLTs o HaumssUu' L FH60 FHLmsmenyd Osmall 19 FiGHmeddsd. puiid Geomms $SHOUTSHI
faGaniperen  FHiaabE OCeupioGear  Gamall 19  QuUHHOSTBE S  &STFewid  dmplall  IpQUITEHI. LIV
SFTUSMISNTS G DOUBB CETeiendd HEUBIGET, SHEOUBTET (LPSTENDSHSHIOUD, 2611p60 LOBBID  DiFFuledeur g6 e
GDFW  CrTéEsd OCETWIL  HIwTEd UGSHH0EH6T SpdlweuBner  alewemeysCenr  AFHUTGLD. 2 6NMBTL(H
AWMU HABEHTEH  GHl060 FTHBLOMBSHTHD STEWILILGAIBIL G SHiFHl BLLUBBSTEHA|D STeRlILUGH OB,  SLuienild,
BLbHH B eUBLEISNTS @LIDOUBB  HeupTer  (PSTEmSHSHIID  Bevmensd Bem  aHTCHTHGWD
OBmEsIUleneT GTFIDTHSUGITeNG.

Gamail 19 QsrBpBmeouleaCuTs @eumimauled @LIbOuBB U SIlalkSHE QFUBLTHSET SFHBBTLMISGL!
LTSS HEIGHMeT eBLBSHIuleTener. GHILUTES BUBensd euenmiselen SLEHmBUTed GLOTFIOTET HThBHMIHEm6TT
Swel  gBUbGSSufeTener.  QUBHOSTBBILT  ChHIQuITECaur  Hisbevdl  WeBsLTEGT  GETLTLLL B6Tengib
FLHH BIHIB eUBLMISTTSS SHBBTL6D Henpuled HabaleTeanSioTe UMW  LOTBBHRIS®meT &bHSH SL6U6TLD
&H6UHSHIMTWIT (B GBS

wemteo/Wwewt BUTHEGMISHBI 2 fliv PURIGUBHSHIDBHET HeNje]

2019 @60 mamHuHSH BHTHe0 (PgeudLbH Feo eumprISeTelr LieTen] LOewIeL, LO6WT LOBBILD HeTOBIG6T gBle
GFeLeILBUISBEHTRT  QRUPRIGAIHEHEMET  DIEHLOFF N6 SHENMTHHWIGI. LDGDOT6D gBBFLFsLLILIBHIMSBS
SBUUGSSHW o _fliomigeit BxhemeuwBmeneuITae. e ) SHBEGS L Gurghw LOGTITEM60E
DL H5F0F UGS B g0t SBECHTENMTS BHHSSHI. yalFFflgaiwied SI6TEn6 SJRIBL
uenlwsHHaiel B IbOUBBEHTSS GUULILLIUGLD — ompemey  DISDBDBIUSBETRT  @@h P  eeeb Sl
PuTWiuGSSUULL &l uleaib, D% BUIBMS UETRIGMTE GHMBUTHUSBGL GBILUTES BB LGSHMSDH6N
LBBID 06X LIQe HemenF GHmBUTHUSBGSWD 2 6iieh] ST STUTNTSEPSHGHL EHhISLFulsd o eien
BahIhOHBHBIUL L DIFWOMTHBEHHSGHID @H  UTWILIHET  QUPBEIGHAUSBEHTRT  gBUTH 6160  eJenetGulITy



GBBEHET 9.2 QB dsat BeaTp  SMISHSILL LD  afjamd CHismsEl Curdu  HHsmend
HILBouensd EevdHEMalHH(HHBHEOLD.

SUIgIb, 2009 &b SLEWIGHT 66 DD Bevdhs SHPRIGRIGET LBBID SIICUTHL &6 (H(HHHEF) FLL GHIemed
HHSSIULL 1992 b Suewngest 33 SIb DevdHd  SFPRISEIGET LOBHBID  SIUCOUTHL ST  FULGHHer  Lfley
28 @& gBUTBSEHES BSHSTOTEID (LPFITaTSTd EhbhHH. CHFAW SMMBTLED DEHLUIGUTEIBTET  HHBMITL 6L
pHEHHTRN Hleneowlld Bbs el wshHener GerwensBuil (b BHLGBHIBGHD OETewIBobHSI, LITITEHLOGIBSS ENTe0
PeopCaumplil L. FULD @amlal gBuThamen NS SmLFFImel DH6T DHBIMMHHBGH DIUTEO CFeiml
QewmBul (Beitengl  elel  auTHLLFH. @FHeir Smyeorionsl  Ueien] 2020 ggeene0  LOTHHH60 (MG BHEHener
LO6THIEN6VBTL Ly LDGUOT6V gmpi & GFevsulILBeUmSHD BT SHITEmN BGLOTB BIHILOGTIBLD QuTeI&HSHIMBSH
SHMEVMLHLHNHSG 2 SSTaILL G

BepIb  Gevmmnd  (PUEUSID  OFTLIHSIB UTSHEBLTE  SHTHBD  HFFTmaUUla  BL ey sHmBEHer a0
gMBUL_BeTeNGHIL 65T  SIBIHEHLD OGBS EIBIBEHD Hlevld &FMIhsH oewT  LIQa|HEHD CHTLIhSHID Fol HOehdEGF
FrewiLlupdHemper.  @eleutyy s CorFoTSsl UTHSSIULL  DBIHETY  @EIBTE  amTelsd LBl
s ILGHamal. CFmalew Gumaip v GYILI L UiGss Gswevsll fleyssT SBBI LWL  DIHLD6Y
OaTLiumenr U Llemid@Hsenend Oomemt(BHelTene.

gaeanl SIF euemisel GSTLIUTET QEmIGalFomend HenfshHe0

‘GO SIIF AIRTHRIBMET QIDBIGLBSHBIUSBHTH HBTTHHMNT aled HeaubsansHABG aupmidw 5/2002
aEF FBBIBHUSHeneT SIFTRIGD 2020 D Siewiger ILUSHCOCW ArsHaHFslimall Lgl. SBBIBlHULD
1/2005 alGzL (pé&HwHzeud amuibESHIGD. goaailed BIG WeuHID 2 6fen 500,000 OamaGL wiyse
OsmemrL “gemesn ONF  BTNBEHHG aupmIBLIUL BeTerr  gBrewIm(m LITGISBTLIL BzIamELb.?2
QuBHOSTBRaTL Bevmiensd (WPIROBTHEHHImUI 2 _wie] OBHIIYSGHF GCFmeall ULWITFOFUImSUIen6
SIS SFILSHET cpeold SWTTTeUSBHT auflCWwen RHSTOMeID BUTWIUBGSSUIULL Gl eUemTULL  LIBen6UdEThdSTen
SuasFBesH Cameu il GCorensdlemen @BEGLS  QFUlusmaTar BHser GSeveorenoGul 2 ewrentouled
SIsTRISSHST LITarer sfameanins Smbsol.

gL  SIMTHBHI U HTeNEHMENLLD  (LPSTMDSHSBID CFUIUSBHTEHT  DIHBTTHHME UL LITHISTEUEVT
PTWasSIBEG aupmGHa  05/2011 b Bevdss FBBIPGUSHNID eueld FMTEH  CHTSSRIBEHHBTHD
sraiseme alBallIUSBHTE Il LUTSHISTAI] BTUSSHBG DAHsMHHamer alpsigd 02/2006 b Bevdsss
FBOBBUSHNID HTHED CFISHFEB STy HHearnmed aladFagTdssT BBID Ul UTHISTUL  DlenLodFleir
Ggwevrenflenmed Geuefuirnn't. MWFC/1/2020 syib Sevdbsll AW FHBBIBGHUSSI 6T SMBTL60 DLTeITHEHLD
Falled Feps(pld ETThISHTE0M6V.

‘gameil SITF audTHIGET GaId QFTBUSD HTED HaBTe B SHIHTE 2 6lengl. 2009 D SLenger 65
b Bevdbs el (HpHHF) FULD Feo el 1MCHFBIBmeT “Cauml GHTOULH  QUMIBIGHET 6160 DI6V6VSH
‘UTHISBTEHSOILT L auelld oeoeord  Gouml  aUedld, @EHGSIILLL  QIEID  SIG00H  SJTD  QUSID  6T6dTEs
GOLUIGSSBH. DbHSHF QFTBUSHIGET GHWLILSHenen DiFHHSf HHleiTerTe.

21 https://www.newsfirst.lk/2020/07/01/election-official-urges-action-against-suspension-of-sand-
transportation-permit-system/

22 5ee: Controversial 5/2001 circular — Exploring the ripple effect; https://www.themorning.lk/controversial-5-2001-circular-

exploring-the-ripple-effect/

To clarify: Under the provisions of the Forest Ordinance No. 16 of 1907, there are three types of forests in Sri Lanka under the
Forest Conservation Ordinance: Conservation forests, reserved forests/forest reserves, and village forests — all of which are
afforded legal protection under this legislation. The areas which are not declared under any other enactment are called
“other state forests” which, subsequent to Circular 5/2001, come under the purview of the Forest Department.
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STewidemen  LOMHBRID  CFwenwenBuimers SIFSLILGSSIOTHID 6IHTEHTV  BLAIYSHMEHEDEETHS  STHH(HHGLD
Ursdemensenens HTSHSLIBILD  SPNYBISH0OBMET  UPRIGLD L  GFHTLIUTL60H6T  STewl  SjenoFdles

QFweomenilemmed W] (€:5%: 5 QFWIeOTeTT B (61Hb () Sl lemneusdEILL (BeiTenendF HBMBTL60 SLTU6OTH6IT
SleusTalbgieenen. “CFwaiwampuimears HFSILGHSHIOTG” IPBRIGILULL  DISHSHIS6T BHTOLHBISID  HTewd
SIUSFILF FlbLiaImIBee0 SIFHHFIL gBUBMSBSHLD BT 60T SIUSFIIT60 LI6ULD

UrGundésslLBausBelh B GFosapeTensd. GUEILUTES Hevden, aubHL OFHweiw, QST QuITEn — 6ubHCHELID,
16055, euemiiHIHalevn, OuTeLBeUSHH — [JHUSSET @WIT, QUTSHHIOT60, DIDUTMB, SIUISDH0 B
AIRTRIGETEID LOBEID gemetul Gauml L @)L miseialeTen ealambisefed @bs Hensvenid STeTlILIHS GBS

DITFTRISSHE  HaUBTer CFWOBMNF FLIRHSTLIY, FHaled Fepsld SLFUUTLL MSamenud Guyenisamenud s
o s LNFFTImIGmenUD (PatoaiBLLmS Bbd BLOIGSMBS6T aUILILBGSHH 6. SFHBBTLED HAHHSTE  [Hlen6eOWILD,
UTFUITH BN  HeNWIEEHENSBIL 6T EAHWIHBIONTON FRIGHIEET, UGS HeNEISE6ND OBHBID oSS SBBITL 60
DIHSTIFOL  LOBEBID  gJenenll DIMLLDHSHET SBemal LD  6UDEHGHHMeNSH HTdHHe0 OFISeTNHIL 6T DbS
UGG H6T CLIPBUIL(G BHIOGBHSHE0 HEHaILITS © _6T6TeT.

sideroLiyed Guie - HalljdPlHSESamQUIBHTT Sl HFHLD

2021 G 25 &b Had, QBTUWLUS SHOBWESHIHBG DiHHeL edbeiliged Guel slued SHUlgdhd SiHes
sryewions 2021 sgrett 3 b HadH cppdwgl. Fbuad B OUBBGUTE Lenmabdd Gellensset o eitefl L
ST  LUSTIHHHIGET SILBBEWL  FTEGHB6N  &lUeded  HeOmbHhhHHer.  SIfSTS  [BLLFLIQM6ISH
CammHeUSST cpeold DevmIend (PSHOBTHSHS OeuaflBTL(B Brewiwl UBBTSGHmBL LyFfenatamwsd SHILILSBSTeT
QUh uUTUIILITS SiemwFFIseied oo Sspenen GCrraHale.

SWIb, SNTHSHHemed gBULL  GFevsy FHSHEHF OCFSIBIHILET, FWPSHID, SLBHMIH6T  LOBBID
enidelelr QBLILSSHEDDHES gBULL GCFPHD o 66N MmSe0TH SHBBTLISE WLOLBHs (WwTd BpId Slenail
wyurs Csmwd gBulLgl. LICsasdled aLBOBmeded FHULLeuTHeMarsmid SLBOBTONIL 6T G TLJLjemLul
Oamhevzeflsd  FBULLoTHefeigd eumbansTirseiar g Opbs SI5HD Corswrear  HTHHHDHenen
IBUGSIWS!.

gBULL SIS EHSITE  DJFTRSSHDH M0 benpeusn] CUTHSHTET  OHTenSWeHLU!  BHLLFL QN6
OuBBIBESTeTen  (igwialevenew. elbevllged  Guiell  OEmeiBevaT  GLILEIWT — BUISEGTHNTE  cldberoLlFerd
LJerd, @evmiend SHIFFTRSSHBEG JbUS CaThlUaeuTs 3.6 Wevslwea SOWfeEs GLTEOTHMmeNS H6vHH 60!
o flenwowinenjsentenr P& @ei@GIyed cpeoonssF  OFSHUIBHESH. DHCETELUMER  Huler  alenemeumed
seld  cppdueniouilameoid  UTHSSILLLaTSEHEE O _SaaISHSTE  eIpRSILLLSLS  CuBBISCETeBIL
Oamensuied 420 1Oevedwest epuT  (HwTF 2.1 Webedwiesr QLTeUTHET) o 6l  LeTeuJHEnhb@E BLLF{H
QULDMHISH 6L HBHTSH RIHIBSULLL . T BV FUPSTUWILD 1B TCBTSHBL Gum@b BIpUILSBDHm6ITS
BHSHBOBTeTNBUTD, BFH WHH GevpeuTer @ QHTnHWTGD. Gweodls BLLFH GUPHRISLILGLD 6TaTLISBET6T
GTeUAISHLOTET 2 SHBTUTHPD E60EN6V.

Brsmwer o jriseial BBEGLS ST HenL

FhHWmengHId THTUTITSHIOT @h BLalgbmsulmer GCoBOsETwIG Sevmens SFmhsd 2021 G 06 b
HaHuledmba OCFwTEED  GUDId  euemauled, LFHSHOBTE0IH, HmTHOBTEOIHET 2 66N MBIHEUTS
2 JrRIGmETLD efeugmul @IFTUamIGSmTLD EBSGHd CFWugBeHd &L GUUTLgmeD Sl ulenetub
Al FHSHBHGH. “BTevBlemeVEF FoUTEVIHSHIT60T BOBISHWITes BT 61 BHETHL_ 65T LIG6mLOUIT 60T Beomienasuilenest
o (HaTEGaSBHTET mam@AUg Gguweveni 2021 G 10 oyb Hed PWIOGSILL LS. DFFHSIILSHM® WITeL
Burasdesr LUWITFOFWMES IDISHHHSH. BbHHd OETeams &g 2 BuSHUIID  DipieuenLuleid

23 https://colombogazette.com/2021/07/14/x-press-feeders-pays-sri-lanka-us3-6-million/
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gBUBSSLCUTGLD  alemeneysemen Henandhdl Slehdlw aleugmuiser shenwwrer eHFLilenet OCouerfldbsTL 1QeT].
alweLGalefseled aigsefed SLFUILTL L BISET HL GHSUILIL L 6.

SLBU ugmenuier o BTG o BudbHulmer auFHUUGSHIUSBETES SFFTHSD BFHer  aleugmulddene
GubupsausBaTar @ Lgsmsdomars OsTLmslwg. Suiaibd, eumLIbHSD CHemeuliGd 0.6  ededuler
Qulfles  Ogmeaiwer o 76 GCaemeulurlgemer @& UisHOFuustes  Bmisaleomev. 2 JHHlanerd
SHOLOFUIUSBHTE  SHILOTAISDHIeToN HaupiHel OHefleanssd Cofluabssid, Famalsd Dmba SLBUTFUNenIL
LWeUGSHS swmflesiul L o gsHameand @bHwralsd Smbal HERIT MEBESIFHT 2 FHH MDD Euld@od)
Gewiged Gurep L6 IBSHEmeT SPFTHS SGTFETHET (PUBHHHNT. EJenwih STLOTEMRISEPD LS6D
FrFmgs@flweneuwms  oms  elleusTw  HyemIeenrd@Gn  Cspel  ugmenuiemer  oa&@eal Lo EhdE L0
aleugmiiseEprseld SmLuled @GLTar  ealaumsmser SLDOuUB  aflwamndsear. alaugmuisenmed o FLilensi
uWlIFQFww  apguwimosd  Gureigild  @phsH  elLwib  eleusmul  DIMIOLILGHEMTID  SFFlled  HL FHeTeId
aigluled @pmidll GummBl ellwiors il Fhaduled S bsbamuisTs Dmbs Caper uFmenuies
SHILOTENS HIWILDRIBMENL LLTHH0FUIwalsoamen 6TaiLg SHToTalsslU’ LD Bbhs DSIHD DST@ID HalJoTearsi.

Fomalapeion S Gour  Falesr LBWT-GLS GUwHHammed sumflssilL  CFper o HHd  HRGLISS
usblefluImésel o 6lenal 6B SPlILmLUled Db 2 7 BHUImeT aThGuSBE Beobims WHIHHCUTH i
SamhiIshiIGaTamienCenurer  LrFflenemnurs wrslwg. SLS 1704:2021 pluiokiseEblear o Jib  Senuilpailsoansv
aarsh Cadlu srarsh OHTBBISSHMLETIL DFHSTTFML SHToTaNSHdHl. SHmILCeur Fallem @GO H6RILHe0Hm6T
LBISNSBIS HLEGHSE SLLMWID OFISHLILL CouewiBD  6le Ul BISHWGH. @LLHSHHmF CFeISHTSH
BT V0T & euTT6L JF QUMBIH) eQ6iTSleneutd SBILILLI LI 19U160l6D GFILLBBSHF Feur SIJFTRIBLD
SWUMTS  OHHSH. DeEmsd DPFThEDd QeuefBTl G  Hrewiw OEmssiuisd HoGwdargll  CuTulmbhS
Pemeouileud Gamflémedsd o LSULB Bprrsfléesiu’L o rsiaBerssd JFard  sbuaidsd SpidHuied 6.9
10e0edWielT QLTTEHMmTE QFeushauig!.?*

Faomays@ 6.8 Wevedwer SICWfHs  GLTeVIHeT BULFLTSEF OCFasH il L gl Guoaibd LyFfeneruimers
(WRUSITHD  SBUSaFonsab SHIdsluLalsdenen. Sammshd sB6UTEH  CoB@Miiie  Bluwwkisenen
Lo QFWg HHSHID CFweiwempulsd o aongl. Geleumsl Elople CFUISH HHSHSUUGLD HIUILDHISET
SRGUSS SlevevdH BFF 2 JHHMmeT BTLBSHGH6N EOBSHGLS CFUIMNSBEGH DI@ILHEEHEOTD 688  DFFHH 60
FMOTLD  QTUOTHEHD  alleudmul  BUeTHEHD o 6fTenan). H&H  DRISHFHBLILLLTE,  6IHTHTe0SHH60
LeitaleneneyseiT 6JiBLIL 60TLD.

o2 715 Gsmevaluler GCorg elemenCeuraiBrs, o ewey 2o @BUSH FOFFD CFUWILLG 2o ewie] 6leeudel
ardputeitenerr. “wimev” CUTHHHFCUTH SimleuemLuled 50 FHalddh BIor] gBUGBID 61eT eleUFTUNSH6T FHRIBHIBEI
e gnnpIBEIBeT. LOJHBN  DIBICUMLBEHLD HelFOTS aIDFSFImLBIHIGTOTHIL 6T alleneusEnhd e 2 Wifaurss
sTewlILGHaBar.  Fhemgulsd oflFl  uBpreGmpulmerd SHaIJlLSBSTE 2021 SUD DLW BB
uGHulsd Feamalsd BHHHID gmerw BTHH6eNe0 SpbaHId OeuelBTLG Brewil OBHESYSHEG LSS UNe0
a1l @BsHGd QFLIWILILIL (HeiTenl.

Gl ymsnsseied Wil Sisidisemst Geul (HgHed

&LbHS LRGN walg—wremer Guorged (HEC) shuamseisd SiHSHly  gBUL(BeTeanensdd  SHIe el
&T_(pPemer. SaBsmea LIFHTer STJETHEHT STHHMETSH SHIILTe| OFUISMID WTnIHaTe SenL eulflsenernd
GLULAISIOTGLD. WTeneds HITIORISEHES6T albHaumSdH SOULUSBSTHSH CHAWL YnEToEEmend &M WTenet
SBfsmen  HFoTenilusBe 2021 aufeyOgeveyd SHLLLD DMSSHTID  UPRIBWISH. DLEIT60  FTHSHLIeU6T
oplielener  GBOETeToMTIONID  S&FBBIL  FHTdEs  WwHUihamen  GBOETaToMTIOMID  QHTOCLITHET — HTHS
wHIIGBmen  CBOBTETONTONID — LIBISGUTLLTEMTHEHL 60T  6TeUaISHOTeT  HeOHBINTWTLMED L HSTLOGILD
SMHSHLLLD 2021 abufled SIbUSSUIULLE.  @SSHSIHLLD  PpuBFesiul G, uflFellbsl’®,

24 https://economynext.com/sri-lanka-to-purchase-organic-fertilizer-from-chinese-firm-sued-npqs-89594/
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BxpmevalBpleTanendld  HTewNgd OQBHTLILHID (PaTCamBHaHlF OFsveolILBoud CHTLIUTES  euatdeugmdlsel
BILEITHET  GJLOTBBLOGHL [HHI6TETE.

Q@ Byewry  Weeuponm GO Getenmy:  ‘witewen—ioells  GorHemevd  Hewillug  eiep  Gumyeneuuied
aeFoaugTdlsel SHemeibsendHler UTHISTSSUULL LIfCHFmsaled QmHbH BUIBMNS 6UGTRIGSMENTSF  FHJewl(holend
AFHILGSSINSHCH SiBIPG6T Gaul Baugl (PETOTPULILGASBCHT a@B HCHSD gHBUGHEBE.Z® Goeuid
HML_SHBbagUl  HHaI0HeMed Oha, UTEHISTSILLL  1NjCsamisele 1 ewed ‘SBUL  aleoulishSHaier
Fshsefler OFThhsF OCFevalsd SiBHdsmen GCoul HausBEHdH SINWUTHSEG D@L UPRISLUULH  aUHS GBS
Guoaid BelleuTn DI OBHTLJHHID euPRISLILIBLD. CHTEWILLILL L  awienen elBUmeT OFUINSBSTE 61(BHBHIEF
CFeLausBGHID SIS QUPRISILBID 6TeTlgh OFHFuIaHBEBE.

“Bbad S L ST 6T BemeN S OFfeyeFu Iz 60 QeuefilILIenL & BHeTenioidld s (b
Qumpl(wenp  BsveorHmLULG  Bumed CHEUGHAIBH. G AbhFH DHTOI SHHETL  [HETENOUIGHL UG WM
IS 6IIDIDTED SiLemeT oL B Geuiuwi(ipiguib!”?®

(LPEBLTSHS HLLbLiung B&EHHSDHILLLD Bxdw FLLBIb6IT UBLILGeISBES LD
oapIb@GD B BFCFameTengl. Guwebd, “Wimeareld GUTHmend GMBLILGHBETE  bLAIgHMBUITS &
SIBIPSLILGSHSLILIL L TeID Bl alleLRIGH BEHBSG LDy 600TL Gumpslullenet 2 (HOUTHEGUBHT60 6JemaTLL
o WiflemiseT EpBéEsdnlgul FTHAWD o 6efilL L UTSHSLTE  HTHIHISMNS  CHTERIHETONSHIL 6T  [Hlev
Gupugliier o meusnyulenemud BT eubHCHTHeumSUWD MBS ewtenllerr WD STevumlensoulie WD LITSSLOTe
SHTEBHIGSMENLD  JBLIBSHHIB SBS.

CUEBOSTHBBIET STTWIOTS BTH (LPLPEUSHIOTS (WLSSLILILIQ[HHS STEOLLGH U, HFBBTLI60 HTHHELBLGSHHW
L6V BLAIGSHMNHHET SIDLITH . FLL  L5BeLHEHHGH B HFOFLID aIMBUTD 2 (HeuTHSLILLL  SHHBMITL 6L
FMibd U OaTetendsefe HHUTL Lleeumeust SILBIGSmen: F  [HeOmSem6T BIFLLED, He0DHHF
sLBHmuled “‘GmyGuimy  CFWILGSHH’, (WHHITRaI FIHadbHomar ba) lalBhdd DHHTTFOUF
FLLeHaT S OCarawibobsd afsHsoreal onflalshsed, euardaugrdasT UTHISTIL SiewFdler EImenmis
SmwFsfemed BxFuw risTdselar eevamevseien PG oisflamer Geul (hHeo, ey  GauelwemnLoddHe0
LBBID SIBWSMT Ul (BHev 2 elefll L UTHISTIL BLIQHMBHM6T 1HHH0, LBBID BeTHTLTHSH60 LOBEBID
e oo oIlelmHd. BeweuGu Cu@hd eTamTewlbamauievret DMICuEHSTLH SILNalHHSH BL6UQHMmBH6N 66T
Flev HICOTDLITLOTET ©_HTJGUuIHIGET(GHLD.

BWSFF L wBpb GsTeTame Lme0H6I

“GU_gsdlar GBTHG~ @b memdHud GamiLmuw  greudsgeiat  BaiHed  elehepmueid 10 Lysmen
CareenasEpdbstar SLUUT emar GeueMUuBGHHWINBHSSHI. FoalemeoliuGSHILILLL  Fepsh, GQUIHaMWIEL LBBID
FMBBTLED  HEOL (LPDBEHET  (LpeOLDTE  HlenevbLBInE SidelmsHHulmer SHiDLUSBHTET HEMOLBISHES SHBBITL 60
Cameensuilener ik o 6L sAUNBHSH. OE0sTeiens allwbhHer ST USHed  Lieiteuhevet
o eenLmiBulphbaem: SifaleldBhsd LUTHISTHH60 WOBBID STHHMIGETR FHBMIL6D  QIpRIGeNd; HBCLITHI6TET
FBMTL 6L Q& TeTenHHMETULD el gsemenud RBIGNH BMETULD BBmBLILIGSSH6; BlenevOLBIHES
LYROGEET: [ORVEAGE Tl SN HHHF FLL BHSHIH a6l QBRI 6T HH60; &85 Siflealenenub
CamPevmI LUBIGmenuD  BHweOUBIHEG  DIalHSHUIDIET  Fml 9enemHHe0  BBID  UTIDEHMSBHBHIBIHEN6I
o WiSSHIIMS 2 BIHILGSHS 560 Hijaurs L L kisefaid @HhidmewiL).?”

25 Department of Wildlife Conservation ‘s Protected Areas (DWC ‘s PAs)

26 5ee: “Trenches against wild elephants — tried, tested and failed, say experts,”
https://www.sundaytimes.lk/211212/news/trenches-against-wild-elephants-tried-tested-and-failed-say-experts-464983.html
27 https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pmc/articles/PMC7537588/
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Obs SLeueniD LHa|D STHHOTRT FBBTL6O LUTHISTUL BBID Difleled(hhbal LUTHISTHHE0 Dl (Lpensuileneol
Urgduedssmaud, &bs SPFThsD usHeldd abdcH WHO alechehTUaISHBEG aHImebea  CGFwmBul(h
QU(HB BB

o fliomisenem  SIEBBIWSET  cPeOD  ewied  gBIIFOFUSBITEH  QUMIGIHBenend HenJhHweno, GHdw
UBIBThsmand  amp  Oslemer  Gaul lguwiend, “‘gmeiul  SJF  almideiar o 6@ 1ewl  OiBlbaled
FHUBSDES @Ibdsmaulsd LalFsfigalulsd Senmel aImsl UaliwsshHear (GSMB) o fliob  aupmigLd
BLAUQHMB(LPOBEETR  CHemeul LT genet  SHiSBWemD eIl 1992 gub  Siewngsst 33 b Bevds
FPBISRISET OBBID SNLCUTHLS6T FLL HFHlemand G efleurs BISGNH BL6UQHMBHETEGLD.

appBoeud  MWFC/1/2020  @eveiten  gBuTGsel  FULaNGITHIOTR®ma  6IGUGIL G Slenal  FU L HHBS
(PTEITERIEMAILITGID. Sjewal 2009 SID Spewrgest 65 D Bevdd  auelll  LUTHISTULS  SLULDNFFL L gdeo
(PmSSD) gBUTGSMeTS GUILUTS pIFapet. eueld FTITsh CHTHEESmSEREITE @ CaBshCLW(HHEGLD
GupulL  sTenilulmer alGallLSBG (WP SFBOTL6L STHS HT mers (EIA) ChmauliuGsSgid 1993
apet 18 oub HaHw 772/22 b Bevdss afHHoTaT PalHsabE&D 1980 Syb SLemeaT 47 Spb Bedhs
BCxdw a@mpTLed FlLGHer Lfley 23BB et gBUTESEHSHSL SHBBIBHULD (WIRIMAISTS  DIHLOHSHIGT6NSHI.
B iger el Gumeneuulener 30% Semed SIFSAILGBETE ‘G FoHder GHTHEAN” GBI LILL BeTemeuTmme,
SBCUTeNHW WaTHud HHCwHG CaTLLmuw JrmusFalsT BTeTmeEd FaBuLaIb @& (WPIeauLGH GBS

Brzpenr aleugmusbdener GCLDUGSBIUSBITEOT OETeTmsser Camevaldd @ BFOFODBIGTENHIL 65T  cTewtTEwIB?
FLLL UpFFenesenenud o (heurddlujeener. 1999 &b Siemger 35 b Qedss STauJll LITHISTILE FLLID
FHTURSEDHSHS HhG almenaldbsdddds Slevevg CFFOLBUBSSHEIW  Slevevdl  HIPNCUBLIGSHDHDHInIQU
areualgomer  FHTeuy  euemsUieneuid  DIP(PSILBSHHIUSBOSATTET  LITHISTILSSTET  LOBBILD  E60mIensUT gnI6r
QU(HBeBTB SHTeuTmiseres SIULFGeuBuTL (heHment IBUTHSHM6 QLD B BIBG. SLuilenib,
Fomaled @mpbaH  OmEHGgd QFUWiULL 2 gHHed  eleusTw 2 BUSHBEHGHG HEad  HRGLEHS
Grmursdwmer “erfeleiwn” udbleflur o BAUIGHHS®W Sewfuiin’ L gl. Sg SLS Bluwd 1704:2021 Sever
AR

BO& LewIenenT LOTFTHGDH OB STFewisHHeanmed Chdl aBmTLed FUL S ghuThoemend Lpidlamgs. Gxdw
apprLed  FULGHa ey 23 N(1) wew wTFTdEm0s GBBFOFLOTSGHIBSH. Bbd GBUTLIQET  SID
“Ioeuitemilell  Sie0evG  ewTemilest  GoBuIiier Guende, @rsFTwe SEved 2 ulflued Hleneventoulene  LOMHEHID
alHHFH60 DIGLEVFH  LOGHTINEWT  DIGL6VH!  LoawTewlall 2 BUSHHUWIMST BEFRDLWSTS SIeV60FH HTUIHLOWIDBBSHTS,
SRGUHHHTH HBGID 61601 HUWTWIOTS CTHTUTTSSHHmMQU alHHH0 D60V eNSHTHGT HFSTHTID DILVSHI
BLGRITbLmBHG SHRCHBUGSHSHID STHHUPMLW  alHHHe0, eloRIGE6T, LBNUDB6T,  eUTSUTTHSHENT,
SHTEUTRIBET, DILVHI JML SIS SH agaleiorer 2 UNflaMmiseEbdsE BFFOSSHTH DIeVVH HHIGLIHBHHT6
alaHIHL  leLeVH  LDANSHTHETNE LGVl EhHE DIHAUGLCUBLESHIBEB  Hisbevs  CoremeuwBp  elssHde0
Coupiliyl BHIB  Sledev I BlovdhHlen eleuailspomer LWEILOEG HamosGh GhHBD gBUBSHHImgW  alHs a0
6b& @ BUBLD 6% LORIEnamILLD SIeLeVH 6hS @H BevsHHer GCBUILILImEIUD WTFTSESEILTISH DIGLVSDI
OTFTSHEHMEV GBLGHSHILTH DIGUSH DTFTHEILGAUSBE IO HDHHInL_TH!.”

Bpfw ymerssmarsd  snpl  omiemer  Geul Beugl Cxdw  FBmTLEL FULHHT UGHH v C @60
GBI HBHIMIHSLILL (BTN HUWHNFFLLE FLLBSHHM LOBIOUSTS DIEDOHSBIETONH. SFHBBILED HTdHd LHILIL 19enens
(EIA) Fw0jiissed OBBID SIHmar LflEFedoHaHabsTan bl allgoHma(amBEmeTd S(hHSLILLLampBrear 1993 b
Sienngeit 1 b Qevdsad G SMDILED  (BHSHLLEISMmET SBSHFLILSBET  BLGUIQYHMS(LPND)
PUEGFHSaTID FULD GUSHOIEISBH.  SOBBILEO  HTHS  HILIG Brewi®  CrTohamIBmeND
Csran®eiensl; (1) Cadlw yhseT aMar Symruled SEbE @k ™0 (HBLL VWD) SMTSHHMIT GHTISI
[BL_6UIQ 6T 6meat GoBosTeTamauied S|GM6UTBIT 60T [bL_6UIQ 6N GuomgLoment BT SHBIHENGCI



IBUBSHSHFIUISTS  BhEmBUIL  SBBIL  HTeHs  wHWIE ChmaniuGdams. (2) Ouordswors 10
CamsCLWiTHmen Wlehaidlem o e6mhev GBUILl SIHLD6).

SBfsmen  GCeul Beugid 1937 b Semnget 2 gD QevdssH STewy LBpId  efeomiSen LTHISTLLS
sLLmeNFFLLGHHemen  (HdmSSILLLeuTBrs) Lpdamg, ohd @ GGl @HISsSHEBID @b L6
elevemevUigliell  ehd @ BUGKT obevg SIFF HneuetGr  Oebevd  SHeolwimy  mmleue@om  LiewfiliLmerTy
BTLSSHHET  61(RHSHI  cLpevlDTeT  (LpSTmISETID  Beiisl  elelleuenswner  SiLlal(hHa)  BHLegHenaulenetib
sl HHHeID GLoBOSTETET6OTHTHI. LewilILTeN] BIWSD WJauTheF SBpTLed UflFeuenaraml Sis060H HHBMITL 6L
F1HE HUIIL Igamerd BCHemeulILi(BdSHe0mLb.

2 auemoulGeBu, urgIBTSslULL  LI8sHamiseialell  @LIDOUBID  BLOUQHMBHET  cUanFeuTTHHEnHdEGID
AUMSHBSGD  elelalFHOTeT  UTHEOTE — HTHSSHIHMANULD  gBUBGSHHale0em60  DlseVH OIS HEmMBeuTen
FHTEBHHMmBCW  CBTewIBeiToner 6ailend 2 BIFHILGSHUSBSTET BWHFF LS SLUUTLIGMOUID SHTTEHS
sLemulenad euatFauITdEeT UTHISTILS Henendbsend Careaniherensl. goaiaisd BeaufsGer  BevmiensLl
Qurgirdseile  WBBID SBCUTMSHW BB  aHTETed SHameowenpuller, LBEBID SIEUTHEHSSTET  LBBID
SlaufHeMet FmTLe0Ter LITHISTEU60TH6TAI]T.

Guoauid, eueFaurTdsemenud ST (HeeueNulmeld SFFBISHHSB DisPHmen  Caul Beugdl DyFuieoenioli e
o miengseit  12(1), 27(14) wpmid  28(f) o dweapfeveud  OuUIgGILSS6T  BIDLNH®S  QUTBINILG
SHFluSHemenu|ld FULSHFHer S Aulewenud BIBEB  OFweTGD.  euamFeugmdsementl  LITSHISTLILISBET6T
PwHFs LS SLmUIMNT DJFHD SIF DHETHEHD CETewiBeiTee).

&60HGHINTLLITL 60

SITFWeVEIDLILID  LITJTEHLOGIBSHSH M0 SLHFLILIGLD FLULRISEHD DJFTHIS HLOIQHMBHEHHEHTE  FL L &SI eneu
QUPRIGH B IBe. CETETNEHDHEHD  FBBIB(HLRISEHLD SIS WeOmLILL DD FLULBIGSEHLMID @HHnFLGeuewI(BLD.
QurgicdseEpLemer  LURGHBUF  GFwaipedBuLeT  SFFweosmwlyd  FULRISEHD 2 (Haurdslubeabs
FTOFABHSHTGSD. Gad  CETTMSHEHD  RIOEIGIHBEHD  CUTHIDSHEMET  HELETIHEMETUID — Di6UTSH6rT 6
sflgmansmend Sleufseler o flenwsamenud LIFHuedssBauemiBd. FLLMIS6NT HHSILILGMHBUID Dlenel
SH0bHTCTALLF  GFweipens  cpeold  CmBOBTeTenILL Gouewi(Bd. SDIPFTRISD  DIPOLGSHID  alFHEEHD
Q(DEIG 6] B BHETHLD LIMTT(ThLOGIT &> 35 66T FL_L_BIB@EMHLD SITFWIe06UT HH6TT CaTBEHG D
WSH5SHHBGH BeWLDBIUSBITS enbCuTer GUTHdled DIMLFFTHNTID SIHEFH T  OFLIGOTENTH6MGITTEVID
916060 DIBHBUTEB SIMLOLILIHHENMTEID HIGV6VHI DITFTRIS HIHBTHHEMTEIID LBLILIL GUTHTS.

HHBOLTOSW SIJFTRIBD DHET OBHTMVCHTSGHS dmpprer gl hbdar Gpraded” Laeumd Chrdsshdmerd
CEBTaBelenSTHd  GUILIL Getengl:  “Boeuer  FHwrear (ol BHsl mLsmeanuld DFHs 2 sFHCWTsLT6l
alFasemenud aHTeETeTUSBGHS SBOUTHIETT SFBBTLEL URIGUBSHD FLLBHH6  FdbsBHeienouleners
GOBUUSDBEHTS 2 ulflwed UsLaImBMLUTMET LITHISTHH0, DIPWITH STHHE0 LOBEBID  L|6ITenLDSHSHeID BT 60
Spmenuienas CBTEHIBOTET Qb Haldd AHBTIHH 6N/ 10SALDWNILGSHSILL L (PeBenoulensar  HBie|He.”
SWeib, LHW SFTRSD SBBIL a@ib alLwdHHmart Uflss Sigmer 3 GeuaiGeaupmer SienLodFgidaer e
B CsTamiBaubaleTengl. GaID, SHMDFHSHeTE DHHUID HHBTY FLoelameoullaEIenOU|D SHTEuTlILL L &),

FBOTLL CHTLIUTe LTSI OFTeend 2 (HeuThd (WEHEUTTET SBBTLED SMLFSHSGL LUIsTear Si(LpeoLBEHHe0
(PHUTHENMTS  HHW  SFHBBILED  HFHSMFFmLLD LalFFfigalusd Siememel &Imisl  Lenlwspd orgaye
2 oiene. euaIFouITHSET WLBBID UL UTHISTIL SIWDFSH DIMDFFTN6!  DHHOVHIGTEN @F DIEDFFTGLD.
M0 BbSH SIMDFSH SBBTL6D CETeiendseaied WHdH GempeuTar SenGeu &L GUUTLIgmeTd OBTeIBeTengl.
9I8x8euemen, eauaTFaITH ST LTHSTI SITegmmis Sewnds  WHaFmy  Galelsanen  SImDSHH, DIbLHm6r
SIMIDGHHD, LTHTLTHH60 OBEID  euet  alenm  LlelBHa o efef L LeLGaum UeiasEhds@Gl  GuTmItiuTEs



2 oTengl. SHTeuy eleomdler UTHISTULS SLLDGNFFLLID, 6uald SLLMMFFLLLD S Fweupper &S
RJIHSULL(BeiTem Bpleuamisel LeveuBpler Wb @g SLBLUUT geneard CaTewuiberengl.

SrHiasd augons, Seomemsuled CUEHBOSTDHE GuTd SBBILMEL UTHISTEHGD FLL  (PeHBLOUTDEIL
Ui ILGSHUSBSHS HSOLWBB  aldpsHPHed HeopGaupp  SiHagHsHear  Hmeouid B DOLBEBIeTETSI.
2020/09/26 soub FHad & Gba usHimsuls CFuld eamied eeumOTs GO QHHSH: &b
JTQUSE SHITOW WSS  LOTHTEIOTT  2MaITANIGTOT  AMBEOGBI(LPEV6V, 6UGVSIRIL  &SITGHD  &FTod HeuTHer et
werples  SevpbgHlenIUTLeded CuAwGUTEI Weileumompy GUILLILLSTE mamdHuduie oo s Wfley Spfbans
QaueMul HHSHBH. “FH60 TIPS B LMENBMETUID  HBBIB(HUBIGTHS SHGHIBIGH6T,  LBHSHNILIGITH6NT
SHeTgHHLILGaIT. 2

OaTLLenLW SHBBIH(HLMIBEIT, SIS LIS HTHIS6IT LOBBILD o _fliomigei QuITpSl(LpemBaH6iT LOBBILD
BLOIYEMB(POBH6T  SpBHleuBpilest  GHTLOFTeimilen cpeold o BIFILIGSSULLIQHHS SFBBILED  LTHISTULF
FLLBSHmO BObhS OIMMSPMB  @IRISLIQUleTeN .  Fev  FHEHTULRISND  SHIFFUID  [HEVEITHEHHEHTSH
QUTHBLOTENB6T  LPEILDTHAD  QLPBIGIH BN cLpeulOTHD LOGAD FTHEHLOMHT FLLRISM6NH Fnl LOTHBBIOISBE
wpwpdlse GmOsTeTenILIL (BeTerey.

BuBms GUGTIHIS 61T 60T geot EBTUIS FHwmengid CUITBILILEUTUIH SHSHILOT6
SEHMS  BOBLMLLTSSTGD. BUBHS  GUTHRISMET  (LPSTMWHSHIID CFUIUID SFBBILED  (LEH6U]TH6N 6o
FWTHO(PD  DSPILDOWTSITGHLD.  STOSHHBGHS HTeVD  OBTeTensHenen  LIBBIBEB  CHIHOHBHSHLILL L
SIFSTRISEISMT HTACHTHHHMNOT HMeWiBH6T DbH BUIBENS eUETEISETE HleneoGUBTeT LILIGTLTL I9BE&S
Gba®D almenaillieneTaGa o sermer.

QumBesTBRaGuTg,  CuBEEILILL  STACHTABHHAIOTET  BLONGHMSDH6N  QUBDS  GUCTHRISDETF
FTeWIheusBHTH  CoBOETaTeNILL L.  SeuBEmIeT  QORISEMDSSLILLTS  LOewe0,  [Hl6D, &0  DIBLD6YH6IT
o eenLBIGHaper. Obs eaemmselsd Spbs  OUBSSQUl  GBIEW  &TEV  [HEOSIHET  HeUATHIH60
Gameiemiul LemGouwaiind  Hewi. &mevF  GFgmiser  wHUILOULafedenev. BHH  DIEWIGH(LPENDBEHENHLD
CameiendsEpd  FOUBSILULL  (pHeufHeEnd Seuppter  CuBurieney SIHESTIRISEHD  LevaiaioemL euSBE&
aflaGHIHer. gemerll (LPHUTHeMeT HHUTD euaTdH HMEWISHHED, eUATFUTTHEH6T HeewIbEHeND LOBBID
yalFsfasaiuwed olememer  SPBISL  Usnlwsld — opdlwemer  Lsveleromrssliul G seuppler  Ggmblsufgsluwimet
uewilwmenseT — SpmibsiulLearny.  osmbeofHuwmer  uemlwrenjsefler  LevaialoTdslUl L Q(LDMIGEIT6,
uswilwrenjsefer GFweomBplensulsd STesdHHmar gBUBHHWETNHIL T OB HewiL  HTeuHH60 LITFHTFLOTEH
Lsialenenaysemel  gBUBSHHID. SHOSMOU|D BADHULD 10Hs CQFmPeofsHuimareugsst &b HBIeUeTHIGEEm6NT
Al alevadlsd GCFemleTansIL el OHTLIHHID GeuefGusF GFsveuf.

Gamsiienasll LflbHiengsel

BhHF G, SMBBTLEMEVU|D IDMHTUS  SLEHMSUTIMETLD  (PSTEDSHSHIOID CFUILD  SHienLoLIL|Saer 66
gwngeadhHemeat CLUGSHSHIUSBSTHL  Llaeumd Csmeiensl Ufbalienysel 1WH Seualb 0FashsULBS OB
FMOTLL QABETUSSHemen o BIHILGSHHCH GHSCHTTGL - SIFTauH, BUIBMNS  CU6THIGEHDHBT6
&EH6M6T QUILITOUTET HIEMIFEID DUBBlenasT EHH6T DigNILIeT&HHVILD.

28 hitps://www.hindawi.com/journals/cmmm/2020/4045064/
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SGMDT_60 @abTWSD LBEILd Beoeorl fulmenr 2 @BHILGSBHD - CHisHe0smend  OBHTLIHDHI
Bxih 0B BB SLILIBLD ST FTRIBRISH6EN 60 BHTVHH MBS B &HITULD B 1bELMID LOMTBBRISEDENL
QUTHLLUBSSTSHI SHBMTL 60 OGIBTUISHD Gam_LmBael Buievor 1L Goueuit(HLb. bz
Camiurt(haeT SuBend el SLeEhmBSETar  LURGHBUOSS  BpId  GeuefiliLemL SHeTenlolss
QurpSl(enmseT CUMILILIBAIMS 266Nl &GHH GBS

SMV(PMBEEhHSHmLUleoren  @UIas GBasmurtGsmen WHHHH - Bubms BB  FBbhs
FMOTLQIHHTR  THTHTL  FhHHUlemflenr o Ffennbenen DBISHFHSGHID  HMeV(LPDMBEHENHEHB 6L UTlevTet
uTeys CamiurhserLeal BHFHHlen BUBens eUaTHRISMETL LWGTLUGSHINSBEHTET  FLLBISEHLD
CETTNEHHEBHD HHmFalbSLILBD OB 6TGILINS 2 MBIHILGSHSH60.

o unwionjesliss SBBILE WSHiiGsment Ueubpsd - GHUIL @ LImhdludbder Feps—
QUTHEMTHTT HlenevLLHEHEHGL CUMHSBWTR Sial(hHeH 2 LITULDTTEEBIEMmENT SIENLWITETD  Hexwi®
OafeCFuinma BUWIe0FEIFUIU LD THTHT6eVD QB T6IT6N B BHEMGITULD S L_MRIBMETULD
BBFF S L BIGSem6NULD SI(PeOLIBSHBHIMBUT 6D I VRT3 AT % FHBMITL 6L AL IBHSEHLD
BL U HMB(LPDBHEHLD LNTUBBLILIBH BT 6laTLmS 2 BISHLILIBHSHSH60.

USSEFSTILBE FLL S(PeITssme 2 BISIIGHHD - SHlBLIH6T, o 6eh] LBpld  Sdluied
T wTeEeT LOBEID gemeiiul Heiamevll LBmIenL WeJHellell HeoIbETad FLLMIGS6N LOTBBLILIL 6UTSTH
ARG BT FLLF FULSD WWHHHIULaD CouewiBle. BUIBeNd eueMmIG6TeT LIWTUTHL CSHTL LML Wl
BLOIYHMBHEHD 2 Flul (pemBuiled @UmIGLBSHBLILL CalewiBLD.

uihs® SigliLenLuileonal SMBBTLe Heval BEID Sfle] (WaTmwwSHSasHmear 2 BIFILGSHH60
QUBBHOBTBEI  (eiTenbHemwiBenL W  alevhiGHeled BbbH WalSHTSEHHGH SUIOUTH  LIT6|deis

Crmun@l. Bbs GpTul  wals—eloonidsd SHUY o oL sl L HTCLBW  CaramlueTans. &
wlHTH6T DiHSH alemev OFISHH SBMBISHOBTEHIL LT LOTGW. SUUTLLD (WenBaT] UTL elSHTers s 6t
uGHWTE D HHHCeuemiBb Geuid (WepaTmd Sevalule LGHWTEaD BHHHCeumiBD. BSH6ITe0
WEH6T BUBenSmUW SHIPLILSBES (Weter] M HLeneudbeT HbSIILT.

PeweooupIsd® SialpsdHs BCsm umbhoemst wWLHHHH - o6l IFTSSD, B WOIFTESHD  LBEBILD

SLLMBB amauled QUIBMs alehIGmeT DIfHH0 SFuimel OCMBLIGHDHHInQUINE! 6TETLINSHUD
QupLd  eTexsTemiibenauilevmen LésEelel euTbaled euTbaTSTIRIG6 D LTSI eneT  gBLIB SIS et
RIS CUBHOSTBBI 60HGHS SBBISH DhHBHIGTENH. AICEUTHEUHLD UTSHISTULTS &60eoTaill L T6D
wr@GL UTHISTUUTS  E606D60  6IILMSUD  6lhH G (P  UTHISTUUTS  Ee06D60 61T SHULD
QUBBOSTHBDIG &M IgueTengl. “Suiedl] ambaiBGd SHmbLad (WPaETeFMSBETE ABhd afluieev.
elehFuleitemn  BUIBME  aleMEIGeTe0  GUHTHWTIBleners sUefEybd QFUIWTEH  BHaevOLBIHE
SialmpsHuimen o BIFHCFUINSBITOT @ eublenw! [HID HewiBLYSSCouami(BD.  eueNT&FFLISBBe0
610gl  HISTOII  LMRISeTLD 6ol  LIWGTLTL 9enaluld  &mBHHIH0ETeTaISBHTe  SenllILleneaid
BxmemeulILIB SHBHIHFBSH.

Bumems Sl uieoner  Saseier  peold  QUTBEMTHTY  OCHHSSYHMENSH  HTHSH60
QUmBHOHTBBL @HBSHID CUIHMTHTT CBHEHQYUIL E(HHHID LT BISmTS  SBBISCHTETeIS
PemeoUBISE SlalheHSHdEETe LTendulsd BT maT (&TalBISSHID. BUBend SiQLiLienL UTeoTeTSHID
QuIBILILUTWIHSSHIOTET SFBBIOTHSHINB GbUTHL afeusTuld GWwediuwlsd GbUTHD OSHTIHEOHIL LIS S 6T
o LmuoTJéaies LWL gemmed  GbUBSHSUILLL  UTDAITHTIRISEHD  FUPSTUSHBEGH 2 H6e|b
GIITLIGIL 60T oG STHET  SNLCUT(HLSenETUD HIFOTewIl  QUTHLSenemuDd CUEBIISBEHTS  [Bl6OHISEN6NT
Semaydh@ BNl LweTUGSHele0me0  GISLMSWLD o BIHILBGSHHID. o w6y BBEHGLHHes0
SRHWUGLIUSBEG UHeoTH, &MBBTL6L FHwmsl  QuUIpLIaTUIhs 2 el  UWIFFFUImesE
2 HUSBHTHS  HTWNHMENT  (PHTOIDSHHIOD  QFUIISHST  cPeOIpD 2 _6wtey  alewITalmSHdH
GSMBLLSST cLPeV(IPLD BevmIens 2 _ewiallenpentouiener SienL WiGeauemi(BLD.
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INTRODUCTION

Covid 19 was first discovered in Wuhan, China in late 2019, and it spread rapidly across the globe. This
pandemic was like none other than we have withessed in recent times. To date, it is estimated that
5,759,785 lives were lost across the world.?® The scale of these untimely deaths have devastated
communities and families. Domestic and international transportation were restricted from time to time.
Some industries collapsed leaving many employees without work. Despite successes in developing and
rolling out vaccines, the emergence of new variants indicates that the global struggles with the virus are
not over.

The pandemic hit Sri Lanka when the country was in a particularly vulnerable state. Sri Lanka has a
heavy debt burden and the country is struggling to pay the interest on its loans. Tourism was one of the
major revenue earners for the country and it was crushed with the pandemic. Remittances from migrant
workers was another stream of revenue for the country but people working overseas were also
undergoing hardships

During periods of lockdowns, the government had to provide allowances and food rations to the most
vulnerable people - daily wage earners who could not go out to work and had no savings to tide them
over. Local industries suffered due to a shortage of raw material as goods imported from other countries
could not be sourced. It is significant that the garment/apparel industry weathered the storm and
managed to generate profits despite the above-mentioned hardships.
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The government’s ill-conceived election promise to the business sector to reduce tax also caused a loss
of revenue.

The current government was elected in 2019 following the failures of the “Yahapalana" regime which
struggled to maintain cohesion and live up to its promises and expectations. The “Bond Scam"
discredited its “Good governance brand. Personality and policy conflicts between the President and
Prime Minister contributed to the government’s paralysis. When it was made public that the Easter
Sunday attacks on churches and hotels could possibly have been averted if the government acted on
information provided in advance — the government was doomed.

The people of Sri Lanka, in 2019 elected Gotabaya Rajapaksha as president. A former Secretary of
Defence during the last years of the war, he [promised law and order and security. He presented an
interesting election manifesto titled: “The Vistas of prosperity and Splendour”. He had the support
from a group of professionals and experts in different fields which is called “Viyath Maga.” Many believed
that such a formation could put Sri Lanka on the right path to economic development.

Covid 19 derailed the best made plans. However, the quagmire that Sri Lanka is currently in, cannot be
simply attributed to the Covid 19 pandemic. It is the product of decades of policy failures,
mismanagement, corruption, and short-sighted decision making of politicians. The environment for local
businesses is unfavourable, even hostile. However, the mismanagement during the last two years has
exacerbated the crisis Sri Lanka is facing today.

During the Covid 19, a number of developments took place in Sri Lanka which negatively affected the
environment, especially in terms of natural resources governance. This paper discusses major changes
that occurred in the environment sector during the last two years which can be directly or indirectly
associated with the pandemic.

SAND/SOIL TRANSPORT LICENCE DEREGULATION

Weeks after the Presidential election in 2019, the cabinet deregulated the transport of sand, soil and
minerals. Licences that controlled the transport of sand were no longer required. The objective was to
make adequate sand available to the construction industry. This was also justified as a way of
dismantling the alleged corruption within the Geological survey and Mines bureau. However, others
alleged that this was to give a chance to the local political supporters and the elected politicians in the
ruling party to exploit natural resources, mainly river beds and sand deposits.* This deregulation would
have targeted raising adequate funds for the upcoming election.

However, this decision was contrary to the provisions of Section 28 of the Mines & Minerals Act No. 33 of
1992 as amended by Mines and Minerals (Amendment) Act No.66 of 2009, The Center for
Environmental Justice, a national environmental organization brought this matter to the Court of Appeal,
arguing that the cabinet acted ultra vires, violating the provisions of an Act passed by Parliament. As a

34 https://www.newsfirst.lk/2020/07/01/election-official-urges-action-against-suspension-of-sand-
transportation-permit-system/



result, later in July 2020, the court ordered the Inspector General of Police to re-establish the regulations
and monitor the sand transportation.

The actions of the cabinet had a negative influence that still continues across Sri Lanka and the rivers
and sand dunes and land-based sand deposits continue to be exploited indiscriminately. The
Mahaweli river is one of the most affected rivers and certain Divisional Secretariat divisions such as
Seruvila have many disputes related to river sand mining.

DEREGULATING OTHER STATE FORESTS

In early 2020, the government cancelled the Forest Circular 5/2001 which had granted the authority to
the forest department to regulate “other state forests.” Circular 1/2005 is of special importance as it is
the only protection provided to over 500,000 ha of “other state forests” across the country.®> The decision
was justified by the state as a way of preparing for the food crisis which Sri Lanka might face due to the
pandemic by increasing chena cultivation. In reality. the Government's main concern was the lack of
funds to import maize required for poultry feed.

The environmentalists and civil society disagreed with the new circular No MWFC/1/2020, issued by the
Secretary to the Ministry of Wildlife and Forest conservation as it impacted on circular 05/200136 which
authorised to the Conservator General of Forest the management of all other forest lands, and the
circular 02/200637 which allowed the Conservator general of Forest to release lands for non-forest
purposes.

The term “other state forest” itself is misleading. The Forest (Amendment) Act No.65 of 2009 refers to
some forest areas as “any other forest” or “forest other than a Conservation Forest, Reserved Forest or
Village Forest”. This terminology has compounded the confusion.

Environmentalists observed that there were several communications by the Secretary to the Land
Ministry with instructions to Divisional Secretaries to speed up the process of transferring land and
resolving issues pending for future actions. The pressure to “speed-up the process” has resulted in
increased incidents of land grabs and the use of force in land grabs across the country, notably in the
forests of Nilgala, Vandama-Demaliya, Kotiyagala- Wattegama, Kabiliththa, Vanathavilluwa, Pollebadda-
Rambakan Oya, Pothuvil, Ampara, Dahayyaagala and many other locations.

These actions have galvanised civil society to organize protests, demonstrations and social media
campaigns publicising the government’s wrong doing. Centre for Environmental Justice, unions attached

35 see: Controversial 5/2001 circular — Exploring the ripple effect; https://www.themorning.lk/controversial-5-2001-circular-

exploring-the-ripple-effect/

To clarify: Under the provisions of the Forest Ordinance No. 16 of 1907, there are three types of forests in Sri Lanka under the
Forest Conservation Ordinance: Conservation forests, reserved forests/forest reserves, and village forests — all of which are
afforded legal protection under this legislation. The areas which are not declared under any other enactment are called
“other state forests” which, subsequent to Circular 5/2001, come under the purview of the Forest Department.

36 Circular 05/2001 dated 2001/08/10.
37 Circular 02/2006 dated 2006/05/17.
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to the Wildlife Department, Forest Department and the Central Environmental Authority and other
organizations filed several court actions which are pending in the Court of Appeal.

XPRESS PEARL - AN AVOIDABLE DISASTER

On 25" May 2021, the Xpress Pearl, caught fire near Colombo port and then sank on 3rd June 2021.
The ship carried a full cargo of hazardous substances including plastic pellets at the time of the incident.
Some within the cabinet ministers saw this as an opportunity to address some of the pressing foreign
currency deficits Sri Lanka faced by settling for speedy compensation.

However, the cost of the disaster has escalated and it has done irretrievable and unquantifiable damage
to the environment including damage to the ocean, beaches, and fish stocks. It has had a severe impact
on livelihoods of many in the area engaged in fishery and jobs related to the fishing industry.

To date, the government has not been able to secure the appropriate quantum of compensation for the
losses. X-Press Feeders, the operators of the container ship ‘X-Press Pearl’, have made an initial
payment of US$3.6 million to the Sri Lankan government through the vessel owner’s P&l insurers, to
assist those affected by the consequences of the fire and the sinking of the vessel.3® Of the amount
received, Rs 420 million (about $2.1 million) was allocated to compensate local fishermen. This is a very
minimal amount, given the losses that the fisher community will face. There is no guarantee that
additional compensation will be paid.

BAN ON THE IMPORT OF CHEMICAL FERTILIZER

In a sudden and unexpected move, the government of Sri Lanka restricted and banned the import of
fertilizers and agrochemicals including insecticides and herbicides effective from May 6, 2021. On May
10 2021, the “Presidential Task Force on Creating a Green Sri Lanka with Sustainable Solutions to
Climate Change " was appointed. By that time, the cultivation of the Yala season had started. Farmers
panicked at the consequences this policy would have on their production and harvests and they
protested vociferously. Protests were staged in paddy fields and on the streets.

The government launched a campaign to promote organic agriculture facilitating the domestic production
of compos. However, this was not going to meet the annual fertiliser requirements of 0.6 million metric
tons. When the flaws in the decision to ban fertiliser were clear, the government advisors tried several
alternatives such as importing seaweed-based fertilizer from China and Nano nitrogen fertilizer from
India. Both decisions became very controversial and resulted in heated arguments between the
agriculture experts, promoters of organic fertiliser and the farmers. The matter was taken to the streets
by the farmers organizations and political parties when the farmers were unable to cultivate without
fertilizer. The stress was compounded when it was determined that the quality of organic fertilizer
available in the market did not meet standards.

38 https://colombogazette.com/2021/07/14/x-press-feeders-pays-sri-lanka-us3-6-million/
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Fertilizer became an intergovernmental issue when Sri Lanka refused a stock of organic fertilizer
produced at Qingdao Seawin Bio-tech group in China on the grounds that the fertiliser contained harmful
bacteria. The National Plant Quarantine authority determined that the fertiliser was not in conformity with
the standard SLS 1704: 2021.

The Qingdao Seawin group rejected the findings and insisted that they be paid. The Chinese
government was prepared to blacklist a state bank for non-payment on the contract. Eventually the
government of Sri Lanka capitulated and paid the Chinese company 6.9 million dollars for the rejected
shipment even as Sri Lanka is in the throes of a foreign exchange crisis.*®

A compensation of 6.8 million US dollars was paid to China and the issue is not fully and satisfactorily
resolved. The government is currently in the process of revising the above-mentioned standards.
Environmentalists and agriculture experts are apprehensive that these revised standards might permit
the import of organic fertilizers that are harmful or toxic into the country. If it is approved, there will be
future consequences.

As a direct result of the fertiliser debacle, food production is compromised and food prices have
escalated. Farmers unions predict 50 % loss in the harvest in the “Yala" season. Vegetable harvests are
also significantly lower and the prices are high. To avoid rice shortages in the market, rice was imported
in the later part of 2021 from China and other countries, all in the midst of the foreign exchange crisis.

CUTTING ELEPHANT TRENCHES AROUND NATIONAL PARKS

Data shows a rise in incidents related to human- elephant conflicts (HEC) over the years. This is mainly
attributed to the increase in land clearings and the disturbance of elephant corridors. The 2021 budget
approved the construction of elephant trenches around national parks to stop elephants moving into the
villages. This project was started in December 2021, without conducting a feasibility study,
environmental impact assessments, archaeological impact assessment and without holding any
consultations with stakeholders. Wildlife experts have expressed consternation that this project is going
ahead although it was tried, tested and failed.

An expert noted: “It makes me wonder whether in the guise of HEC mitigation, trenches are being
proposed to facilitate natural resource extraction from DWC’s PAs.*° From the information available, it
appears that private parties have been and will continue to be granted permission to excavate trenches
on the boundaries and within the 1-mile ‘buffer zone’ of PAs, at their own cost with permission to
transport the excavated soil for sale.

“It also appears that there is no transparent mechanism for selection of these private parties, so we can
only imagine who the beneficiaries of this windfall are!”*!

This ill-conceived project has led to the violation of the national laws and to corruption.

39 https://economynext.com/sri-lanka-to-purchase-organic-fertilizer-from-chinese-firm-sued-npgs-89594/
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Furthermore, while this was introduced as a measure to reduce “human-elephant conflict’ it has several
negative impacts including the possible death of other species as it creates death traps to the animals,
and it changes the contours of the land surface and water run-off, creating a negative impact on the soil
and climate.

While the country was locked down due to the pandemic many actions that impacted the environment
transpired. Among the many environment-related policies that were formulated which led to the violations
of the law were: the filling of wetlands, “coastal nourishment” in the Mount Lavinia beach, the Gazetting
of the Muthurajawela wetland under the Urban Development Authority Act, cutting of trenches around
the national park boundaries by the Ministry of State Minister of Wildlife Protection, Adoption of Safety
Measures including the Construction of Electrical Fences and Trenches, and Reforestation and Forest
Resource Development. These are a few stark examples among a slew of mal-development measures.

STATUTORY AND POLICY VIOLATIONS

“Vistas of prosperity and Splendour”, the Manifesto of President Gotabaya Rajapaksa commits to 10
key policies. It includes a Sustainable Environmental Policy for achieving sustainable development
through balanced social, economic, and environmental practices. The underpinnings of this policy item
include; Environmental regulation for conservation and protection; Updating the existing environmental
policies, rules and regulations; Integrating the SDGs into the development framework; Incorporating the
indigenous knowledge and technologies into sustainable development; and Coordination at all
administrative levels to ensure upgrading living standards.*?

Although this document reflects a very positive environmental protection and conservation approach, the
government has acted against the manifesto from the very beginning of its term of office.

Deregulating sand transport by removing licences, cutting trenches around the national parks, removing
the requirement of the Geological Survey and Mines Bureau (GSMB) licensing procedure when allowing
mining inside “Other State Forests” are clearly contrary to the Mines & Minerals Act No. 33 of 1992.

The provisions in Circular MWFC/1/2020 are illegal, and contrary to law. They are specifically in violation
of the provisions of the Forest Conservation Ordinance (Amendment) No.65 of 2009. The Circular is
contrary to the provisions of Section 23BB of the National Environmental Act No. 47of 1980 and Gazette
Notification No. 772/22 dated 18 June 1993, which requires an EIA (Environmental Impact Assessment)
before releasing more than one hectare of land for non-forest related purposes. It is also contrary to the
policy statement of the incumbent President, His Excellency Gotabaya Rajapakse, as articulated in
“Vistas of Prosperity and Splendour”, to increase the forest cover of the island to 30%.

Policies to promote organic agriculture have led to failure and raise a number of legal issues. The Plant
Protection Act No. 35 of 1999 provide safeguards “against the introduction of any organism harmful to,
or injurious to, or destructive of, plants, and for the sanitation of plants entering in Sri Lanka;” However, it
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was found that the imported fertiliser from China had been contaminated with “Erwinia” bacteria which is
a very harmful pathogen to agricultural products. It is a violation of the SLS standard 1704: 2021.

It also violates the provisions of the National Environmental Act as it will contaminate the soil. Section 23
N(1) of the National Environment Act makes soil pollution an offence. Under this provision, “No person
shall pollute or cause or permit to be polluted any soil or the surface of any land so that the physical,
chemical or biological condition of the soil or surface changed as to make or to be reasonably expected
to make the soil or the produce soil poisonous or impure, harmful or potentially harmful to the health or
welfare of human beings, poisonous or harmful to animals, birds, wildlife, plants or all other forms of life
or obnoxious or, unduly offensive to the senses of human beings or so as detrimental to any beneficial
use of land.”

Cutting trenches around the national parks is in violation of the statutory framework set out in Part IV C
of the National Environmental Act. The Act sets out the procedure in the National Environmental
(Procedure for approval of projects) Regulations No. 1 of 1993 as amended for the submission and
consideration of an Environmental Impact Assessment (EIA). The purposes of the EIA are twofold; (1) an
EIA is required for any activity that could have such adverse impacts, when such activity takes place
within a mile (buffer zone) from the radius of a National Park and (2) the inland surface mining of
cumulative areas exceeding 10 hectares.

Cutting trenches also in violation of the provisions of the Fauna And Flora Protection Ordinance No 2
of 1937[as amended], no person or organization, whether private or State shall within one mile of the
boundary of any National Reserve, carry out any development activity of any description whatsoever
without obtaining the prior written approval of the Director-General, who may require an Initial
Environmental Examination or an Environmental Impact Assessment.

In fact, DWC has a statutory obligation and an ethical duty to ensure that any activities undertaken within
protected areas have no adverse impact or minimal impact on the wildlife and forests that they are the
custodians of, for and on behalf of the public of Sri Lanka and the present and future generations.

Furthermore, cutting trenches that threaten the wildlife and wilderness is against the tenets of the Articles
12(1), 27(14) and 28(f) of the Constitution, the Public Trust Doctrine and the Rule of Law. The state and
state officials have a statutory duty to protect the wildlife.

DISCUSSION

The constitution, and the laws enacted by Parliament provide the framework for government actions.
Policies and circulars must be aligned with the constitution and the laws. Ideally the constitution and laws
should be made through a process of public participation and the policies and regulations must also
reflect the public’s interest, their concerns and their rights. When laws are amended, they should be
done through a consultative process. The Laws, Acts of Parliaments should not be violated by the
Cabinet of Ministers, Secretaries to the Ministries or by other similar bodies or public officials in an ad
hoc manner, to comply with the pressures exerted by politicians.



The “Vistas of Prosperity and Splendor” - the vision statement of the current regime stated that it aims to:
“Establish a single authority / centralized system with the mandate of protection, conservation and
rehabilitation of biodiversity to reduce complexities of the present environmental regulatory framework” to
“Overcome Institutional bottlenecks and red tapes”. However, the new regime divided the subject of
environment and brought it under 3 different ministries. Furthermore, there was a power imbalance
among the ministries.

The Ministry of the Environment, which is the main policy formulation agency on the environment, was
only left with the Central Environmental Authority and Geological Survey and Mines Bureau as the main
implementing agencies. The Minister of Wildlife & Forest Conservation is a cabinet ranked ministry but
they exercise minimal control over the environmental policies, whereas the State Ministry of Wildlife
Conservation Protection is responsible for a variety of tasks including the Construction of Electrical
Fences and Trenches, and Reforestation and Forest Resource Development. It also has control over
most of the institutions assigned under the Fauna and Flora Protection Ordinance, Forest ordinance
etc.

Unfortunately, during the pandemic period in Sri Lanka there was relentless executive intervention to
weaken the legal regime protecting the environment. As the Hindu newspaper reported on
26/09/2020 “Mr. Rajapaksa was speaking at the Discussion with Villagers forum on Friday at Velanwita
village in Haldummulla in the rural central province of Uva, a statement by the President’s media division
said. “Consider all verbal orders as circulars, those who neglect will be punished.*?

This approach has led to the side-lining of the environmental protection framework, anchored through a
series of related circulars, permit and licence mechanisms and procedures. In some cases, there are
attempts to change even the most positive laws through gazettes and regulations based on political
expediency.

Democratic and responsible governance of the natural resources is paramount. The autonomy of
environmental agencies managing natural resources is also vital. Ad-hoc interventions by elected
regimes that change policies from time to time are detrimental to the sustainable use of those natural
resources.

During the pandemic, the above-mentioned, ad hoc measures were taken to exploit natural resources.
They included unregulated sand, land, quarry mining. These resources were valued for the short-term
gains that could be gathered and the long- term damage was not assessed. These approaches and
policies have led to the weakening of the relevant agencies and their oversight powers. The Forest
Department, Wildlife department and the Geological Survey and Mines Bureau among others have been
weakened and their professional staff undermined. The weakened morale of the professional staff have
impacted on staff performance and will have more severe repercussions in the long run. Competent
and well-respected professionals have left and will continue to leave these institutions.
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POLICY RECOMMENDATIONS

In this context, attention is drawn to the following policy recommendations to enhance democratic
governance of bodies managing the environment and natural resources. The objective is to ensure
environmental democracy — i.e. people’s equitable access to and enjoyment of the natural resources.

Ensure environmental democracy and good governance - Principles of environmental
democracy should be maintained despite the periodic changes of the elected regimes
consequent to election. These principles include maintaining participatory and transparent
mechanisms for natural resource governance.

Respect the principles of intergenerational equity - Ensure that laws and policy
changes to exploit the nation's natural resources will be aligned to the principles of
intergenerational equity that recognise the rights of future generations to nature and a good
environment.

Follow strategic environmental assessments - Ensure strategic environmental
assessments and procedures are followed when implementing future policies, plans and
programs that enable the identification and selection of development strategies that are
appropriate to the environmental and socio-economic conditions of a particular region.

Ensure impartial law enforcement - Laws should not be changed for the benefit of the
individuals, local and political mafias and other vested interests and the legal framework should
be respected. Natural resource exploitation and related activities must be properly regulated.

Ensure broad-based environmental education and knowledge management - The
pandemic is a zoonotic disease that erupted due to the breaking of the human- animal barrier.
This is a very costly lesson for all humans and this should be part of the formal education
curricula and informal education too so that people will think twice before they destroy nature.

Respect principles of sustainable development — The pandemic has taught us that the
air pollution, water pollution and uncontrolled natural resource exploitation is detrimental and
impacts the lives and livelihoods of large numbers of people, it also shows that no place or no
one is safe unless everyone is safe. Returning to “normal life” is not the best way forward. \We
must find a way to ensure sustainable development without exploiting more of the remaining
natural resources. Degrowth calls for scaling back our patterns of consumption and resource
exploitation.

Resolve economic crisis through nature based solutions - Learning lessons from the
pandemic and the economic crisis can place the country to a pathway of sustainable
development. Promoting nature based and responsible tourism, agro-ecology, livelihoods
enhanced by the strategic use of technology based can support society and ensure that
humans will not over-exploit lands, to extract minerals and construction materials. Instead of
depending on food imports, Sri Lanka should gain food sovereignty by managing the lands to
support environmentally responsible food cultivation and reduce wastage.




